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cx-20 ire He VkMouradian 


44 Greentildse Avenue 
\ #hite Plains, Hey York 


eax Mr. Nouradian: 


F wisi ts acknovledce receipt: of your Letter 

: dated way 1, 194g, with enslesure, and T want to therdk 
you tor your courtesy fe wating the information contained 
therein available to me, 


Sheet Or 


Should any additional invormation come so your 
atgortkilon which yon fen) may be of interest to this Suraau, 
thy TL saggect thet you might find 44 mere convection? fo 
; comnmicate with the Spectal Agent dn Charge a? sur van ; 
York Office located at 607 1 5, Goart House, olay Sq1co 3 
Yew York 7, Moe Yorle, 


. Sincorshy yours, 


Jonn Edgar Hoover i 
Director 
i Pa ea 
: het can é 
| CC ~ New York (withienelcsuré for information) Ps 
t -£ ¥ Z % f 
Bureau files reflect that Mr. Mouradian was employed as part, time: 
‘translator, Armenian danguage, from November 1944 to Jamary 1945. 
His services were apparently satisfactory. 67398220 


; Bureau files also reflect informa tion indicating that Rev. antranig 
A» Bedikian was a representative. @f Sudan Khartoum at'\the world 

Armenian Congress held in New ‘York Gity, April, 194% 

| 100=1 5648-107 page 4. Mn eeerene ere 
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— The £7 DESMIMMIDSHONS. RECT IGMat Rev. Bedikian was the Pastor of the 
MicnoTs— Amenjan Evangelical Peeps | New York, in September, 194%. / 
met z£ 100-33 7674-4 ALLE D TAp , 

Ran . ’ 
Harbo” 
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Mr, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau Of Information, 
Washington, D. C. 


” 
Dear Sir:- he 
4 The inclosed is a translation of ,arts of. an article that recently appeared ee 


in "Hayasdani Gotchnag", an Armenian weekly , New York. 
This is not the first article he has written on the subject. Ever since U. S. 
relations with Soviet Russia became strained, he has been writing panegyrics on Conm- z 


: ra 
munism and its noble mission for humpet“society . Not content with these eulogies, he : 
er ‘ ms 


Mf 


makes incidious attacks on U,. — nt 


VA 4 ” 
One incentive for s éh pieuly ‘for Communisn may be the current "Repatriation 


, an important role, 


ah ee en ee ey 


It would not be revealing a secret to say that ever since Russia opened the door 
of Soviet Armenia for displaced Armenians in the Middle East, pro-communist sentiment 
has been on the increase. Evidently Rev. Bedikian, as one of the leaders of the move-— 
ment, feels it to be his duty to encourage the movement by an exaggerated picture of 
> the purpose of Communism. Thus patriotism may ,erhaps account for such exaltation of a 
system which. has become detestable to right thinking. peels throughout the world, but it: 


‘by no means. justifies unfair criticism of. one 's adopted country. s 


The writer is an Armenian, a naturalized citizen of U. S. for about. <5 aa 

During the last World War I worked as examiner in the Postal Censorship Dept. in Hew 
: York for about four years. It was during that time I met one of your field men, hr. 
_ Jennings, who asked me to tensiite relevent articletfrom Lrapser, an Armenian daily 
| with decided pro-communistic leanings. Last year I sent to him at New York office | 
parts of an article by Rev. Bedikian anaes a potas * the  reepaep aT aeyine 
" y his opinion and whether it would be worth RECORDED of a 


wa 
¥ 
SYR yy. INDEXED |; 4 
ial fray Mr. Bedikian, But I understeod Mr. scigg no LoneemAdoa tea an New York, 


a \and man who answered for him did not seem to take much interest. eaves hed ir. Be- 
r? | @ikian has kept making. pabia attacks on U. S. that I feel it to t be ng duty as a loyal ci~ 


tizen send this to yee A8. bead of; Be Be I, If you cans to see some of his most point-— 


eer ae Rmieed ree 


ed statements in his previous articles, I shali gladly furnish them, To give an idea, 

I shali quote a few samples from his article "The Man And The Idea", 
"The movement (com.unism) is very, sericus and worthy of our respect. enese It 
is. advancing with the momentum of. a gigantic, irresistible torrent with the indo- 
mitable will to remodel the life of not one nation oniy, but of the entire mankind! 
"Before the atomic bomb exploded anywhere in the world, it exploded in the soul 


of Russia and from under the debris of apparent ruins it created a new order in 
which we believe is the promise of. world peace. To morrow we shall be in it, . 


though today we are mere spectators", (the underlining is my own) : 


Mr. Bedikian has been pestor of the Arnenian Evangeelical Church in New York for 
about 3Myears, He is a men of influence and prestige in the Armenian commmity in the 
United States, and it is natural that his writings and speeches should greatly infl- 
uence the political sentiments of his people, 

I regret that my letter had to be rather too long and I hope. you will excuse 
it. | 
Ever ready to be of service to ny country, I am 


Yours respectfully 
P, S. The writer is a retired teacher having taught many years 
in American colleges in the. Near East, “among them the American University of 
Beirut, Lebanon, During the First. World War. he served as. Intelligence officer 
in the British army covering Medforce (Mediterranean Expeditionary Force ), Egyp- 


tian Expeditionary Force (Cairo » Jerusalem )s and the Black Sae Force (Constantinople) ° 


40 Greenridge Avenue 
White Plains, N. Y. 
May 1‘, 1948 


ete, : 3 ' { 
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By. : . . . : i 
Rev. A. A.) ilcian ae : 
ca = : 
(Published in ‘Heyasdant Gotchnag , New York, 

, Apr. 17,1948) 


4 


At no: time. in contemporary BISSOEY and in. no other country ¢ineluding, the: erstwhile 


Nazi Germany) -has- been set a-more-gigantic, more- sinister,. more ‘unscrupulous propaganda 
machine to serve: its- satanic purposes: than the: one. which at present. is being: used in 


this country: to creete: suspicion, fear,. and: hatred, _ Americans are a peace-loving. peo- 


ple and for that very reason are éasily influenced by. any: suggestion that selfish and’ - 


unscrupulous. politic: ‘can make. to stir. then. against phantoms supposed to: be thresten- | 
ing their peace, ecco . ; = a 


Desire for world domination, money, and superior force, ingatiable- sonatas for 
trade; these are the. doninant notivés. that lead'to war, ae 
| There: is ‘no. reasonable -eause. for wer, but there: is: danger” etapeasent if the : 
| people will not reject ‘this: — injected into. their veins. a 
But why all this. propaganda? \ | ° at 

First, because: Europe is- bankrupt and the United: States: is: ‘the only, treasury. 
and guardian of. the: wealth. of the workds: “Every dnterest. is: centered here,. Here- are: the 
keys. To preserve. the- economic Lordship of a few thousand persons, they will not feel ° 
any remorse.to. set the world on fire: forty times if need be. ‘Wealth: concentrated here’ % 
must be. preserved at/e11 vost, alata wealth has no-other bulwark in the world, ‘ 


\ . 
aif it is lost Heres: it will be lost: everywhere. So ‘what? if the -youths.of two. genera | 


tions perish 80. ‘ong: as. that wealth. and the: corner stone: of Adam: snith's seconomic eee 


remain intact, zn 


‘SO wealth is: one. notive: and ‘source: of this propaganda... | 
Sees ie ca 


' The: ‘second: is: the Ronan® Gatholig ‘Church, _This church is founded on. authorite-. ‘ 


rienisn; in. other. words: it is the’ eae ‘of the Holy: Roman Empire. ‘under the cloak : 
of relizion.. When . (theron ta God's, representative on earth, he also seeks to - | 


we” 


rule over:ments body”. ra soul, ¥ ess tie dread. eternal ;punishment, and the church 


oH 


“<1 _gubiect to: its domination. The: -Pope.holds -- ae 


. the keys: of: heaven and hell. Through such: controiling power he can and’ does: meddle | 
with every detail. of the: people's. Life. Hence. every menace-against: this hierarchy is a 
menace to the: very: existence of the church, a ieenideratetnae which the wages: open war | 
armed te the: teeth. . | | 

Wealth: and the: Roman: Catholic. church: have today allied themselves against a Sone : 
mon. danger... Thus. ‘Propagandablows inte: our ears: through these: two horns. | 
A. third. source: of. propaganda: is: domestic policy. . In. — ‘country people. will | 
series ‘both soul. and. principle. for getting, WONCBe! : There isa, coid wer’ of election | 

, going on. The present: government. wishes. to keep its: position. end authority, and thou- 
sands and tens’ of ‘thousands: whose: jobs ‘and offices depend: on. the continuance. of this go- ~ 

vernment: wilL.use: every means: ‘to create a mental. attitude: favoring. their. re-election, . 
If. by being: forced into: war: they think.they. can achieve. ‘their end, they: will. fill the ; 
minds of ‘dia people. with the: fear and inevitableness:.of wars .ccccee if they, eee 2 é 
war, there will be-no war. And if the: .people-will. open: their: sepavians see: the realities, i 
there will. be- omar’: ~ i ae a4 

| But: here are two: despairing: conditions. First,, the: Anerican:. people: have: not the 
will to wake. up, They want. to live. for today, to eat, drinkand sink.in pleasure, They, 
are so enraptured. by material gain: and piessine’ that. they: do not want: to: think.. Passivi- : 


ty is the- characteristic: of: the: amergican: people. Hence:-they: become: easy: prey: to pro- 


paganda. Second, Americans. are guilible- because: they. neither: think.nor: have. the’ will to: d 
: y 


be interested.in realities. They read. what is-written,. listen to what is, said, that's all. 


Those who think do not. constitute: @ power, neither do: the: masses;, it is. the: minority 
that drives: the: propaganda: campaign. Who.said that there is complete freedom. in this 


country?: Yes, there was: once, but: ‘there.is:none: teoday, - Means: for expressing opposite 
: ore 
ideas are shut: now, or are subject: to: persecution. eooece 
[eee 
We are waging..a- ‘frantic. ree agpanet a-nation. whose. social. and political. philoso~ j 


phy seems: irreconcilable. with:: mp own: “Joovee ‘The Constitution of this ‘country: is- an. ‘ideal | 


model for’ planning, and. everantdeiing he: nation's: welfare, But: when that modél is marred_ 


in the hands: of politicians, whet. zs “y i result? 000080090 


1 xe . Sees - ee ee : 2 . ; 7 tosh “ 
HW 48073. Decka+39976655°—Paye—6— i aera ee oe 


_a 
< 


ee <r. . . on : ia p a | = / ; ; Ad 2 . ; XO 
e - a Q ( = . AY # 
e 


Pe y 3 


Communism: is alien. to- the mentality, tradition: of theory’ of life. of: the. Aémeri— He 
‘can. people, but at.is nota danger ‘per: se. But when democracy becomes perverted to 

{ 
dictatorship, and the. breach: between: conflicting idealogies is widened and. the battle | 


between the two: becomes: more. and. more violent, then danger is: sure! ‘to: cope. scocccce ; 


Te we-are: protected: from within, .there. will: be. no, cause:for fear: from: without. ‘ 
ie e 4 


- We have: fixed..our: attentio:: to: outside. whereas:.we: should. concentrate it. -to-within." 


, rh, Me eg 


a 28, 1951, Be fe] 


foie AU 


es 
= : 


RE: aa ENIGN GONERAL B-HEVOLENT f 
UTC ON OF A VERICR,~ TC. pe 


tec hpkih Latte! celsladols 
} 


Vo tnuestigation has been conducted by the FBI relatine 
£6 theVeFmenian General Benevolent Gnion of America, vie? LV Gath GE 


Avenue, Wee York City. ; © weit Ay ty 
ef For yourrtaformation, however, the files of ee fhinexs a 
Ad revealed that the Armenian General Benevolent Inion was allegedwy 

_ organized for the purpose of” collecting ‘charitable donations for 

ace help and aid to poor, to orphans and generaliy to deatitute 
Armenians ail over the world. ft has been reported that the © ~ 4°: 
ioe Benevolent Union exists anly in the United States and has no 
4h. international affiliations (1004196469-7) _ 


Tt - For your further informations in February, 1948, a | ° 

‘ - ¢@onfidential source of khown reliability advised that Levon Na: 

WS genian, at that tine Arecutive Director of the Armentan General 
Benevolent Union had, in December, 1942 contacted Narim Lituinafy, 
Russian ambassador to the United States and advised the oer 
that the Armenian General Benevolent Union wished to express the 
deep gratitude and admiration which the Armenian. people eheriiiees 
cherished toward the Russian people and the "invincible" Red arrays 


In Novenber, 1943, a configential 


- 50 USC 3024(1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


(65-5776 6~ 166, 

TOlson . “ , : 
(eens fhe foregoing information is furnished for your 
ee confidential use only and is not to be disseminated outsice 
) Wienoe,___ of your ugency. This ts the result of a request for an Far 
pias jfile check only and is not to be considered as a ¢learance or 
warDo7__ nonclearance of the ea BA {82 tt oe pie 
; -alaen- i. OP tee SO Bh Z sf 
Belmont. Oriai 1 ¢ OSD RECO DE a ne) ae eh: % ao i obs 
as rigina i) P OK Wy "AUG Be. He. an ; 
sone Dede Sul igang 11h LANEY acl 24, \ 28 f — 


| 


er, 
Me er ee 
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ON rete? 


ROM : SAC, New York ( (10.0) 68h:6 )- 


sonpect: Roentan reveal Renevolenk. Union 


\ARD FORM NO. 64 i oe . 


_ aernd + oe 


pie Memor:: jum ° UNITED Sty” «8 GOVERNMENT 


ype eee 


Director, FBI DATE: 12/9/52 


— 


‘Armenian Intelligence Activities : a 
TS-R and AR 


he 
Mrs. BEATAICEXA \LTMAYER: HOU NS? KELEKIAN, a native 
born citizen who resides at 19 Ed reet, NYC, advised 
the NYO on 11/17/52 and again on ets 18 and 20, 1952, 
that she considered the Armenian General Benevolent Union 
to be a fraud and engaged in 3) ,asive activities. Mrs. . 
KELEKIAN advised that her husband/CHARLES DIKRAMPRELEKIAN - 
was born in France but was a naturalizéd citizen and, added.. i 


_Mé Y 


that she had one ye child, a gaughter, NANNETTE BARBAS Jen hy LE LEKIANS | 
by a former husband ARNOL! SIDNEY. Mrs. KELEKIAN ‘sgaid that ~ ‘, 

her present husband y} “whom she married in 19.6 was not a a : 
member of any of t-he\|Armenian Political Parties but was an Paes 
"Tndependent" a a Fa 


Mrs. KELEKIAN said that a nose ane was the ee 
surviving heir of a wealthy art dealer DIKRAN KELEKIAN, a. 
who committed suicide in NYG in 1950. DIKRAN KELEKIAN was a 
an Armenian patriot who was. aged | and feeble. While Mrs. 
KELEKIAN and her husband were in Europe in 1950, members A, 
of the AGBU influenced DIKRAN KELEKIAN to leave his entire ok 
fortune to the AGBU to be used for patriotic Armenian ™“ 
reasonse» Shortly after signing a new will DIKRAN KELEKIAN. i 
jumped to his death from a hotel window. SS “4 


Mrs. KELEKIAN advised that a scandal existed Me a 
among the Armenian Colony in that numerous older wealthy = 
Armenians had been.influenced by AGBU to change their wills, 
leaving the money 6 the AGBU and cutting off surviving 
children aliost: ‘penniless. As an example of the above, Mrs. 
KELEKIAN cited. the, MELKONIAN, Will Case in .1925 ing which 
an Egyptian tobacco, "king" ‘Left his money to the AGBU cutting 
off relatives whg, later managed to "break the wil arid 
secure the Anheritance. ‘Another example was the case of 
WILHELMINIA SOUHEN y: ewidow of a... wealthy stamp dealer of NYC, 
who was léft péntiless: by” Herr husband with the AGBU receiving 
most of his money « ‘QihD 


FERED Te 


foe ed 


HUD AAR SAE 
Se we ay ea 


aa hes ee 


hy, 


1 = BY 105-139). 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-686 


Mrs. KELEKIAN said that the AGBU was founded in 
about 1906 by Armenians, away from Armenia, for the purpose 

| Of aiding orphans of the Turkish Massacres. The AGBU later — ; 
branched out and began assisting Armenians in syria, Lebanon L 

and other countries in Asia Minor building schools and . 

orphanages, Mrs. KELEKIAN said that the MELKONIAN settlement 
gave the AGBU one million dollars to build schools in Armenia 
(now Soviet Armenia). Mrs. KELEKIAN said that at tone time 
branches of the AGBU had money in all the major banks of rs 
Europe, chiefly the Banque Vaudoise in Luzerne, Switzerland, ~ 
All this money was "smuggled" into the US and at the present 3 
time there is approximately 8 million dollars in their 
accounts ,Mrs.e KHLEKIAN said she learned of this money from 
' JOSEPH P ARUTCHUKIAN, 10 Park Terrace, East, NYC, who was 
formerly’a bookkeeper for the AGBU. Ties 


\ 


Mra. KELEKIAN said that the AGBU was engaged in 
| Espionage and gave evidence of this, the fact that they were 


transmit funds to Soviet Armenia with no positive knowledge . 
of the ultimate use of the funds. Mrs, KELEKIAN furnished Pee 
a program for the "Oth Anniversary Gala Celebration 1906- i io: Poy 
| 194.6" of the AGBU held at the City Center 5/18/h6. ts 
| 


‘During 1946, a collection was taken up among 

| Armenians to assist those Americans wishing to be repatriated 
to Armenia. In the program booklet of the AGBU on this 
occasion are numerous "aids!" which offer congratulations to 
those returning and expressing confidence that one million 
dollars could be raised to assist the repatriates. This 
booklet is being retained as an exhibit. Mrs. KELEKIAN 

said that the AGRBU assisted in the collection of funds for 
repatriation, a disloyal act, and received money at its 
headquarters, 295 Fifth Avenue, NY 15, NY. : 


ea 


Mrs. KELEKIAN said that HAIKVKAVOOKJIAN and J 


N Zé ages vw AU A AME S_ 
oo CHANKALIAN went to Soviet Armenia officially as members ~~~ 


f ‘of the AGBU in 1945 and rétirnéd in 194. 


Mrse KELEKIAN advised that the following persons . 
were members of the AGBU and were probably not loyal usa + * 
American citizens: a 


-— ? -= f 
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collecting money for schools and Supporting orphanages in Ne 
Soviet Armenia and to do this they necessarily had to ; 


Letter to Director 
NY 100-4666 


| enV, ansuag(fracHeuszan, “President of the AGBU, and 
~-CHARLESABARAGHEVSTAN, his son, both of whom reside at 15 


Central Park West, NVYC,, and who owns the A.and M,Karagheusian 

Rug Company at 295 Fifth Avenue, NYC. tO a ge. dF, 
js . ie 7 7 ae, Na ook 4 pbs, ; 
HAIK KAVOOKJIAN and his son HOWARD! who reside ge 


TAGULEEEKIAN who owns the Gulbenkian Seamless 
Rug Company of New Brunswick, New Jersey, and who is active 
(a) hs y ference ero coe RAS = iy 


in the AGBU and who résidés at 50 Frospect Avenue, Larchmont, 

i ; We Ax , 
ee a ie - 

VARY FORK JAN who is active in the AGBU and employed 


at their officé/295 Pifth Avenue, NYC, and who resides at 
320 Wadsworth Avenue, NYC « 


coy 


Neus) | a 
Mrse MX HOVSEPIAN who travels widely in Europe and - 


the Middle East “and Who could be an @spionage subject ee ae 
although ostensibly traveling under the AGBU auspices. = 


< Miss VAVA KATCHADOORIAN who is very friendly with | 
the Russian Yonsul in Nyg and Washington” and who travels 
: widely in Europe and the Near Bast as an artist, although 
avery poor painter. KATCHADOORIAN, -sccording-+o—Mrg~——KHEEKEAMp 
says she is poor but she spends a good deal of money. 
KATCHADOORIAN resides in NYg at 48 West 56 Street or 152 


« 


West 57"Street and in Paris at 3 Rue Duy 22 Septembre or at 
33 Rue Bayen in care of Sarian. 


Mrs. KELEKIAN advised that she had furnished the 
above information to the New York State Grime Commission 
but due to the wealth of members of the AGBU, notably the el: 
GULBENKTAN and KARAGHEUSIAN families, nothing was done. Mrs. 
KELEKTAN advised that she planned to present the above 
information to a US Senate Committee in Washington, De. Ce, 
which committee was set up to investigate the tax exempt 
status of charitable organizations and the use they make 

“of the funds entrusted to them. 


“ 


Mrs. KELEKIAN was advised of the responsibilities 
of the FBI in espionage cases. 


4 4 
po 
z . 


e. - oN cn 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-686 


A search of the indices o 
any @vidence of subversive activi 
or persons mentioned by Mrs, } 
VAVA KATCHADOQORTAN 


FOIA(b) (3) 


- 50 USC 3024(1) (1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


: Armenian informants: 

all advised that the acry was 

being a legitimate cheritable 

even the Dashnug organization 

"to itg respects the legitimate 

charitable organization and sai 
scandal concerning the AGBU. 


of the NYO were contacted and 
regarded by all Armenians as 
organization. All said that 
which operates in opposition 
role of the AGBU as a 

d that there was no known 


WH 43073 DoclId:32976655 Page 12 


fe 
a sia 
2 ‘3 
y 
Y YY 
Ne ; 
yes 
x 
hee 
ta. hs 
3 
Sa 
“S q 
oe 
YE e5 2 
y+ 
SAY 
R gs 
i *y 
NG aay 
UE * 
+} a» FR 
~ REEL 
28 3S 9" 
wo SS ao * 
ee “> eX y 
Prag ty + . & 
es ” SAN g 
eee ? 
ts a 
ye oe Rue 
= 
af 
a 4% 


& 
or. aA 
8y : 
yX 3 

vy TES 3 
a ay ww 
: aS a 
a ‘ee 
 & ; 
= Y 
& 

MA 

Tolson” 

Ladd 

Clegg 


} Nease_ 
, dendy 


‘Mohr ) i] 
at Tele. Koon 
FES BR 


ME om PRT hee indte ‘page 2) at a? Ni NI 
ms ug ra ag pakke y . ean tee \ ae 
WPS Tahay 28 gs ra 7 

rad 


SAG, New York (100-1,68)6) May 27, 1953 


Director, FBI (200-3561n7)_ + 


(eae Ie . 
ARMENIAN GENE RAL BENEVOLENT UNI ON O}n 
INTERNAL SHCUNI TY «» R 

Reurlet 5e7«53. You ere authorized to contact 
Mrs. Dickran M, Sarkisian and advise her that a careful 
check of this Bureau's fileg has disclosed that the report 
which she mentioned on 4-29-53, could not have been areport 
of this Bureau. You should not in any way reveal whether 
or hot this Bureau has any information on elther Mrs. 
Sarkisian or the Armenian General Fenevolent Union (AGB), 
and you should point out that there are a number of U.S, 
intelligence and investigative agencies, and often the FBI 
is confused wlth the other intelligence or investigative 
arencies. 


You should make every effort to elicit from Mrs, 
Sarkisian tue identity of the friend who informed her that 
he/or she had beon shown a FBI report by a highly placed 
official of a Nilitary Intelligence agency. If you succeed 
in securing the name of the individual, you should interview 
the individual at once for full details in this matter, 


. It would appsar from your letter that the informae 
tion was obtained by Mrs. Sarkisian's friend from an 
individual who had access to ONT records in New York City. 
it is also noted that OSI records reflect. that in 1949, a 
Major Dickran M, Sarkisian indicated that his brother-in- 
law was Commander Dale Peterson, no specific service 
specified, and that his sister was Virginia Peterson, 
U.S. Naval Air Station, Atlantic City, New Jersey, 


During your contact’ With ‘Mrs, ‘Sdrkistan, you should 


discreetly determine if her son is-or was in the U.S, Air 
Force, particularly whether he ls or. was assigned to OST, 
You should also attempt to determinég-'through a credit check 
prior to the interview with Mrs, Sarkisian, whether Virginia 
Peterson and Commandér Dale: Paterset abe lhe rp daughter and 
son-in-law. If it cannot.be determined, from a credit check 
it is suggested you determine, from Mise Sarkisian whether 
she has other close relativad “cénriected with the armd 
services, and thein iheitity. If Commander Peterson is Mra. 
ei ame Gee i f 


fn 


2 


Ay if J A, 
fy a yf we 
it i! aoa Ad 
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evBrlot fee uae 


address, 
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- FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(i) (1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


Sarkisioen's son-in-law, you should determine from CNI 
. dn New York City, whether he _is connected with ONI or 
ever had access to OW 


You shoa ndie this 

y advise the Bureau of the results 
of the investixzation, as the Buren intends to inform Ohi 
in the event investigation indicates taet the information 
came from CHI fileg. 


NOTE: 

Mrs. Dickran M. Sarkisian advised New York office 
on -29-53, that she wanted to correct some misinformation 
which the FBI had in its files regarding the AGBU, her 
husband and herself. She advised that she had been informed 
by a friend that a highly placed official of one of the 
Military Intelligence agencies had exhibited a FBI report 
to her friend, whigh report indicated the AGRU was a 
Communist contro rganization. The report also reflected 
she was vice preSident of the organization which in fact . 
she admitted being, during World War II. The report according 
to her also reflected that her husbi nd had bequested a large 
sam of money to the organization which she dented. 


New Y¥ could not locate such a report. The 
records of G=2 Seeeeee Island, New York City were checked 

and no records were loaated re Mrs, Sarkisian. OSI records 
in New York City listed Mrs. Sarkisian as a vice president 
of the AGBU, but no other pertinent reference ug located 

and no FRI report_re Mrs. Sarkisian was located in the 
records of OSI 


Tolson. 
Ladd 


‘iarbo . (note continued on page 3) 


| Tele. Room = 2 es 
Nease_ 
Sendy 


HW 46073 Docld:32976655 Page 14 


(note continved from page 2). 


ONI files contain no FRI report. concerming Mrs... Sarkisian. 


. New York ‘has: furnished the pertinent points ef 
Mrs, Sarkisian's complaint to Division Intelligence Officer? 
Third Naval Distrtet, New York City, and. mentioned the FBI 
report containing information as furnished by Mrs. Sarkisis 
| : could not. Ke located in the New York office files. 
7 a Bureau files: checked and the ep Le pont ‘mentioned 
7 a by Mrs. Sarkisian wes not latated. 
FOIA (b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(1) (1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 
i 
Tolsoa = 3 ~ 
Eaddt: 
Nichols 
Belmont : 
Clegg 
Glavin: 
Harbo 
Rosen~— 
Tracy: 
Gearty-~ 
Mohr -____- 
t Vinterrowd 
4 Téle:/Room = ‘ 
| Holloman —_. 


ane Sizoo. 
4 Miss*Gandy — 
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e “STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . aa 
- ~ om’ 


84 \ ae | 
C fice Memorandum + onitep states GOVERNMENT 


/'T0 : Director, FBI paTE: 5/7/53 


APROM : SAC, New York (100-),68)6) 


CD) ee 
SUBJECT: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION ag / 


: dt IS-R 
Li oy 


On 4/29/53, Mrs. DICKRAN M SARKISIAN,, 200 £. 66th Street, New York 7 
City advised SA MALCOIM E. SAMPLE that\she wished to correct some misinformation : 
which the FBI had in its files in regard to the Armenian General Benevolent 
Union, her husband and herself. She refused to divulge the source of her 
information but stated that she had been told by a friend that a highly placed 
' official of one of the military intelligence agencies had exhibited an FBI 
. report centaining the information to her-friend. She mentioned that her son 


DICKRAN MS{SARKISIAN, (FR) had been a Colonel in World War II. 


In regard to the alleged "misinformation" in the FBI files, Mrs. 
SARKISIAN stated that the report indicated that the Armenian General Benevolent 
Union was a Communist controlled organization and that her husband had ze 
a large sum of money to the organization. She also stated that eee 
reflected that she was a Vice-President of the organization, but this point 
was true since she had served as NIgSchTESEOEne of the organization during 
World War II. 


During the interview, Mrs. SARKISIAN stated that the AGBU was not ~ 
and had never been Communist dominated or controlled and that it had never 
followed the Communist Party line. She also stated that she was active in the 
AGBU and that it was a cultural and Pasenhorepes organization ‘engaged in 
helping needy Armenian people. 


It is noted New York informants have previously advised that the AGBU 
was regarded by all Americans as being a legitimate charitable organization 
and that the case involving this organization is carried in a "Closed" status. 


The New York files contain only one reference to Mrs. Ds MJGAREISTAN. 

This reference lists her as a Vice-President of the AGBU in 1946. 
: The records of G-2, Governors Island, were checked on 5/1/53 but no 
record of Mrs. D. M. SARKISIAN could be located. 


SARKISIAN was listed as a Vice-President of the AGBU. There were no other 
pertinent references and no FBI report including the name of Mrs. D. Me 
SARKISIAN could be located. 


The records of OSI, New York City, were checked 0 on 5/4/53. Mrs. D. ‘N | 


eeono 4 aan S BY wD 
OFS Sy 


- ALY to GED 4s ioc2. 
aN 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-),6856 


/ 
- 
' 
FOTA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(i1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods . 
} 
bor 
a 
| . It is noted that the Armenian Progressive League of America has 
| been cited by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of Executive 
_ Order 9835. | 
FOTA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(i1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods | 
{ 
The ONI files contain ho FBI report concerning Mrs. D. M. SARKISIAN. 
° 2 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-4686 


During the course of the investigation it was noted that the files 
of the OSI New York refleét that a Major DICKRAN M. SARKISIAN in 1949 has 
indicated that his brother-in-law was Commander DALE PETERSON, no address or 
service specified and that his sister was VIRGINIA PETERSON whose address 
was U.S. Naval Air Station, Atlantic City at the time. No attempt was made 
to positively identify Mrs. SARKISIAN as the mother of Major SARKISIAN. 


In view of the fact that the information mentioned by Mrs. SARKISIAN 
did not come from an FBI report it is recommended that Mrs. SARKISIAN be 
recontacted and advised that a.diligent search reflect that the FBI made . 
no such report as she has referred to or described. 


The pertinent points of Mrs. ‘SARKISIAN'S complaint are being 


furnished to the District Intelligence Officer, 3rd Naval District, 90 Church 
2 ACE SEC ENT REA SHES 
Street, New York City. we 


A statement that a search of the New York Office files failed to 
reflect that the report referred to by Mrs. SARKISIAN was furnished by this 
office has been included. , : 


FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(i1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 
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“ a 


“ 


TA (b) (S =50 USC 3024(i) (1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


anes 


SAC, New York (100~46846) July 89, 1953 


a 
) Director, FBI (100856147) _-— £ 


« 


ARMENIAN GEVERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
INTERWAL SECURITY - RG AR 


Reurlets 57-53 and 7-653. 


it is noted from urlet of 7-6-53 dla Hrs. 
Sarkiaian’s son-in-law, Commander Dale Peter is the 
rations Officer on the "USS Antietan.* 


The Bureau desires to ae thts tees to the 
attention of ONI as tt would aha saa the. Li Senge 

- velated by Urs, Sarkisian ¢ falcolm Somnd: 
hen 89-53 


‘if Connander eTSOn ae 
Sarkistan’s son= tt was undoubtedly he oe his” wife “= 
that furntshed Hrs Sarkisian the information concerning = = 

her and her hueband, This ts the taformation which she “'. W 
states is folse. Jt would alse appear that there has been:: '. G 
@ disclosure of classified information to @ person une “, 
authorized to receive ite ; eS ae 
: 2 of 
Before the Bureau furnishes the information = || 


to OWI, the Bureau desires te be sure that .the informa- 

tion which irs. Sarkisian elaine is false did or did not 

appear in a Bureau report. It ts possible that inforna= 
_ tion could have appeared plecemeal in vartous reports in 
which Mrs. Sarkisian is not mentioned, such as reports on 


7 Tolson 

\ Ladd 

! Nichols 
‘Belmont 
Clegg 


Glavin. 
‘Harbo 
Rosen. 
Tracy 
Geary 
Mohr —_.-__. 


Wintercowd — 
Tele. Room — t 
Holloman — x 


CVB: rnghnicit= 


Sizoo a 4 Dd wun’ ‘ nae . pn aren a. wie yd 
Miss Gandy— ree : Ns af ee 
iss Gandy meet Ds ve : : x ne ue we ae 
ae i We 
¢ fe 3 : oa 4 ae a. ¥ 
SS pho oe ' xs . ae sae 
SRR Oey I Watt en sty 4 yh age 
7: Aa oe \ a abe ebef % wy, : 
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FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


It its requested that you furnish this tnforma- 
tion in letter form within ten days of the recetpt of 
this letter in your of Pices. 


NOTE: Mrs. Sarkisian, on 4-29-53, advised the NYO she 
wanted to correct some misinformation which the FBI had 
in its files regarding instant organization, her husand 
and herself. She advised she had been informed by a 
friend that a highly placed official of one of the military 
intelligence agenctes had exhibited an FBI report to her 
friend, which report indicated that the AGBU was a Com- 
munist-controlled organization, that she was Vice-Presi- 
dent of the organization and that her husband had bequeathed 
a large sum of money to the organization, She admitted 
being Vice-President of the organization during World War II 
but denied that her husband had bequeathed money to the 
organization. New York could not locate such a report 
nor could such a report be located at the Bureau. New 
York checked the d -2, OSI and ONI and located 
no such report 


FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(i1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


At the Bureau's instructions, Mrs. 
Sarkisian was recontacted and informed that the report 
she referred to could not have been an FBI report and was 


questioned for the identity of her source, which she refused 
to disclose. 
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+ STANDARD FORM NO, 64 Seedy 


Office Memorandum + onrrep states GOVERNMENT 


TO Director, FBI (100-3561h7) DATE: 7/6/53 
Warrow : SAC, New York (100-4686) 
SUBJECT: Os pMen tan GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
IS -R 7 


Rebulet 5/27/53 directing that Mrs. D. M. SARKISIAN be re-~ 
contacted. 


On 6/17/53 Mrse DICKRAN M.ASARKISIAN. was recontacted by 
SA JAMES H. KAVANAGH, JR. at her heme, 200 East 66 Street, NYC. 
Mrs. SARKISIAN stated that she could not reveal the source of her 
information because she said that she had been told that the person 
who had furnished the information "might get.into trouble", that she 
had vromised that she would not give out the source of her information 
and she would not break her promise. 


During the course of the interview Mrs. SARKISIAN was advised 
tha a thorough search of the Bureau's files had been made, that no 
report containing the information she had reported to have been in an 
FBI report had been found and that it was apparent thatithe "report" 
she had referred to was not an "FBI report", 


Mrs. SARKISIAN was also advised of the number of other 
governmental agencies which conduct investigations and agreed that 


_ the "report" referred to could have been from some othér agency. 


a 
During the discussion Mrs. SARKISIAN mentioned the following 
points. 


i. The individuel who is reported to have seen the "FBI : 
report" saw it in the course of his duties, knew her friend, and knew 
that she was interested in the Armenian General Benevolent Union. 


£0 & jPene 
ne 


Ae 


2. Commander DAIE PETERSON, USN, is her son-in-law. He is /) 
presently operations officer aboard the USS ANTIETAM. 


3. DICKRAN M. SARKISIAN is her son. He was formerly a 
major in the U.S, Air Force and is now a Lieute Col. in the USAF 
reserve, ae 


he. She“would not be concerned if the original source of 
her informa tion’ were’ to. be:determined by investigation because since 
she did not reveal the, source her conscience would be clear. . 


ca BE a a “ee . RECORDED-60 | Fee ae 
4 ak io ae JUL 8 1952 
qe ge ND EXED-66 2h 


iz) ons 
RA vic bel 4 ives 


JHK:BA CURIS DESTLOYED E12 
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, 


s a 


Letter to Director 
NY 100-6816 


5. She would not reveal the name of her friend because her 
friend could not furnish any additional information concerning the 


"report" and she did not wish to mve the individual questioned about 
the Sources 


During the course of the interview Mrs. SARKISIAN advised 
that she was a loyal American, despised communism and had made her | 
original visit to the New York Office mainly becausecof her children's 
Teputation. Mrs. SARKISIAN asked if the Bureau had any information 
concerning the AGBU and was advised that SA KAVANAGH was not in a 
position to furnish any information. To this Mrs. SARKISIAN laughingly 
remarked that SA KAVANAGH wanted information from her but did not wish 
to give any information. However after a discussion of the confidential 


nature of the Bureau's files, Mrs. SARKISTAN stated ene she understood 
the FBI policy. 


As SA KAVANAGH was leaving Mrs. SARKISIAN stated that she 
would be happy of furnish information concerning the AGBU or other 
Armenian organizations with which she was familiar. She indicated 
that she has very little information concerning the Armenian Pro- 
gressive League of America or the Armenian Youth of America but 
would contact SA KAVANAGH if she learned anything of value. 


SA MICHAEL O'ROURKE has been advised through liaison channels 


that Commander DALE PETERSON has not been assigned to the Office of 


Naval Intelligence in New York City. The complete record of Commander _ 
PETERSON can be secured from the U.S. Navy Department in Washington, D.C. 
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p> -_ a =. 2 
27 ed ae 77 
SAC, New York (100-)68)6) August 12, 1953 


Director, PBI (100-356147) _£ 
RECORDED - 16 

ARMENIANAGENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 

INTERNAL -SECURITY ~ R & AR 


ReN¥memo of 7-28-53. 


fhe contents of refmemo and attached copy 
ef unsigned letter dated 7-1-53, should have been submitted 
in blind memo suitable for dissemination as should have been 


contents New York memo of 12=-9-52. 


Submit immediately such a memo setting forth 
specific sources (confidential where necessary) and detese 


Furthermore, disereetly ascertain from Mrs. 
Kelekian if, as you believe, she is the author of the 
referenced unsigned letter. , 


it is noted that veferenced copy of letter as 
received by Bureau contains no indication that copies thereof 
were sent by the writer to the Attorney General and to the 
Immigration end Naturalization Service as stated in mesmo of 


7-28-53 


1 


a 
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“of 


HY 46073 


(Bye: fe NO«6S 


50 USC 3024 ( Intelligence Sources and Methods 


- Offi Memorandum -« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


a 


Director, FBI (100-356147) ATE: 7/28/s% 


_SAC, New York (100-46846) 


RMENTAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R + &R 


Enclosed is a copy of an avedened letter received at the New York 


We Office which refers to a JEAN and HAGOP ANDONIAN and the above captioned 
“ organization. 


It is being forwarded because it indicated that copies_of 


the letter have been furnished to the Attorney General and thé “Department pf 
Immigration and Naturalization. 7 


principals mentioned in the letter. There was no information concerning 
JEAN ANDONIAN, ANGELE MINELLF, ALICE and SAM MELKON and GARBIS DILSIZIAN. | 
References indicated that HAGOP ANDONIAN, 2 West 83 St. NYC, was listed as 
a member of the Propaganda Committee of the Armenian National Council in 1944. ae 
The ANC is reported to have been organized originally for the purpose of . 

_ reclaiming territory from Turkey, but to be dominated by’ the eri Progressive 
| League of America at the present time. The APLA has been cited by the Attorney- i 
General as coming within the purview of Executive Order 10450. Drsaiang : 


Reference is made to New York } r dated a 12/9/52, which reflects the 
resuit of an interview with MRS. BEATRIC [LEKIAN, 19 Fast 80 St. New Yo ork City. 


MRS. KELEKIAN at that time furnished infor 
in the enclosed letter. ° On 2/12/53 MRS. KELEKIAN was interviewed at her request 
bySA JAMES H. KAVANJAIGH, JR at which time she repeated the information furnished | 
£0 the Bureau in referenced letter and indicated she would reorganize her 
informetion and would: seid & written outline to the NYO. It is believed 


The files of the New York Office were checked concerning the 


References further indicate that VAVA KATCHADOURIAN, aka MRS. SARK IS 


A yA TCHADOURT 
“BY St. NYC. 


is the wife of an artist-painter who had a ‘studio at 152 West 


i 


i 


tl aan mE 24 = ie ogee eee OS 
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Federel Bureau of Investigation - July 1, 1953 
290 Broadway 
New York City 


Attentionnof Mr. Phillip K. Cavanaugh 


Dear Sir: 


REGARDING THE ACTIVITIES OF JEAN ANDONIAN, 83-09 Talbot St., 3 
Kew Gardens, N.Y., IN CONNECTION ‘WITH THE ARMENIAN GENERAL | - 
BENEVOLENT UNION of AMERICA, 295 Fifth Avenue, N.Y.C. i: 


a 

C AES FRAG. EUSIAN UAT AY 
The Armenian al Benevolent Union has recently ariyounced the re- G - 
tirement of irehgaffareeheuston from all ectivities in connection with 

this orgehization. “Actually his son, Charles, hes taken over under the 

direction of his father. Their home address is 145 Central.Park West, 
business at 295 Fifth Avenue, same as the A.G.B.U. Karegheusian has, and 
still picks the contacts which get money and goods to Soviet Armenia, 
much more than they may be permitted to send with permission they claim 


they have from our State Department. 


ly, one of the people currently engg @yimsuch an @etaaiity. ty 


is Mrs. HasopfAndonian, also known as Jgg éanngAndonian or Jeanne [ ae 


jay and who resides at the 
/ ean Andonian is a naturalized 
citizen of Armenign origin=born in the Neer East. 

Ad ve eo 


This individual left feast States approximately six or seven | 
weeks ago. Her itinerary‘if carried out as planned includes Egypk.. 
France, Switzerland and if possible Lebanon and Austria. In most of these : 
countries the A.G.B.U. operates. Her alleged reason Tor going is to give 
2 eeries of lectures. ‘She has already been to Istanbul and is now in Paris. 
In Paris she is Ataying with Medemoiselle Lydia Karine, 73 Faubourg Poiss- 
onniere. ai arine is a Russian Armenian. Her father whose name is | 
Eshkalsakiaz Vaan is active in the Paris branch of the A.G.B.U. 
which is 16¢ (3 fe the Square Alboni in the 16 arrondisement. Lydia Faring Je) . 
chnehtosthecUnbtedtStktes bast yéarnfor the alleged reason of giving song — F 
recitals and one such was given in New York's Town Hall. a 


. ee Ree 


It is to be noted here that the agents and officers of this organization . 
play on the "cultural angle." 


JEAN ANDONIAN'S CONTACTS ABROAD, ENGAGED IN SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 


Minelli, 46.Rue Poissoniere, Paris. Mrs. Minelli was ordered 
his country about two years ago. Her address is close to that of | 


Karine. 
a vatei®etchadourie/, Russian born Armenian, family still in Russia. Mek | 
oh * a ae ae | ered ~s 
“y ee be / Y / YA : oi 
Jb = on . fh 
gycio8 E 
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Rederai-Buresn-of—investigetion 
_Abhentson-of-NesenPhiltpaiire Cavanaugh” 


One brother resides in Paris at 110 Rue Cardinet. This address was the 
residence and dressmaking establishment of his wife. Since actively 

engaged with his sister thg@ dressmaking business has been given Sk, 
The brother's last name if Sarien and the Wife's maiden name waS\Bedrossian. 
Vava maintains two apartments in Paris,i 45 Rue ‘Bayen and 39 Rue du 22 Sept- 
embre, Becon les Bruyeres. This is considered a Peris Suburb but is reached 
by subway. In New York Mrs. 7 Strect, Heeogeyadst two apartments, 48 Af 4 by ; 


West 56 Street and 152 West 57 Street, Hag oyadjian lives in the 56 Street 7/7 
apartment. The ithe. gee prominén painter in Soviet Ru aussie TK _ 
is closely related to Vavas®atchadourian. J . eae © 


gean Andonian and Vava work in close unison sbroad and here when 
Vava was in this country. 


i 
carn latzian, a former business associate of Hagop Andonian disappeared ee 
from this country hurriedly and mysteriously about six years ego. Hagop abet 
Andonian was closely associated with this man knowing fully his reputation. - 
Their last officeswwere in the Empire Staite Building. It has been impossible 
for the writer to ascertain whether Jean Andonian has been instructed to 
meet with him. Dilsizian has relatives in this city and the last they 
would give out was that he was in Burma. Andonian would know where he is. 


TEST Woah Melko 5640 Netherlands Avenue, Bronx, and travata to 
Lebanon and the Near Bast ‘frequentjy, in the past year, at leat twice. The 4 
step father of Sam Melkon is Bogen Hotel Navarro, 59 Street, yssif 
_ Darien Gonn,, and Red ‘Bank, Ni, Kavookjian is one of the most active 
of the A.G.B.U. cnea frontal ian, with Karagheusian.f He went to Russia in 7946 


with the Capt. Jam Chenkalian, father of Arman nkalian, former assistant 
U.S. attorney for N and one of those questioned before the Crime 
Commission last winter. Kavookjian was the most active in eset ne money take) 
repatriate American Armeniens’ in 1946. - te : 
7 A, 
Jean Andonian and her husband | are very ‘closely wae ec every name 
mentioned in this letter. 


. im Datta el Nee Suet 2 


ae a 


- Andonian's earnings from his business, 309 FifthAvenue, Where he has : 
desk room to'conduct his so called export, import business are extremely 
meagre and his wife's alleged earnings from her writings, which are in 
1! French and have almost no sale whatsoever, and from lectures she. occasionally 

gives in order to establish poner les as & lecturer in anticipation of her cwork 
abrose silane? hegligible. 


ee She is due back around September first and this trip of five months is 
being subsidized by the Armenians on whose subversive business she «is travelling. 
Respectfully ey, 
j : “ey 
XS : et 
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a Director, FBI (100-356147) . | DATE: (8/6/58 | 


FROM 62%" 


SAC, New York’ (100-46846) 
SUBJECT: <LRueNTAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
IS=R 


° 


Re ‘NYlet veers POPOR SIME: the results of the interview with Mrs. CICKRAN 


SARKISIAN, 


Invview of the fact-that™there is no further investigation to be con= 
ducted in this case At is being ae 


SHRSMRG Aull 
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» Office. Meme... Mdum. + UNITED Stasd8 GOVERNMENT | 


eee ey eee TTT 
7 . oe 
fe 


AIR~TEI, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


| ‘UNITED STATES DEHARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


iy, 8/7/53 
Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


6) 4a 
ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLINT UNION, IS = R&AR. REBULET 


- 50 USC 3024 (i - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


FOIA(b) (3) ) (1) 


If IS NOTED THAT BY IETTER OF 


- 5/7/53, THIS OFFICE ADVISED DISTRICT INTELLIGENCE OFFICE, THIRD NAVAL DISTRICT 


OF THE VISIT. OF MRS. SARKISIAN TO NYO ON 4/29/53, AND HER STATEMENTS AT THAT 
TIME. BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED OF RESULTS OF FURTHER EFFORTS 10 SECURE 
it tlie eee iia 


INFO REQUESTED BY REBUIET. oe 
_% | “aT 


BOARDMAN 


CORDED « a7 /0d -45 B/G 
AUE 3 
eX-103 2% 0. 953 


(3) BUREAU (aooeas6uir- (mearsrERED ‘REGUIAR MAIL) 
JRC :PEC if? Y 


_) 
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risa : Dime A) Sent. M Per ; 
WS Boh a‘ or ate  Lagprane? fe | 
—~ - 2 


Mr 

Mr. is dda. 
Mr. Nichols_-, 
i 

; 


Me. Gaarty..—-— § 


*ae. hohe. ween 
i 


i . “a RMEN LAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION, IS DASH R AND AR. pugREsa | 


FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024 (4) (1) 


- Intelligence Sources and Methods 


UACB, NYO WILL CONDUCT 


NO WRTHER ACTION IN INSTANT NER ADD {Gd - 54 OL fF PF - yA 
Cate n. \O Aue 1211953 
— _ &X-126 4 


' BOARDMAN 


_Sent___ Per 
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/ TO ee Sadie FBI (1002356117) DATE: 9/1/53. ah 
beg SA ae af Raaredtied ter eb. dred, 
7 AVE a BAS: New. York (100-1686) nce & CIA, Ustt, ake ; 
SUBJECT: " ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION + INS 9-21 -£ 3 , 
IS - R & AR P sc} ae 


Rebulet 8/12/53 requesting submission of contents of 

unsigned letter dated 7/1/53 addressed to the Federal Bureau of 
) Investigation, of NY memo dated 7/28/53 and NY memo dated 12/9/52 - 
, ina blind memoc. 


Enclosed are five copies of a blind memo containing the 
Contents Os the above. 


ia The source classified as of unknown reliability, who 
‘pimulaied the information,on 11/17/52 and 11/18 and 20/52 is mrs. ; 
BEATRICE ALTMAYERSRODNEVKELEKIAN, a native born citizen, who . Ph Bi 
resides at 19 East 80 Street, NYC. She has stated that she con- ae 
siders the Armenian General Benevolent Union to be a fraud and hs 
to be engaged in subversive activities. She has stated that ‘her : mote 
husband was the surviving heir of a wealthy art dealer, DIKRAN : es 
KELEKIAN, who committed suicide in NYC in 1950. She stated that ae eas 
DIKRAN KELEKIAN was an Armenian patrgit who was aged and feeble 
and that while she and her husband were in Europe in 1956 members 
of the AGBU influenced DIKRAN KELEKIAN to leave his entire fortune 
to the AGBU to be used for patriotic Armenian reasons. She also 
stated that shortly after signing a new will DIKRAN pean en jumped a 
_to ae “death from a hotel window. 


ME a arse ns ete eA a mars” 


ay 


Reliable. sources of the New York’ Offiée have advised: ne ae 
that AGBU was. regarded by all Armenians as’ ‘being | a legitimate - 
‘charitable organization. some 


8 Efforts made to ascertain the identity of the author 

pa of the referenced unsigned letter were unsuccessful. Mrs. 

C BEATRICEMRELEKIAN advised cee she was ‘the author of it. 
sa aes ar naan 


In poeana to the fact that the copy of unsigned letter 
forwarded to the Buréau contained no indication that copies had 
been sent by the writer to the Attorney General and to INS, the 
original unsigned letter contained a notation at the top of page . oe 
one which stated "A copy of this letter is going to the Honorable ae 
HERBERT BROWNEL, Jr. and the Department of Naturalization and . (Cn 
Immigration." This sentence was inadvertently omitted when the 
copy of the unsigned letter. wags madeéo 
j Since there te a8 “pont her investigation to he conducted aa 
by the NYO this case is being“closéd. in, AO O- BODE Y Y L( 


: ; <i ce %, “REGORDED-21 Sep 8 1953 L/ 
ne eee) Ay ny 2a Sby 2 &, S TMDPXED-21 : [gs ro 
arnt | ) rp ners S . EK 103 ; 2 Le a 4 , 
te) _JHR:BA en fe a 
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po 2 emhugust 30, 1953 


Res). ge he nae sy < 


Armenian General Benevolent Union . 
a 295 Fifth Avenue 
: New York City 


On November 17, 18 and 20, 1952, a source of unknown 
reliability advised that the Armenian General Benevolent Union 
(AGBU) was a fraud and was engaged in subversive activities. 
The source indicated that a scandal existed among the Armenian 
Colony in that numeréus older wealthy Armenians had been in- 
fluenced by the Armenian General Benevolent Union to change 
their wills, leaving the money to the Armenian General Bene- 
volent Union and cutting off surviving children penniless. 

The Melkonian will case of 1925 was cited as an example and 


‘4t was said that in this case the Egyptian tobacco "King" 


left his money to the Armenian General Benevolent Union 
cutting off relatives who later managed to "break the will". 
The Souren case in which Wilhelmina Souren, the widow of a 
wealthy stamp dealer of New York City was left penniless by 
her husband who left all his money to the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union was also cited. 


The source also advised that the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union was founded in 1906 by Armenians, outside 
of Armenia; for the purpose of aiding orphans of the Turkish 
Massacres. The Armenian General Benevolent Union later 
branched out and began assisting Armenians in Syria, Lebanon 
and other countries in Asia ro bs brag ee schools and 
orphanages. The Melkonian settl nt gave the Armenian 
Generdl Benevolent Union one million dollars to build schools 
in Armenia (now Soviet Armenia). 


Concerning the finances of the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union the source indicated that at one time 
branches of the Armenian General Benevolent Union had 
money in all the major banks of Europe, chiefly the Banque. 
Vandoise in Luzerne, Switzerland. The source also stated 
that it had been ascertained from what was considered a 
reliable source that all the money had been "smuggled" into 
the U.S. and that the Armenian General Benevolent Union had 


_approximately $8,000,000.00 in its account. 


The source advised that the Armenian General Bene-~ 
volent Union was engaged in espionage but had nothing specific 
on which to base this statement except that the Armenian 
General Benevolent Union transmitted funds to Soviet Armenia 
for the support of schools and orphanages and had no positive 


knowledge of the ultimate use of the funds. 


COPIES DESTROYED 
ete f iS a : 
Rave DEC 4 4952 


/00 — 35614 er 


wee eS, 
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It was stated by the same source that the Armenian 
General Benevolent Union in 1946 assisted in the collection 
of funds for the repatriation of Armenians to Soviet Armenia 
and that in the bulletin of the Armenian General Benevolent 
Union there were numerous "ads" which offered congratulations | 
to those returning and expressing confidence that one million 


dollars could be raised to assist the repatriates. pad 
The source questioned the loyalty to ipempnalea States 
of a number of Armenian General Benevolent Union members but 
had nothing specific on which to base an opinion in fAhis regard. 
It was mentioned that Haik*zKavookjian and Jame sxtha alian went vss i> 
to Soviét Armenia officially as members of the Armenian General 4 
Benevolent Union in 195 and returned in 19.6. . $+—was—also. woe 
ment-oned—that-—Mtss—Vave=Ratchadcorian-was--very—friendly—with 
the-RusSian Consul in-New-York-¢ity—and-Washington,-—D.G.— 


A 


> 


7U 

An anonymous lettew dated July 1, 1953 contained 
references to the Armenian Géneral Benevolent Union. It 
indicated that arshagKaragh sian had retired from the 
Armenian General Benevolent Wnion and that his duties has 
been taken over by his son, harles’Karaghensian. It also 
stated that Karagheusian has}/and still picks the contacts 
which get money and goods to/Soviet Armenian and stated 
that this was over end above} what was sent with permission 
of the State Department. : 


LY. 


This anonymous conmunication mentioned Mrs. Hagop | ie eee 
(Jeanne)Vandonian, a naturalized citizen of Armenian origin, Sas 
as one of the contacts and indicated that she was presently ey. 
out of the United States and that her itinerary includes 
It stated that her trip 


The letter also dicated that Jeanne Andonian 
when in Paris stdyes at thei home of Lydi®Kerine, a Russian 
Armenian, 73 F DOUne eo hye ore and that Lydia Karinets 
father, Eshkalakian” asa Gommunist who was active in the 
Armenian General Benevoleny Unione 4 pisses sA 

The communication further indicated that the con- 
.tacts of Jeanne Andonian abroad who were engaged in subversive 


activity were angele Minellis, 46 Rue Poissoniere, Paris, 


i 
: 
t 


4 i 
be 523. if 
oe 
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ye RANE | x 
Vavext atché’ Dourian, 33 Rue Bayen, Paris, Garbis’Dilsizian, 
address not known and Alicefielkon, 56140 Netherlands Avenue, 
Bronx, New_York who travels aproad. There were no instances 
of subversive activities set put. 


Sources of known Sal aeiaiy have advised that the 


Armenian General Benevolent Umion is known to all Armenians 


as a legitimate charitable organization. 


HW 46073 


Docld: 32976655 Page 335 


a . 
“~~ August 30,1953 


Armenian General Benevolent Union 
; 295 Fifth Avenue 
| . New. York City - 


uted On November 17, 18 and 20, 1952, a source of unknown reliability 

| advised that the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) was a fraud and 

i ; was engaged in subversive activities. The source indicated that a scandal 
existed among the Armenian Colony in that numerous older wealthy Armenians 
had been: influenced by the Armenian General Benevolent Union to change their 
wills, leaving the money to the Armenian General Benevolent Union and cutting 
off surviving children penniless, The Melkonian will case of 1925 was cited 
as an example and it was said that in this case the Egyptian tobacco "King" 
left: his money to the Armenian General Benevolent Union cutting off relatives 
who later managed to “break the will". The Souren case in which Wilhelmina 
Souren, the widow of a wealthy stamp dealer of New York City was left penni- 
less by her husband who left all his money to the Armentan General Benevolent 
Union: was. ateo cited. 


The source also advised that the Armenian General Benevolent 
Union was founded in 1906 by Armenians, outside of Armenia, for the purpose 
of-aiding orphans of the Turkish Massacres, The Armenian General Benevolent 
' Union-leter branched out and began assisting Armenians: in Syria, Lebanon ~ 
and other countries in Asia Minor, building schools and orphanages. The 
'Melkonian settlement gave the Armenian General Benevolent Union one million 
dollars to build schools in Armenia (now Soviet Armenia). 


; Concerning the finances of the Armenian General Benevolent Union 
the source: indicated that at one time branches of the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union had money in all the major banks of Europe » chiefly the 
Banque-Vandoise in Luzerne, Switzerland. The source also stated that it 
had ‘been ascertained from what was considered a reliable source that all 
the money had been "smuggled" into the U.S. and that the Armenian General - 
Benevolent Union had approximately $8,000,000.00 in its account. 


“~« The source advised that the Armenian General Benevolent Union was 
engaged in espionage but had nothing specific on which to base this statement 
except that the Armenian General Benevolent Union transmitted funds to Soviet 
Armenia for the support of schools and amhenege: and had no positive knowledge 
of the ultimate use of the funds. 
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It was.stated by the same source that the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union in 1946 assisted in the collection: of funds for the re- 
patriation of Armenians to Soviet Armenia and that in the bulletin of the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union there were numerous "ads" which offered 
congratulations to those returning and. expressing confidence that. one million’ 
dollars could be raised to assist the repatriates. 


_ The source questioned the loyalty to the United States of a number 
of Armenian General Benevolent Union members but had nothing specific on which 
to base. an opinion in this regard. It was mentioned that Haik Kavookjian and 
James Chankalian went to Soviet Armenia officially as members of the Armenian 
General Benevolent Union in 1945 ¢ and neturned in 1946, 


“Source advised that the following persons were members of the 


. AGBU aaa Weare probebly. not loyal American citizens: 


; - ARSHAG KARAGHEUSIAN, President of the AGBU, and CHARLES | 
‘KARAGHEUSIAN, his son, both of whom reside at 145-Central. Park West ? 
‘NeY.C., and who owns the A. and aM. Keragheusian Rug Company at 

eee Fifth’ Avenue, NeY.C. 


HAIK KAVOOKJIAN and his son HOWARD, who reside at the 
Hotel Novarro, N.Y.C., and at an estate in Darien, Connecticut ’ 
Both of whom sre active in. the AGBU. — 


“RICHARD K. ‘GREGORY who is President of ‘the American | 
branch of the AGBU and who resides at 6804 Burns Street, Forest 
Hills, RY. ~ 


GALLABI GULBENKIAN who owns the Gulbenkian Seamless 
Rug ‘Company of New Brunswick, New Jersey, and who is active in 
the AGBU and who resides. at 50 Prospect Avenue, Larchmont, NY. 


'- VAHAN KURKJIAN who is active in the AGBU and employed 
at their office 295 Fifth Avenue, N.Y¥.C., and who resides at 320 
Wadsworth Avenue, N.¥.Co 


Mrs. M. HOVSEPIAN who travels widely in Europe and 
. the Middle East and who could be an espionage epee although 
estensibly traveling under the AGBU auspices. 
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Miss VAVA KATCHADOORIAN who is very friendly with 

"the: Russian Consul in N.Y.C. and Washington" and who travels — 
widely: in Europe and the Near East as an artist, although a very 
poor. painter. KATCHADOORIAN.,,says she is poor but she spends a good 
deal of money. KATCHADOORIAN resides in N.Y¥.C. at 48 West 56 


_ Street«or 152 West 57th Street and in Paris at 39 Rue Du 22 


Septembre or at 33 Rue Bayen in care of Sarian. 
‘An- anonymous letter dated July 1, 1953, reads as follows: 


REGARDING THE ACTIVITIES OF JEAN ANDONIAN, 83-09 Talbot. 
St., Kew Gardens, N.Y., IN CONNECTION WITH THE ARMENIAN GENERAL" 
BENEVOLENT UNION Of oes 299 Fifth Avenue , N.Y.C. 


“ si wi. oa 


“The Armenian General Benevolent Union hae. recently announced 
the: retirement of. Arshag. Karagheusian from all activities in. connec- 
tion with this organization. Actually his son, Charles, has taken 
‘over’ under the direction of his father. Their home address is 
145, Central Park West, business at 295 Fifth Avenue , - ‘game as the _ 
A.G-B.U. Karagheusian. has,.and still picks the contacts which get 
money and goods to Soviet Armenia, much more than they: may be per- 
mitted to ‘send with permission they claim they have from our State 
Department. 


‘Specifically, one of the people currently engaged in such 


-an activity is Mrs. Hagop Andonian, also known as Jean or Jeanne Andonian 


or Jeanne. Philipous Andonian, whose pen name is Janine May. and who 
resides at the address indicated above with her husband. Jean 
Andonian is a naturalized citizen of amen rset born in the 
Near East. 


ee = This individual left the United States approcimatals six 
or seven: weeks ago. Her itinerary if carried out as planned in- 
cludes Egypt, Turkey, France, Switzerland and if possible Lebanon 
and Austria. In most of these .countries the A.G.B. U. operates. 
Her alleged reason for going is to give a series of lectures. She 
has already been to Istanbul and is now in Paris. In Paris she is 


wet ee ee eg eee 
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staying with Mademoiselle Lydia Karine, 73 Faubourg Poiss- 

onniere.. Lydia Karine is & Russian Armenian. Her father whose name 
is Eshkalekian is a communist and is active in the Paris branch 

of. the: A.G.B.U. which is located at the Square Alboni in the 

. 16 arrondisement. Lydia Karine came to the United States last 

year for: the alleged reason of giving song recttats and: one such 
Wasi. given . in New York's: Town Hell. 


_ It is to be noted here that. the agents and officers’ 
of this organization play on the. "cultural angle." 


JEAN {_ANDONTAN'S. CONTACTS ABROAD ENGAGED. IN. SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 


: Angele Minelli ; 46. Rue. sPoleaantess ’ Pacla: Mrs. Minelli 
Was: -ordered to leave this country about two years ago. Her address 
is close to that of Karine. ~ 


Vava Katchadourien , Russian born Armenian, family still 
in Russia. “One brother resides in Paris at 110 Rue Cardinéet. 
This* address: was the residence and dressmaking establishment. of his 
wife, - Since actively engaged with his sister the dressmaking. busi- 
ness has-been’ ‘given up. ‘The brother's’ last name is Sarian and the 
wife's. maiden name Was Bedrossian. Vava maintains two apartments 
in Paris, 33 Rue Bayen and 39 Rue du 22 Septembre, Becon les Bruyeres. 
This: Is considered a Paris suburb but is reached by subway. - In. 
New. York: Mrs. Katchadourien maintains two apartments, 48 West 56 
‘Street and 152. West. 57 Street, Hagop Boyadjian lives in the 56 ‘Street 
apartment.- The painter, Sarian, the prominent painter in Soviet 
Rucate: is closely related to Vava Katchadourian, 

‘Jean Andonian and Vava work in close unison abroad 

and here when Vava was in this Souieys re 
Garbis Bilsizian, a former business associate of Hagop Andonian 
‘disappeared from this country hurriedly and mysteriously. about 

six years ago. Hagop Andonian was closely associated. with this man 
knowing fully his reputation. Their last offices were in. the 
pire State Building.. It has been impossible for the writer to. 
ascertain whether Jean Andonian has been instructed to meet with. 
him, Dilsizian has relatives in this city and the last they would — 
give out was that he was in Burma. Andonian would know where he is. 


ee = — 
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Alice Melkon, a young woman born in. Lebanon is. a link here in 
New York, She is the wife of Sam Melkon, 5640 Netherlands 
Avenue, Bronx, and travels to Lebanon and the Near East fre- 
quently,-.in the past year, at least twice. The step father of 
' Sam Melkon is Haig Kavookjian, Hotel Navarro, 59 Street, 
Darien Conn., and Red Bank, N.J. Kavookjian is one of the most 
active members of the A.G.B.U. working closely with Karagheusian. 
_ He went to: Russia in 1946 with the Capt.. James Chankalian, 
father of Armand. Chankalian, ‘former assistant U.S. attorney for 
N.Y.-. and one of those: questioned before the Crime. Commission 
last winter. Kavookjian was the most active in meres money to 
mepeeraate American. Armenians in. A946. 


Jean Andonian sua nee tnusbaula are very closely tied 
with every name mentioned in this letter. 


Andonian's earnings from his business, 309 Fifth Avenue, 
‘where he has desk room to conduct his so called export, import 
business are extremeiiy meagre and his wife's alleged earnings 
from her writings, which are in French and have almost no sale 
whatsoever, and from lectures she occasionally gives in order 
to establish herself as a lecturer in anticipation of her work 
abroad, are negligible. . a 


She is due back around Septenber first and this trip of 
five months is being subsidized by the Armenians on whose 
subversive business she is travelling. 


Respectfully 
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val STANDARD: Rok NO. G4 wee ug - Ds 
i od, ee ee. 
‘| * Office Mimirondam > UNITED S'.ATES GOVERNMENT | 
| 
a TO : Director, FBI Ps6Beue7) pata. 10/21/53 
: AVE ron 2 ‘sac, New York (100-6846) c 
susject: “ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION S 
. ““TS"s"R arid “AR 


Reference is made to Bulet dated 


i FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(i1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


Referance is also made to NY tels dated 8/7 and 11/53 


a in whieh the Bureau was advised of the NYO's action in this 
rsh CASE. 
j 
| 
| 
FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(i1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 
\ 
iy 
| 
| 
ne = 4 
- Since there is no further investigation to ‘be conducted | — ; 
if {| by the NYO this case is being closed. ee 
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| | JHK:MG a es . = 
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. number of the directors of the branch societies of captioned organization 


al _ OF THE 

‘UNITED: STATES OF AMERICA 
American Embassy’ 
Paris 8, France 


eee 


Date: § January 20, 1955 
To: Director, FBI ie Ale | -| 
From: ‘Legat, Paris (105-0) 


Subject :<“ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION Pane 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R & ARMENIAN eee 


reported that the captioned organi- 


zation, with headquarters at 295 Fifth Avenue, New York 16, New York, is -«. °° Rie 


possibly engaged in. activities which may be inimical to the best interests os ie 
of the United States. This source related that the captioned organization  , | 
is a philanthropic Armenian society which distributes funds throughout the — *’ ; 


world for needy Armenian causes. Reportedly, most of these funds are con- Belg. 
tributed by wealthy American Armeniansand, although the parent organization . * ‘j 
in New York is free of Communist taint, the subsidiary branches, which are "3,94 | 


located in most of the large cities throughout the world, are directed by 
Communists or Communist sympathizers. According to the informant, a 


in Europe and the Near East are known to him to be Communists. The source. »” 
declared that many influential Armenians in Europe resented U. 8S. funds a Ae 
being used by Armenians in Europe and the Near East for Communist purposes, . 


It was not possible to secure additional information from the ae 
informant, and he was very vague as to precise facts. The above is bx. | 
being furnished to the Bureau, however, as of possible interest. a Bd 
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L! From: 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 


UNITED STATES. OF AMERICA FOTA (b) (7) 


American Embassy 
Paris 8, France 


February 16, 1955 
Director, FBI 


Legat, Paris (105=0-347) 


Subject: CArwiantan GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R & ARMENIAN - 


Reourlet 1/20/55. 


Enclosed herewith are three copies of 


at Paris. 


Enclosure ~ 3 
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memorandum containing information furnished by A 
copy of the attached memorandum was passed to CIA and the Embassy 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 


.File No. WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 
February 16, 1955 
\ : 
| ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
On February 15, 1955, a source who has furnished both rekiable 
and unreliable information reported that the Armenian General .Benevolent 
Union at Paris employs one ACHOT PATMAGRIAN, .According to this source, 
-.¢  ACHOTAPATMAGRIAN was at one time the leader of the Armenian Communist 
J.” Party in Paris. rors ) ; 


It has come to his attention, the informant reported, that 
the Armenian General Benevolent Union is presently operating a school 
called "Ecole Tebrotzasser", 1 Boulevard du Nord, Le Rainey, (Seine—et— 
Oise), -The director of the school is one Madame ACULINEBOYADJIAN. 
so _pccording to source, she.is a Communist. She used to be married to one 
ace feonan, whe was also a Communist.” ~~~ ee ae ee. wd he ais 
Peg yo eer eee CLAY ICAL Re AED Led BUR EE 
‘According to source, captioned. organization is a philanthropic ~~ 
Armenian society with headquarters in New York which distributes funds 
| throughout the world for needy Armenian causes, Reportedly, most of 
ae these funds are contributed by wealthy American Armenians and, although 
_the parent organization in New York is free of Communist taint, se 
_¢’ subsidiary branches which are located in many of the large cities 
". throughout the world are directed by Communists or-Communist~sympathizers. 


nl 
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. S. TREASURY DEPARTME.. AT 
WASHINGTON 25. 


OFFICE OF 
COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 
COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 


wien SEP 4. 1957 


AND REFER TO 


ga O:I:I 


: a . : 7 : ys & 
i Mr. John Edgar Hoover fay 
i ‘Director 
i a Federal Bureau of Investigation Ny 
vl ys Department of Justice — £ 
j 4 Washington 255 De Co C Marts me ¢ | Panga Ke ee oe a al 


AOE en ee ED 


* Dear Mr. Hoover: 


V 


; 4 
| We are attaching a photostat of as ieiter dated August 26, 
; iKelekian for your pags ae 
' since he alleges subversive activities on the part o a 
General Benevolent Union of America, ENR 25 250 Fifth Avenue, 
“Néw_ York City... fas 


Mr. Kelekian has been advised concerning this referral. 


Very truly yours, 


Director, Intelligence Division 


ally 


wok | 
oe 2) 18 SEP“ 1957 a 


\\ 
INDEXED - 21 tn 
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19 East 80 Street 


CHARLES DIKRAN KELEKIAN ‘ 
New York City, 21, N.Y. 


: August 26, 1957 
Internal Revenue 
Washington, Dic, 


= Rot known git: sl a fileg 
Dear Sir, | 


ent Union 


firmenian General Benevolent. Union of America, Inc. 


FOL ee ENE IR we ‘a cate ee enoenmamen nas 


Axnienian General Benevelent Union of America 


Addtess: 220 Fifth Avenue. Ney York City 


ae eS ON EE TT ae, Ore ST = 


agin 


The above nahed tax exenpt Organization is 3 tax evading, subversive entity en~ 
Ae ing 

nee 
t i 


in a minumun of the work it alleges to be doing, in order to remain in exigt— 
» %It indulges in and has indulged in whet it specifically states in its Charter 
s not doing. 


& 
@ 
Ba 


The Organization (to be referred to in this letter as the AGBU) is attempting 
frantically at the moment to régularize its status in Switzerland also in France 
and in the United Stetes in order not to be ohligced to stop its tax evading, sub- 
véersive activities, 

The weiter will go into some detail specifying Aames and events in Part Two 
of this letter after attempting to convey the general set up of the Organization. 


The above named eroups are used particularly for Tax Evasion and Subversion 
by those whe have menbershiw in the special categories as provided for in its Cher- 
ter, those who serve es Officers, of the Organization, those on the Central Committee 
witich controle the activities through controlled voting and also a group of indivie- 
uals who are not in any of the categories mentioned above but are "imder covartt 
workers, these latter generally just ordinary members or appearing to have resizned 
from the Organization, 


There is still another group whose chief source of livliheod is derived from 
trafficking on the tex exemption granted the Organization wit the help of She 
Central Committee and the nowers vested therein and the apparent absence of suffic— 
tent control and check-iw to this point, by the U.S. authorities, 


Their technigue iis to divide the activities amohé certain groups which are closes 
ly controlled by the Central Comittee in order for the structure to be complicated 
and wide-spread and aifficult in the event of investigation, 


Tt's International aspect Vitates, its activities in Tax Evasion and Subversion, 


Reports are devised at regular intervals IS. ties in the 
event of possible que honing about These are carefully 


composed and checked ty some associated with thi 


believe to be influential and ahove suspicion up te the 
of the Reports, 
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, Honorable Harrington, @ 


CROSS. DIREGTORSHIPS 


_ Cross Dirac 
Gulbenkian Foundation 


Central Comaittes of the aCBU, some of 


under cover workers. These names will also be 


oe 


csiven with cata, 


PENSIONS 
: —S 
There are individuals in and out of the United States, Ainévican citizens and non= 
Americans receiving life pensions payable in tax exempt dolla: Ae: nsions contin- 
wing to acerue to wife and family in the event of the death of the recipient, These 
individuals are receiving the pensions for the work they have heen doing and are doing 
for the AGBU against the interests cf the United States. Wames and data will be 
given. 


ee 


INTERNATIONAL ASPECT 


Some facts about specific individuals who operate internationally for the iGBU 
and photostats of sone documentation will be included in Part Two of this letter. 
This will reveal the technique used by the Organization for this phase of its activity. 


There ate lawyers and others in the aGBU, iho through devious methods manage. to 
obtain last minute wills from aged and avine individuals. There are picked grouns 
: J b f o 


fer 


from the categories mentioned above who are named to serve as executors. Sometimes 
an Officer of the aGBU who is a lawyer draws the last. minute will. 


The. Estates of particular interest are those in which yalueble assets can, be 
olen or substituted. The original assets are oft United States 
h the resultant loss in inheritance taxes and undeélared Income Taxes by. the indiv- 


@ 
duals who derive the proceeds of these sales. Names and data te@ be given, 
Py bs oO 4 


The international asnect is here prought into play as will he brousht out, 


TRAVELLING IN CONNECTION WITH Tay EVASION AND SUBVERSION. 
7a not checked on their 
the Near East-—“yria, 
The Reports 
travellers." These Reports 
describe deplorabl conditiens among armenians for 
whom the AGRU has been al r% drives for rears bitthe same 
trouble, spots never improve. 


Usually the objectives of the travellers are as follows: 


~-----4 pleasiire trip which becomes tax deductible. 
téide of the U.S., the oceeds of which remain undeclared, 
ization in the above nemed countries and other 
an order that fumds and sonetimes merchandise 
ly be diverted elsewhere, directly or 
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Honorable. varrinct MD Re, AGBU 
Soe e ee , os 
I have testimony taken under oath of two members of the &GBU, one of whom 
on the Central Board of Di trectors, which I place at. your disposal, if you desire 


S$ 
t. THis testimony is relevant to a great deal of what is contained in these letters 


a 
i 


beer one tela will receive shortly I shall mention 
nnec otk with their activities in this Organization 


In Part Two of this le 
names of nae in co 
as known to me. 


I have strong reason to know, in spite of their efforts to conceal, that 


eal of activity is taking place ae the moment. Therefore I feel it is urg ent 
get this to you as quickly as possible. 


I would ask you to kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter to my home address, 
19 East, 80 Street, New York City, 21, N.Y. 


I presume I may expect thi protection of secre y from wy goverment in submitting 
this and those te Follows 


Very truly FOURS, 


_ v7 (be HM vbbe 


Char rles D. Kelokian 
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RING TON 
ISSIONER OF INTEPMAL 
WASHIIGTON, D.C. 


United States America 


PARIS N° 34 


8575 
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RECEIVED 


Auc 29 10 ys AM °57 


‘NTELUGENCE yy 
WASHINGTON 0° 


Bowes. Cr, 1 
OUTLET KOT “st rey 
PUe8T ip "aay 9g 


UETHOTOY" Gg’ 5 


a 


oe 
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SSS 
4 

i 

3 


y pen ORE AT reagent i pcatahan bas " . ‘ 
*y 
a hee : - | ae. Toleon | 
ap Oe ay ae eee 3 ? Mr Kighole. 
/ STANDARD FORNE. » J } 


Ne, Boerdman__. 


Go My, B 
Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVER tae 


Ye “\ 10 :Director, Federal Bureau of en DATE: Septenber 1 ml 1957" 


GIR ¢ /-' 
op itian F. Tompkins, Assistant ere ner é, 


Internal Security, Division ap 


Lee 
UBJECT arneoten General Benevolent Union, et ale a ANY Ve j 7 | 


There is forwarded herewith for your informa tion and 


F any action deemed.advisable, a copy of a letter dated August 26, 
19 9T from Charles Dikran Kelekian, regarding the above organization. 
Mr. Kelekian's letter has been acknowledged, but ‘he: has” 
7 yf not been advised of this referral. as 
VAN ; & > 
Enelos ure 


en) ss 3I 


13 som, [00-35 é) "7 


: a RECORDED-56 
i 


AN | momm.ee  /00-F5C14 7 male 


vi 


ras! SP 


STS 234057 


boat 


HY 46073 Docld:32976655 Page 54 


page > yf) 
J CILRLES . wah. oe eee rT mo g is 


mele, 
YS Baste ae tte fy! 
New York Cit, f 
; al: 
Honorable He ctertrA,, Brownall ieget, 26. ge » f 
Attoriw Sacersl of the Onited States BO BOR we NL 
Fe3 hs. ngtiony, Dery 


Dear Sir, 


‘The above named Tax Exompt Organization is a tax evadine, ‘subversive antity er 
gaging ina minumm of the work ft alleges te hy doing, in order te remain tn ‘exige af 
tence. at nee in and has indulged in what 4 zpacitleally statse in its Charter } 


. The Organization (to be raferred to in this letter as ths AGBU) Js attempting 
frantically at tha menent to ragulariza Its status fn Sulteerdand, aleo in. France 
and in She United States in order net to he ofiiged to stop its tao avading, subverw 
sive activities, ; 


The writer will go Into some detalii specifying namag arsl events in Part Tyo 
of this Iettar after attenpting ta convey the general seteup of ‘the Organization, 


fiasas — a Thecehewe nemad groups wee .wsed particularly for Pac Eras lon and Subvorston a 
. By thora vhe haya memberstiip in the special catecortes ‘aa provided F for in aie iia; --- — 

ter, thepe ubo gervo as Offlowrs of the Orvanization, thése on the Central Committee 

oz Bedrd. of Diresters which esntrols the uctivities threugh. contralle4 voting ‘and 

algo a group of imlividuals who ara not in any of the categories mentioned dheve 

bub are Sunder cover” workers, these letter generally jast ordinary mewbere cr | 

‘aposaring to have regigned fron the Organtaatior, : 


There is at41) another group wiose chisf source of Livilhood fis derived fran 
teaffioking on the tax exemption pranted the Organization with the help of the. 
Canteal Comittee or Board of Diteetors and the powexg vated therein. and’ the ‘ein 
arank absence of sufficient wontrol.and sheck=yp te this point, by the 0,5, auth. eh 

_orities, For inatende, one Haig eaiduntvetRingham Photo-Eagraving Geis 0) .. 
at 330 West 42 8%... N.Y.C. hae tie oapeetiting for ist i tha irmanian 
Frogressive ‘Leagus, - This letter Orgs aiazation Te. krew to the Juatics Dept, of the BLS. 

ag ba dng a subveryive Body» je 


Gq 
‘Their teatindqua is tot Lh the aotivitios gmong eertatn BPOuUps “Which are cloadly 


contrelied by the Ceritral Committoa in order for. one strinture to be eonplicated ! 
and wide-wpread and difficult tin the evant of Inventigation, _ 


Ite InternatTonall Aspect facilitates ita actipitiea iv Tax Bvasion. and’ Subveratori.. 


Reports are devised et regwlar intervals te satisfy the 7.8, authorities in the 
event ef gosaibdls quastioning about their varied manipulations, These ara carefully ° 
aompoaed and chackad by acme asscelated with this group whe dlradt Armenians they 
bel leve to be influential and abeva suspicien up to the F preset, to sapme authorship —- 
of the Reports, | [EE rs ot & fee ° 


siNCLOSURE ‘ 1 


Gross Directorships tn another quastionahle Poatation, The Gulletd Gulbenidan 
Foundation, 295° Fifth dvenua, New York City, are Held ty members cf the Cerizel Som , 
mittee or Board of Directora of the AGBU, sand of the se called re-vlar members and 
some of the imder sover workers, These names will also be given with data. 


There are individudle in and out of the Untted States, tverioan otttzens and non 
&meridana ‘receiving life pensions able in tax exempt dollars, these pansious carting. 
ulng fo acorue to wife and funily tn the event of the death of the recipfant.. These ee, 
Ardividwals are rapeiying the pensions for the work they have bean doing and ae doing: 
for the ACBU against the interests of the United Stateg, Nemes and data wil) be 
giver, ; 


ry 
q 


° 


Sone fests deut epecific Individuals who operate -Anternationally for the aGBU 
end. photortats ‘oF seme documentation will be included tn Part wo of this letter, 
This will rewead. the technique used-ly the Grganization for th! phase of: {tg ‘aetivite., | 


There are lawyers and others in the ACBU, who through deviow methods manacea to ( 
obtain daat minute wills fron aged an® dying individwale,, There are: pieked’ groups sia 
fran the categories mentioned abeve who are namad to agrve SB: oxe@utera, Sanatines 

en Officer ef the ABU who ta © lewyer draws tha last minute will, 


The Estates of particulary intersst ere those in witcéh valUoBYS assetpan te 
stolen or substituled, Tho original assste are often sold anveide of tha Thited States 
with the resultant lesa in inheritence taxeg ad uideclared Incame Takeo by the indive 
Rduala who derive tha prodoedé of these sales. Baws and data to ‘ta given, j 


4d 


The -Interpational aspect ia here brought inte play as will be brought cut. 


Raiding advaritege ofthe thet! that U.S. authorities hava not checked on thetr : 
activities carried cut in Soviet drmenta and other parts of the Neer Rostenigria, 
Labanon, Egypt, Cyprus, thé Organisation has a €Poup of “travellers.” The. Raporty s 


I mentioned previoualy etpponedly emanates from these *travellers.® These Reporte 
describe Ceplorshle conditions in achedils and living conditions among Armendang for 
whem the AGRU hag teen allegedly having fund’ waiving dréves for years but the sana 
trouble spota never improve, : é 


Noually the cijeotives of the travellers ara aq felLore; 


-—-teiontacting agents for the Organization in the above named ematrdes and other 
countries such es dustrin and italy, in order that fimds an® sometimes merohandise. 
earmarked for Sskedle and. Hospitals allegedly We diverted clnaviare, directly or 
-indirgatly fe Series Arnenia,. 


ie Se A ps 


ae 
\ 
4 
7 


} 

¢ 

/ 
/ 


if . , . “a\ 
a i 4 ace ee A 
i : By 2. ye 
——Soniucting and usiue to @his. ond the Armenian Church and Clergy » thie ha eee tape 
of wiificli is in Prahmindzin, Soviet Ammania.. I will give tnforfetion ion this ? 
2» wy date on Halk Kawookjian. 


a———A plessird trip which beeoman tax dedust<bi¢. 
ome posal of aesets ornteide the T.8. which ramain uwedeciarcd.,. 


In, Fart Deo of this totter which you will receive shortly I shal mention || 
names of {nAtvidusla Uy connertion with thehr antiv ities dw thie Cagenization es 
known. to mes 


I would ask you te idindly acknowledge receipt of this fetter to my hane adéresa, | 
if Best. 60 Strceti, Naw York City, 22, WY. : wl 
Z presune XL may expect the proteation of aeoreey fran sy government in submitting i 

this oi fase to Poh. 


o 


Very, truly youre, 
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AREA LAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION _ 
Birthdate & Place of QUEENS, NEW Yo _ 


Address 


a 
; Searcher 
R#_—_____ Date ee ee Initials ric 


4-22 (Rey. 12-1058) a Beet a 


Federal Bureau of In stigation 
Records Brai. — 


“October 19, , 1959 


[1 Name Check Unit - Room 6523 
Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Review . _ 
Attention a 
Return to G.-C. M 
‘Supervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 
Reg ‘Regular Request (Analytical Search) 
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
Subversive References Only 
Nonsubversive References Only 


| ea 
[| Main References Only 


Type of Search Requested: 
estricted to Locality of 
Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
Buildup ‘Variations 
Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 


Subject ARMENTAN GENERAL BEWEVOLE 


ieecaines — 


HIRE NUMBER SERIAL 
= } nk lnicnd 
MI00- 35h14 atl Sect 
Noo - 382499 | 


(Nijo0 - 28168 EYED 
II} 00- 332237 
WY 0-7902 | 
Lh Wy alae Pyrtar’’ ' dam ) 196 
p14 bey . (ui Lcaliamng 
ash . 7° ¥ 
) 4.6% 
hob ~S 214 [ 
loo-ISGU% ALL 
100-0 4399 
[eG-EbY02 1G Tat 
Aa Biome ey A 
100-20355 | TA3 p10 
Loo-I73B 42 13 
loo- 1964649 3 
N00 =25279 | 
100-3119 20 
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422a (Rev, 8-23-57) 


Subj: 


Supervisor 


FILE NUMBER 


fe 
’ © NUMEROUS REFER, CE 


SEARCH stip’ 


Room. SSF 


: , Searcher | 
oe. Uae ae ge fo-/g Initial = 


SERIAL _ 


b2-LYY2T-3 364 


bb-fb6u407, 
bLE-ShQAI 

00~0 | 
lo0- ISGUY 


|. 100- 34/962 
| PO ta 
00-339] 
| 00-196 ¥b4 
bi-~ 13¢ 
100-3119 2a 
6£-30692, 
bu-1d0¢ 
100~3UCY0/ 
b~£774 


00-357033 


alte Lb 
bb- b 
b HS 
po 00 4 qk 
Ne un) dons. 
100 —S564 
loo-Gb6gy | 
pe ae: A loo - 356 | 
io [loo - 35 | 
62-b0b27 
65-£4402 
| 100-156 44 
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AG J LCs 


xX Aw. bo) | 


“. 02 
tn! y donuruea/ 
jp take b.l949 


3S QO G3 pynth FR 


IS £04.28 
37 


Supervisor 


; . “ 
’ . 
7 bogh 
Se eee ey ee 


#22a (Rev, 8-23-57) ~~ 
SO oe “NEMEROUS REFER, CE 


SEARCH SLIp —“ 


ba titans edhe ns) 
Thaw) 


Room 1E3 1 
. Searcher 
Date [0-1/9 Initial “Ay 


FILE NUMBER _ SERIAL 
Civmenian! Son. Ponunteit has, 
| 6£~ 30092, Tab 
loo~IEE y 4 Idd. p aS 30 
62-6433 § 


Wyman! Yon. Revit Lencend 
JO ~ 
CHB. TAL AG. 
Ios 3B Tt ——— 
OO SHE TG = lpg 

AGG 


Oo-!I5bYU4 | e| | 
Loo- 0 us coho) a 
100 - 33293 7 
lO0o-15bY4 IAdy. (0 


loo -1l4bu4 ae 2, 
b1-13¢6uy | S ees 


10d - B2L2L3 ZL 


We thy) vey akira] asstiohte dh 
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: When I asked the Catholicos how ‘things were going in / 
i 
f 


; wo ° io : - ' a’ 
ae —CONPEDENERAE—( 


The Foreign Service COPY 


of the 
United States of America 


American Embassy 
Beirut, Lebanon, \ 


April 5, 1961. 


OF FICIAL- INFORMAL 
—CONBEDENEEAE— -~ 


Dear Armin: 


This morning I made some of my annual Easter calls on 


various prelates in Lebanon. These doctaies His Beatitude, 


PaultBoutro uchi, the Maroni iarch of Antioch, 
my good friénd Archbishop Philipiabas, head of the Greek 
. Catholic church, and another good! friend, His Holiness Zre I. i 


_7batholicos of the Armenian Orthodox Church of Cilicia. | 


ia 


the Armenian community, he said that the fight against 

communist influence in the church was on the whole moving i 
reasonably well. However, he protested very strongly at i 
what he claimed was American private support for communist | 
elements in the Armenian communities of Lebanon, Syria and- j 
Cyprus. He said the Armeni§n.General_Benevolent Union whose { 
| President is one Mr. AlexWenoukian of Detroit, Michigan an, wasi Poe 
steadily sending funds to its branch offices in these three f 
Near Eastern countries who in turn were supporting communist- / 
inspired schools and religious institutions. By way of example, ; 
His Holiness said that last May at an Armenian school north of 
Aleppo near the Turkish frontier the Director of the school 

actually paraded a portrait of Stalin. The Catholicos added 

that there is a group of dissident Armenian priests in. Lebanon 

who are "sheltered" by the General Benevolent Union. He 

expressed fear as to an increasing communist ascendancy in the! 
Armenian commmity on Cyprus which likewise, he says, receives 
monetary support from the Benevolent Union. 


Eyl Knowing 


jes H. Meyer, Esquire, ve "00-3, Cr ed SL4/ foe” 19 


Deputy Assistant Secretary for ees 
Eastern and South Asian Affairs, 


Department of State 
__/ Washington, D.C. ag JUL 12 1961 | 
wf tad VA rs ae ; 
if fate Mage oe cae y° “CONPIDENEEAL— ) Wer 
2 Ortho ie eae MS . Se . Me i 
7-n-b/ fo yO 
ART 44) Y oe 1 9 
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FO I 


a 


A(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(4) (1) - 


o 


an 7 are a : — 


—CONPISENEAL 


oe 


‘Knowing what a can of agile worms can be opened by pok- 
ing up the. American Armenian community, I thought it best to 
draw thés allegation by His Holiness to. your attention by an 
informal letter. I am sending copies to 


Knowing how emotional the Armenians are, 
S possible that His Holiness has exaggerated his charges. 
On the other hand it would seem idiotic for the United States 
to countenance the subyention of commmist activity abroad 


| by any well-intentioned philanthropic organization based in 
the United States. 


Pa 


I shall let you know the results, if any, of our investiga- 
tions. ‘ a 


Sincerely yours, 


ACBL 2 TO VP CBRE TF CRE 


: Sin 9 Lacep en a di 4 Pe Qe Bc 
CS. SAD PBIB AP AD EVIE 


c.c.| id 
e Honorable Fraser Wilkins, Nicosia, 


Ridgway B. Knight, Esquire, Consul General, Damascus, 
Philip W. Ireland, Esquire,’ Consul General, Aleppo, . |. 
The Honorable Norbert L. Arschuetz, Charge d'Affaires, ‘Cairo. 


Intelligence Sources and Methods 


SAC, New York (100-46846)  WAL/el 
af EXMIG wy! a 
ai Director, FBI (100-356147 ) _- 4 7 


a, be als 
I “C/ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION _ | acs ? 
: INTERNAL SECURITY = “ARMENIA : 

| (00: New York) 


Enclosed for each recipient is a copy of a nen 
epla tory letter dated 4/5/61 from United tates | bassador _ 
lintock, Beirut, Lebanon, to Mir. Arm Ver, 
Deputy' Assistant Secretary for—Neer Cae is retin Asian 
Affairs, Department of State, Washington, D. C. A copy of this 
letter was furnished Bureau by State eh Serra by liaison with 
: the request that we determine whether there is any basis for 
the allegation therein. ie 


| Bureau files indicate that New York was office of 

origin in an investigation of captioned organization in 1952 

| based on a similar allegation that this organization was 
engaged in subversive activities, Again in 1957 a complaint 


| was freceived that this organization was engaged in subversive 
i activities. 


New York should contact its informants and sources for 
up-to-date information concerning the officers and the activities 
| of captioned organization. It showld set forth the results of 
its inquiries in a report suitable for dissemination, This 

| report should include the pertinent information previoisty 

| developed concerning the organization. 


_ Detroit should, through its informants and sources, 
_ t * obtain information concerning the activities of captioned 
Foe: ae organization and should develop background data concerniag Alex 
oy ,Manoukian, who is indicated to be the president of captioned 
| a ‘organization, Submit results in a report. 


o 


wo 2 Baclosure 


| ! n "2 = Betroit (Enclosure) 


 , oy 
: 5? OM of 
| (isk, —argrbr Yn) | BO” Wee 
Bel (6) ae 1 i/ 


¢Mohr 
,Callahan 
| Conrad ____. 


SeLouch ___ NOTE: State Department conmunication dated 4/5/61, which was 
Evans “furnished Bureau by liaison on 7/3/61, indicates that an Armenian 
Rosen Church official in Cilicia (Turkey) expressed concern at what he 


Sullivan 
+ Tovel 
- Trotter 


NOTE CONTINUED PAGE 2 
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Letter to SAC, New York | 
Re: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
100-356147 


NOTE CONTINUED: 


claimed was American privere support for communist elements in 
the Armenian communities of Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus. He 
indicates that the Armenian General Benevolent Union, whose 
president is Alex Mauoukain of Detroit, Michigan, was steadily 
sending funds to branch offices in these three Near Eastern 
countries who in turn were supporting communist-inspired schools 
andrelizious institutions. ; 


Bureau files reveal that in 1952 the Armenian General . 
Benevolent Union, 295 Fifth Avenue, New York City, was alleged. 
to be a fragd and to be engaged in subversive activities. it 
was allegec chat numerous older wealthy Armenians had been 
influenced by this organization to change their wills, leaving 
their money to the organization and thus cutting off the | 
inheritance of their spouses and surviving children, It was 
alleged that the organization transmitted funds to Soviet Armenia 
for support of schools and orphanages but source had no positive 
knewledge of the: wltimate use of the funds. The organization was 
also alleged to have solicited funds for the repatriation of 
Armenians to Soviet Armenia. The Armenian General Benevolent 
Union was founded in 1906 by Armenians outside Armenia for the 
urpose of a orphans of the Turkish massacres, It later 
| roadened out ano pegan assisting Armenians in Syria, Lebanon 
and other countries in Asia Minor, building schools and orphanages. 
Sources of known reliability’in 1952 advised that this organization 
is known to all Armenians as a legitimate charitable organization. 


‘° 


{ 
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FEC | %EAU OF! ~~. “IGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
DETROIT NEW YORK 8/7/61 7/18 - 8/2/61 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
REX H, PLOEN NJB 
CHARACTER OF CASE 
‘ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT 
a UNION 
A IS - ARMENIA 
REFERENCE: Bureau letter to New York dated 7/11/61. 
- RUC - 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 7\ 
instances where the identities of the sources must be | 
concealed. Nee 


Information furnished in this report concerning 
ALEX MANOOGIAN and his wife, MARIE MANOOGIAN, from previous 
FBI investigations is contained in their master files as 


follows: 
ee ae i ALEX MANOOGIAN 
sg bby PYG Defile 100-20558 
ARI favy, Bufile 100-383696 


SPECIAL AGENT 
APPROVED IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
COPIES MADE: q 


Pie jo0| ee ee 
_5-~ Bureau (100-356147) (RM) : 


2 —- New York (100-46846) (RM) Serpe &, 
1 = Detroit (105-1790) 


av 


by Afe Se 2F-OF 
LES 


CLF, RIC nant See 
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DE 105-1790 


MARIE MANOOGIAN | 
em Defile 105-1630. 


‘The following informants were contacted during the 
month of July, 1961, and could furnish no information regarding 
the Armenian General Benevolent Union or Mr, and Mrs. ALEX 
MANOOGIAN; | Pog 


j + 
I 
i ods 
H i 

] i 
: 

‘ 


: . ee 
ae INFORMANTS | ; , > 
Identity of Source — / | Location hie 
a enertneeene e nl TY 


\ DE Ts] is | 100-20558-4 | — 


DE T-2 is| ]/ —-:105~1630-9 


2 eR oe EN a gy ye 


- Bx. | 
- Cover Page 


~~ 


2 : al 
fe, oe : a x 7 = e ot st 
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~  FD-204 (Rev. 73-59) _ 


6 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 
Report of: REX H. PLOEN Office: Detroit, Michigan 

Date: August 7, 1961 

Field Office File No: 105—=1790 Bureau File No: 100—-356147 

Title: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 

Character: INTERNAL SECURITY ~- ARMENIA 

Synopsis: ALEX MANOOGIAN, 9240 Dwight St., Detroit oe 
Mich., is president of Masco Screw Products 
Co., Dearborn, Mich, MANOOGIAN in 1953 
voluntarily furnished a statement admitting 
membership and being president of local chapter 
of Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) é 
MANOOGIAN and his wife were alleged by 
informant to be pro-Soviet. Background 
information regarding MANOOGIAN set forth. 
Informants negative relative to AGBU or 
MANOOGIANS. 

. - RUC - 
DETAILS: — _On July 28, 1961, Mrs. BARBARA KOOT, 


Secretary, Incorporation Section, Michigan 
Corporation and Securities Commission, 300 

East Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan, advised 
SA FRANCIS J. PRASEK that their files contain 
no record of registration for the captioned 
organization as a non-profit organization, 


During the course of another investi- 
gation conducted by the FBI in November, 1951, 
the following information was determined concerning 
ALEX MANOOGIAN and the AGBU: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBJ. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and ; 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


~ 
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DE T-1 stated on October 24, 1951, that ALEX 


MANOOGIAN was active in and was past President of the Ramgavar 


(also spelled Ramkavar) Society and was actively associated. 
with the Armenian Benevolent Society. He considers both 
societies as being Communist front groups because they closely 
follow the Communist Party line. DE T-1 stated that for a 
proper understanding of his statement an explanation of the 
Armenian situation in the United States at the present time 

is as follows: 


There are two active Armenian Parties, the Tashnags 
(also spelled Dashnags) and the Ramgavars,. The two groups 
are strongly opposed to one another and they represent the 
remaining elements of the two political parties that dominated 
Armenia during the period of its existence as a nation. Both 
groups have been in existence for fifty years or more and in 
1922 the Tashnag Party was in power in Armenia when Armenia 
lost its status. as an independent nation and was taken over 
by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, of which Armenia 
has since remained a parte. 


DE T-1 stated that when the USSR gained. control of 


Armenia, many of the Tashnag leaders were killed by the Soviets; 


therefore, the Tashnags' bitter opposition to the Soviet 
Government. On the other hand, the Ramgavars, DE T-1 stated, 
still feel friendly toward the Soviet Government since this. 
group feels that Armenia is better off under Soviet rule than — 
it would be as an independent nation. 


DE T-1 described the Armenian Benevolent Society | 
as an affiliate of the Ramgavar group that pays benefits to 
its members and provides relief to needy Armenians anywhere 


. in the world, However, DE T-1 explained he believed that . 


the benefits of ths association went only to those persons 
who were pro-Soviet or for those causes that would benefit 
pro-Soviet groups.. - 

DE T-1 went on to state that he believed that 
MANOOGIAN was too intelligent to allow his name to become 


associated with a known subversive group such as the Armenian 


Progressive League of America (APLA). He stated that to 
summarize MANOOGIAN's attitude toward the Communist Party 
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he felt that because MANOOGIAN's feelings and actions were to 


such a high degree pro-Soviet in nature that the only inference 
he could draw was that he was a Communist or was at least highly 
sympathetic toward the Communist cause. DE T-1 said that there 
was no doubt in his mind that MANOOGIAN held his allegiance 


to Soviet-Armenia in preference to his allegiance to the United 


‘States. 


The APLA has been designated py the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to. 
Executive Order 10450. 


DE T-1 advised in November, 1947, that MANOOGIAN's 
wife, MARIE MANOOGIAN, was active in the APLA but that he did 
not pelieve. that ALEX MANOOGIAN was associated with the APLA. 


DE T-1 was recontacted on December 22, 1953, and 
advised that all information concerning ALEX MANOOGIAN which 
he had previously furnished was second hand information and that 
he could not definitely state that MANOOGIAN was a member of 
the APLA or that he was pro-Communist .- 


Background data concerning ALEX MANOOGIAN was previously 
developed as follows: 


The records of the Merchants Credit Bureau, Detroit, 
reflected on October 25, 1951, that after coming to the United 
States in 1920 ALEX MANOOGIAN worked in a Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
factory for.two years, that later he was a salesman in a tobacco 
store in Providence, Rhode Island, that in 1924 he entered the 
Providence Screw Machine Company, Providence, Rhode Island, 

that he later. came to Detroit, Michigan, and was employed by 
Brown-McLaren Screw Products Company, and that he later worked 
for the Packard Motor Company of Detroit. The records further 
reflected that he was founder of the Masco Screw Products 
Company, which was founded in 1928 and chartered on December 16, 


1939. 


en The registration records of United States District 
Court, Federal Building, Detroit, Michigan, reflected on 
October. 24, 1951, that MANOOGIAN was porn June 14, 1900. The 
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Declaration of Intention Form dated June 18, 1920, reflected 
that MANOOGIAN was born at Ishmanian, Armenia, while the 
Petition for Naturalization Form dated October 22, 1925, 
reflected that MANOOGIAN was born in Smyrna, Turkey. The 
records further reflected that MANOOGIAN's last foreign address 
was Ishmanian, Armenia, that he emigrated from Patras, Greece, 
on April 12, 1920, arriving in the Port of New York aboard the 
S.S. President Wilson on May 3, 1920, that on June 18, 1920, 
in Superior Court, Fairfield County, Connecticut, he filed 
Declaration of Intention to become a United States citizen, 
that on October 22, 1925, in United States District Court, 
Detroit, he filed Petition for Naturalization, and that on 
October 1, 1926, he was granted Certificate of Naturalization 
Number 2371482 by United States District Court, Detroit. 


During the course of another investigation conducted 
by the FBI in December, 1953, ALEX MANOOGIAN voluntarily appeared 
at the Detroit Division of the FBI on December 9, 1953, and 
advised that he desired to make a letter a matter of record 
with this office and that it was a letter which he had directed 
to the Central Industrial Personnel Security Board, 165 Noxth 
Canal Street, Chicago, Illinois, on December 7, 1953. This 
letter states in part as follows: 


* s...1 am not now, nor have I ever been either a 
member or associate, or an affiliate, of the American or 
Armenian Progressive League, or any other Communist or Communist 
front organizations, nor have I ever been associated or affiliated 

+ with any member of such organizations. 


"Believing that your office must have some information 
which tends to connect me with such organizations or members 
thereof, I wonder if my participation as a leader in civic, 
patriotic or religious activities, both in this city and 
nationally, in the course of which I perhaps have worked with, 
more indirectly thanmdirectly, with members of such organizations, 
-has not been the cause of this information. Thereof, I am 
outlining the highlights of my life and activities in this 
country covering a period of thirty-three years: 


"T was born of Armenian parents in Izmir, Turkey, 
in 1901. At the age of 19 years, in 1920, after graduating 
from high school, I entered the United States at the port of 


Pe 


So 


a 


2. ke 
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"New York. After a short stay in Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
and Providence, Rhode ISand, I came to Detroit. I was 
naturalized as a citizen of the United States in late 1926 
in the Federal Court at Detroit, Michigan. 


"From the first day of my entry into this country 
my sole prnpose and aim was to work hard and save enough money 
to be able to bring my entire family to the United States. 

My parents, two sisters and two brdhers are married, have 
their families and are good citizens. 


"TI was married to my wife in 1931, who was born in 
Igmir, Turkey, also of Armenian parents. We have two chierdren, 


a daughter, 20 years of age, who is married to Mr. Arman<Simone, 


who ‘was’ born in this country. My son is 17 years old and i8f 
attending school in this city. NURS, AL mw hl 


prox, 19 +4) 

"By the year 1928, after having Learned Hs é and 
business | of screw machine products, I organized the Masco Screw 
Products Co. with very little capital, which company under my 
management has grown to be one of the leading manufacturers 
in its field, with a present net worth of approximately two 
million.dollars, and whose stock is listed on the Detroit 
Stock Exchange. 


"The only organization in which I have either been a 
member of a leader during my lifetime are the following: 


(a) | Ayneilan Church 

(b) ‘Armenian Apostolic Society, Inc. 
(c) Armenian General Benevolent Union 
(d) Knights of Vartan, Inc. 

(e) Kiwanis Club 


(f) Masonic Fraternity (Ashlar Lodge No. 91, 
-Consistory and Shrine) 


oR: & 
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‘Armenian General Benevolent Union - This organization 
is the foremost charitable Armenian association, having been 
organized in 1906 in Egypt, principally by the efforts of 
Boghos Nubar Pasha, whose father had been Prime Minister of 
Egypt. Its purpose was to give moral, material and educational 
aid to the Arrienian people all over the world. Its main 
activities for the last thirty-five years have been the care 
and support of the refugees of the First and Second World Wars. 


“Subsequent to 1951, 40059000 Armenians were deported 
and scattered throughout the world and since that time the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union has opened up many camps, 
orphanages and schools, and cared for many thousands of Armenian 
refugees and is still carrying on to-day by maintaining several 
schools, supplying clothing and milk supporting hospitals in 
Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and Greece. , 


"Because of the reputation and integral character of 
its officers and directors, the Union from its inception inspired 
confidence in the Armenian people all over the world and a number 
of wealthy individuals established trust funds for educational 
and charitable purposes with the Union as a trustee, or made 
outside donations to the Union. To-day the Union’ controls 
over six million dollars. 


‘Phe American branch of the Armenian General Benevolent 
Union was incorporated many years ago and recognized by the 
government as a charitable and educational institution, and 
granted an exemption certificate by the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. ; 


"J have been a member of the organization for the 
last fifteen years, and the president of the Local Chapter for 
three years. I have been a member of the Board. of Directors 
for the last eight years. Most of the Board members are great 
industrialists and philanthropists. 


"In my opinion, membership in the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union is a distinct privilege and honor for every 
person of Armenian extraction, and I am personally proud of 
my association and activities with the Union. 


a: oe 
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"All of the above organizations in which I am a 
proud member are only law abiding entities. They have not, 
and will not, undertake, promote, or participate in any 
activity whatsoever that is not in the best interest of the 
United States. As a matter of fact, I know of no one, who is 
a member in good standing of any of the foregoing organizations, 
whom I could classify either as a Communist or a Communist 
sympathizer, or one who believes in the overthrow of our 
government by force or by any other unconstitutional means. 


"In our family social circle, we do not have any 
friends who are members of any subversive organization, to the 
best of our Knowledge.. 


"In further support of my position, I may state that 
as of this day sixty-five persons, who escaped from behind [ 
the Iron Curtain and were brought here as displaced persons a 
by the United States Government, are in the employ of Masco 
Screw Products Co., of which I am the president and principal 
stockholder. 


"However, having made considerable success, and taken 
leadership in many affairs, I have a host of friends and have 
possibly made some enemies. I may be labeled by some 'pro- 
Fascist' and 'pro-Communist' by others. People, who could 
evaluate me in this respect should be those with whom I have had 
close association in business, social, religious and civic 
activities. 


"There is no truth in the accusation that I have ever a 
engaged in any doubtful activity, nor is there any justification 
in considering me as a security risk. 


"ZY would like to state that my wifé, throughout our 
married life, has constantly and harmoniously co-operated with 
me in all the activities of the foregoing organizations, with 
the exception of the Masonic and Kiwanis activities. Her 
associations and affiliations have been exactly the same as 
mine, as stated." 


In connection with another investigation conducted 
by the FBI in July, 1956, DE T-2 advised on November 25, 1955, 
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January 1 and 13, 1956, that MARIE MANOOGIAN recently returned 
from a trip to Soviet Armenia and that she has reportedly made 
statements which indicate that conditions in Soviet Armenia 
have improved under the present Communist Regime but that he 
has not heard her make such statements. He stated that it is 
currently rumored among Armenians in the Detroit area that 
MARIE MANOOGIAN is sympathetic to the present regime in Soviet 
Armenia but that none of these rumors have been verified by 

DE T-2. He said he believes MARIE MANOOGIAN to be pro-Soviet 
Armenia and pro-Russian by virtue of the fact that she was 
apparently allowed to travel freely in the Soviet Union and 
was allowed to take motion pictures during her travels. 


DE T-2 further stated that he resided in Soviet |. 
Russia for over twenty years prior to 1942 and stated that he 
definitely knows that an individual not believed by the Russian 
Government to be sympathetic to the Communist Regime would | . 


never be allowed to take motion pictures freely in Soviet Russia. 


DE T-2 on May 22.and 28, 1956, advised that on 
December 9, 1955, he attended the showing of two films taken 
by MARIE MANOOGIAN in Soviet Armenia. He said this affair 
was held at the ArmeniannCultural Hall, 1345 Oakman, Detroit. 
He said there were approximately 300 people present, both 
Communist and anti-Communist. 


He stated that one roll of film showed the election 
of the new Bishop for the Armenian Church and the other 
religious ceremonies which took place at that time. The other 
roll of film showed Sevan, the island city in Lake Sevan; 
Etchmiadzin, the church city of Armenia, Ervan, the capitol 
of Armenia as well as small towns and villages in Armenia. 


He said the films were very complimentary of the 
economic situation in Armenia and displayed the good thing 
about life in Armenia. He said that while the film was being 
shown Mrs. MANOOGIAN spoke and explained the things that. were 
shown. 


The informant stated the films were strictly Communist 
propaganda and none of the disadvantages of life in Armenia were 


a ee 
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shown. Mrs. MANOOGIAN, who frequently appeared on the filn, 
stated “we all" can go over there, and after a pause stated 
"just for a visit” to see the new buildings, new houses and 
hotels. She said the hotels were built to last not for ten 
or twelve years as in the United States but for one hundred 


ean : 


The Informant advised he knew of no other occasions 
when the film taken by MARIE MANOOGIAN in Armenia had been 
displayed. 


‘The Informant stated that the Armenians in Detroit, 
in general, are divided into two groups. The group which holds 
its meetings in the Armenian Cultural Hall are considered to be pe 
the “progressive" and “Communist” Armenians. It is this group ad 
which is pro-Soviet Armenia; whereas the other group is considered 
to be the anti-Soviet Armenia group, which is working to free 
Armenia from Soviet domination. He said that the Armenian ed 
General Benevolent Union which meets in the Armenian Cultural US 
Hall was organized for the purpose of collecting funds to send oe 
to Armenia. He said that ALEX MANOOGIAN is the National President re 
of the Armenian General Benevolent Union and that it is his — 
money which keeps the Armenian Cultural Hall in a good financial 
condition. He said that he has heard that on one occasion ALEX 
MANOOGIAN criticized his wife when she took a stubborn pro- 
Soviet view, but generally MARIE MANOOGIAN was considered the 
dominate figure of the two and that she was persuasive in. 
forcing her pro-Soviet Armenia viewpoint on her husband. 


During the course of another investigation by the 
FBI in August, 1956, Mrs. MARIE MANOOGIAN was interviewed on 
August 7, 1956, by SA JOSEPH L. MERCER, II, and SA EMIL J. 
ROTHFUSS . ; 

Mrs. MANOOGIAN advised that in September, 1955, she 
traveled to Armenia as a pilgrim to participate in the election 
of the Catolicos of Etchmiadzin. She stated that this trip 
consisted of a two week visit in Armenia and a two day visit 
in Moscow, Russia. While in Armenia, she stated she visited 
Etchmiadzin, Erevan, and other cities in Armenia where she took 
movies. 
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She stated tlat during her travels in various parts 
of Armenia, she took a number of movies and that no one 
censored or prevented her from taking movies. She stated that 
the movies which she took in Armenia have only been shown once 
in this country. She stated they were shown at the Armenian ms 
Cultural Hall, 1345 Oakthan, Detroit, and $1. admission was fs ah 
charged. She said that her purpose in showing these movies | i 
was to raise money in order to send some packages to several 
destitute families whom she met in Armenia. She said that - 
approximately 200 people attended the movie and that the money 
collected plus $100 of her own money, was used to pay the very 
high Soviet duty which was required in order to send the packages 
of food and clothing to Armenia. She said the movies showed 
the religious ceremony which took place in Armenia during the 
election of the Catolicos as well as various cities and cultural 
centers in Armenia. She said that when she displayed the movies 
in Detroit she tried to make her comments regarding the things 
that she saw as unbiased as possible. She said she praised 
the things which deserved praise and criticized the things 
which deserved criticism. 


Mrs. MANOOGIAN advised that she felt very badly ees 
about the factionalism which exists among the Armenian people ne 
today. She said that she knew that the Dashnags - Armenian be 
Revolutionary Federation, openly referred to the church group 
to which she and her husband belonged and which held its services 
at the Armenian Cultural Hall, 1345 Oakman, Detroit, as being 
pro-Soviet and sympathetic with Communism. She said that the 
Dashnags were wrong and this was not true at all, that this 
group was neutral as far as Armenian politics was concerned. 

2 She stated that her church honors His Holiness the Catolicos 
' of Etchmiadzin who sits in Armenia whereas the Dashnags have 
| a separate church, the head of which sits in 5yria. 


She said the Dashnags have an impratical viewpoint 
in their campaign for an independent Armenia. She said that 
the Dashnags do not seem to realize that if Armenia was 
independent now, it would be at the mercy of the Turks. 


After discussing the history of Armenia, she stated 
that she feels that Russia at the present time can be considered 
as a big brother to Armenia. She said that if Russia was not 
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in control of Armenia that the Turks would immediately overrun 
the country as they have done in the past. She said she would 
like to see Armenia as an independent country but only if it 
would be able to survive. She felt that Russian control was 
better than no control at the present time, and Russia is the 
only country. which is in a position to protect Armenia. 


Mrs. MANOOGIAN stated that she knew of no Armenian 
Communist and stated that no Armenian Communist associated 
with her group. She stated, as the Communists were anti- 
religious individuals, they therefore would have nothing in 
common with her group, as her group was basically a religious 
group. 


She stated that the Armenian Progressive League of 
America did, at one time, hold its meetings at the Armenian 
Cultural Hall; however, they no longer hold their meetings 
there and those in charge of the hall have indicated they will 
not let the Armenian Progressive League of America hold meetings 
there. 


Mrs. MANOOGIAN said that the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union of which her husband is the International 
President, was organized many years ago to provide cultural, 
material and educational aid to Armenians all over the world. 
She said at the present time no aid was being given to the 
Armenians in Soviet Armenia as the Soviet government would not 
allow this. She said that following World War II. the Arnenian 
-General Benevolent Union furnished financial aid to a great 
many Armenians who were repatriated to Armenia from many 
countries all over the world. 


DE: Tape and DE:T=2 wére:retentacted-ons July. 25 and 
SEY 1961, respectively, and both advised that they had no 
further knowledge or information concerning the AGBU or a Mr. 
and Mrs. ALEX MANOOGIAN. 


Confidential informants who have some knowledge of 
Communist Party activities in the Detroit area were contacted 
during the month of July, 1961, and could furnish no information 
concerning the AGBU or Mr. and Mrs. ALEX MANOOGIAN. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Detroit, Michigan \ 
August 7, 1961 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNo. DE 105-1790 


we 


| Title Armenian General Benevolent 
- Union 


Character Internal Security - Armenia 


Reference Report of Special Agent Rex H. Ploen, 
| Detroit, dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in. referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 
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| This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
| of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its-contents are not to be distributed outside a 
“ your agency. i, 
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1 - DIO, 3rd ND (RM) 
1 - G-2, First Army (RM 
Copy to; 1 - 2nd Ost District. (USAF) (RM) 
1 - INS, NYC (RM) . | 
Report of: JAMES E. TLERNEY Office: New York 
Date: 6/21/61 . ; 
File Number: 100-46846 Bureau File No. 100~356147 
Title: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - ARMENIA 
Synopsis: . 


RE I CATHOLICOS, Armenian Orthodox Church 
of Cilicia, Lebanon, claims that Armenian 
private support is being given for Communist 
elements in the Armenian communities of 
Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus. He states that 
the Armenian General Benevolent Union ( AGBU) 
is steadily sending funds to its branch 
offices in these three Eastern countries, 
who in turn were supporting Communist 
inspired schools and religious institutions. 
The AGBU was etarted in 1906 in Egypt as 
“a non-profit organization. As of October, 
1959, it had approximately 150 chapters 
throughout the US. It was formed to aid. 
indigent Armenians in the US and abroad. 
It provides aid to schools, hospitals and it 
gives scholarships and loans to individuals. 
On 1/18/55, a source advised that although the 
parent organization in NY, AGBU, is free of 
Communist taint, the subsidiary branches, .. 
which are located in most of the large cities .. 
throughout the world, are directed by Communists 
or Communist sympathizers. According to the 
source, a number of directors of the branch 
subsidiaries of captioned organization in Europe 
and the Near East are known to him to pe Communists 


— SS Eee. Lo BSe 2D 


This document contains neither recommendations nor cone lusions of an 
kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency; 
it and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DETAILS: _ 


I. Background of Captioned Organization 


It Was ascertained on July 26, 1961, from a 
source's report dated October 19, 1959, that the Armenian 


-General Benevolent Union (AGBU), 250-5th Avenue, New York 


City, formerly 295-5th Avenue, New York City, was starued 
in 1906 in Egypt as a non profit organization. It was 
chartered under Delaware laws in 1908 as a membership 
organization. 


The officers serve without compensation, with 
election of officers held in June every year. 


It has approximately 150 chapters located through- 
out the United States. It was formed to aid indigent 
Armenians in the United States and abroad. It provides 
aid to schools, hospitals and it gives scholarships 
and loans to individuals. Its income is raised from 
social activities. 


NY T-1 


On August 3, 1961, Major E. H. WEISER, G-2, 
Headquarters, First Army, Governors Island, New York, 
made available a report dated June 26, 1957, which was 
prepared by the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
G-2, Intelligence, Governers Island, New York, concerning 
the AGBU. 


A review of thts report reflects that the 
purposes of the AGBU are as follows: 


"a to assist in the intellectual and moral 
development of the Armenian people and their 
homeland. 


"b to assist them with a view toward 
ameliorating their material and economic 
position. 
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"e to encourage any and all enterprises or ; ey 
publications 1ike}y,4o..2ring about this result it 

thé report further reflected that in 1951, the ty 
Chairman of /the AGBU was Mr. ARSHAG*KARAGHEUSIAN, Jr. ,. 
2O5-Fifth Avenue, New York City. where he is a member of the 
firm of A and M Karagheusian, one of the largest manu- 
facturers and importers of rugs| in the United States. 

| MEW urek 

On April 8, 1947, the AGBU Central Board of 
Directors, 295 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York, directed 
a letter to the Secretary of State, Department of State, 
Washington, D.-C. as follows: 


"vou are no doubt aware of the fact that 
the government of Soviet Armenia has permitted the 
Armenians scattered in the Middle and Near East and else- 
where to go to Armenia as repatriates, and about 60,000 
of them were already admitted by Armenia during 1946, 


‘ and we think some 70,000 or more will be admitted during 


1947. 


"Te President of the'Committee for the 
Reception and: Settlement of Armenian Repatriates' in 
Erivan, Mr. Astvadzatourian, has sent us the enclosed 
cable by which he wants our Union to ship to the Committee 
ten excavators which they think are extremely necessary in 
connection with the work of building living quarters, roads, 
etc., to settle the repatriates. Before doing anything in 
the matter, our Union would like to know if you authorize 
us. to effect the desired shipment, and, if so, whether 
you will be kind enough to issue the necessary license. 
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"as a matter of information, we beg to point out 
that the Committee in Erivan in Charge of the reception 
and settlement of repatriates has sent us another cable 
requesting us to remit them $800,000 to defray the marine 
transportation. expenses of the repatriates from the 
different Near and Middle Eastern ports to Baroum. From 
there to Armenia, there will be no transportation charge. 
This amount need not be remitted in one lump sum, but. 
could be remitted as and when. stéamérs leave the different 
ports. os Boo 


"Considering that the excavators referred to above 
will help to give the repatriates opportunity to get 
settled a moment earlier in individual homes, we hope you 
Will be so kind as to give the matter favorable considera- 


"Thanking you in advance for whatever deoision 
you may wish to make in the above matter, I remain, 


"Yours very respectfully, 
For the ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION, 
Central Board of Directors, 


A. Karagheusian, President" 


On November 18, 1947, the AGBU Central Board 
of Directors directed a letter to the Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C, as follows: . 


_ "In view of recent comments in certain newspapers 
regarding the desire of some Armenians in the United States 
to emigrate to Soviet Armenia, may we be permitted to 


advise you of our position in the matter. 


24s 


DoclId: 327976655 Page 684 


HW 46073 


NY 100-46846: 


"The undersigned, the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union, was founded in 1906, after the massacres 
in Turkey, by a few charitably minded Armenians. Its 
headquarters are in New York, and she members of its 


Board of Directors are American citizens. It is exclusively 
a charitable institution. : 


"he aim of the Union has always been, and still 
is, to relieve the sufferings of destitute Armenians. 
scattered throughout the world. Our Union has always 
strictly confined itself to the humanitarian field without 
any affiliation whatsoever with any political association. 
As a matter of fact, one of the articles of our by-laws 
prohibits such affiliation. Our charitable activities are 
mostly confined to Armenia, Syria, Lebanon, Greece, Persia 
and other parts of the Near East. American institutions 
such as the Near East Foundation, The Golden Rule 
Foundation, and the American University of Beirut, are. 
well aware of the ideal ofir Union has served, and the good 
it has done and is still doing, and can well testify in its 
favor. 


"Since the Soviet Armenian government announced 


‘that it would welcome Armenian refugees from the Near 


East, who up to that time had lived mostly in misery and 

in uncertainty of the future, our Union took the initiative 
of raising funds in the United States, as well as in England, 
Canada, South America and Europe where Armenian colonies 
exist, in order to help defray the transportation expenses 
of the repatriates. Our Union hopes that the Armenians 

of the Near East, after so many years. of precarious, 
unsettled-existence, will be able to-‘live in Armenia - 

in the land of their forefathers, the country which they 

can call their own, - free of any persecution. 
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"tn this connection, may we be permitted to 
say that our Union did not contribute any funds for the 
transportation expenses of the 140-odd repatriates from 
the United States. Nany of them’had relatives in 
Armenia and some were born there. We believe that the 
cost of their repatriation was borne partly by the persons 
themselves, partly by Soviet Armenia. : 


. "as the Soviet Armenian government was willing 
to transport the repatriates in the Near East at even 
- less than one-third of what it would have cost us to 
charter steamers, we were asked, in 1946, to remit funds 
to Armenia towards transportation expenses. We therefore 
transferred to thé Local Refugees Committee in Erivan 
Armenia, through the Chase National Bank: ~ Fi ox 


400,00, in LOT. 0 OF 

"With the above $400,00; over 27 ,000 persons 
haye been repatriated so far this year from the Near 
Bast to Armenia. 


' "Recently we shipped to Armenia, upon the 
request of the Local Refugees Committee, four excavators 
(bulldozers), to be utilized in connection with the — 
sonstruction of homes for the repatriates. In this 
instance, our Central Board of Directors took the 

liberty of addressing to you a registered letter, dated 
April 8, 1947, a copy of which is herewith enclosed. 

This letter was sent to explain the nature of the request 
made by the above local committee, which we recognize 

4s presumably a branch of the Armenian Soviet government. 
The fact that our above-mentioned letter was not answered, 
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led us to believe that there was no objection to the 
shipment of the excavators or to remittances to Armenia 
towards the transportation expenses of the repatriates, 
the more so as the need of a license for the export of 
excavators was lifted and the Chase National Bank had 
informed us that there were no restrictions on remittances 
to Soviet Avmenia. We wish to state here that our books 
and our files are at all times at your entire disposal, 
and if for any further information you would lke a 
representlative of our Committee to come to the Department 
of State to answer any questions, we should be only too 
happy to comply. 


"In terminating, may we assure you once again, 
as American citizens, of our deep loyalty to our American 
form of government and to our American ideals. 


"Yours very respectfully, | 
For the ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION. 
Central Board of Directors, 


A. Karagheusian, 
President." 


It. Basis For Investigation 


The Basis For Investigation is a letter 
directed to ARMIN H. MEYER, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs, Department of 
State, Washington, D. C., which was dated April 5, 1961, 
American Embassy, Beirut, Lebanon, and signed by ROBERT MC 
CLINTOCK, United States Ambassador. 


af 
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| In the letter, Ambassador MC CLINTOCK states 
that on that date he had visited ZRE I CATHOLICOS of 

the Armenian Orthodox Chirch of Cilicia, Lebanon, and 
that he was advised by CAPHOLICOS that the fight against 
the Communist influence in the church was on the whole 
moving réasonably well. However, CAFHOLICOS protested 
very strongly at what he claimed was Armenian private 
support for Communist elements in the Armenian communities 
of Lebandn, Syria and Cyprus. He said the AGBU, whose 
President is one Mr. ALEXMMANOUKIAN, Detroit, Michigan, 
“was stéadily sending funds to its branch offices in these 
three Eastern countries who in turn were supporting 
Communist inspired schools and religious institutions. By 
way of example, His Holiness said that last May at an 
Armenian school north of Aleppo near the Turkish frontier 
the Director of the School actually paraded a portrait 

of STALIN. CATHOLICOS added that there is a group of 
dissident Armenian priests in Lebanon who are "sheltered" 
by the AGBU. He expressed fear as to an increasing 
Communist ascendancy in the Armenian community on 

Cyprus which likewise, he says, receives monetary support 
from the AGBU. 


III. Results of Investigation 


On November 17, 18 and 20, 1952, a source 
advised that the AGBU was a fraud and was engaged in 
subversive activities. The source indicated that a scandal 
existed among the Armenian Colony in. that numerous older 
wealthy Armenians had been influenced by the AGBU to 
change their wills, leaving the money to the AGBU and 
cutting off surviving chilmren penniless. 
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Concerning the finances of the AGBU, the sources 
indicated that at one time branches of the AGBU had money in 
all the major banks of Europe, chiefly the Banque Vandoise 
in Luzerne, Switzerland. The source also stated that it had 
been ascertained from what was considered a reliable source 
that all the money had been "smuggled" into the United States 


and that the AGBU had approximately $8,000,000.00 in its 
account. . 


The source advised that the AGBU was engaged in 
espionage but had nothing specific on which to base this 
statement except that the AGBU transmitted funds to Soviet 
Armenia for the support of schools and orphanages and had 
no positive knowledge of the ultimate use of the funds. 


It was stated by the same source that the AGBU 
in 1946 assisted in the collection of funds for the repatria- 
tion of Armenians to Soviet Armenia and that in the bulletin 


- of the AGBU there were numerous ‘ads which offered congrat- 


ulations to those returning and expressing confidence that one 
million dollars could be raised to assist the repatriates. 


The source questioned the loyalty to the United 
States of a number of AGBU members but had nothing specific 
on which to base an opinion in this regard. 
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NY T-2 

i‘. 
An anonymous letter dated July 1, 1953, to the ys 
FBI contained references to the AGBU. It indicated that x 
ARSHAG KARAGHEUSIAN had retired from the AGBU_and that his ,\¢ 
duties had been taken over by his son CHARLE ‘KARAGHEUSIAN .. 
It also stated that KARAGHEUSIAN had an still 'picks the 
contacts which gets money and goods to Soviet Armenia and 


stated this was over and above what was sent with permission 
of the State Department. 


Thi anonymous communication mentioned Mrs. 

AGOP (JEA -a naturalized citizen of -Arménian - 
origin, as one of the contacts and indicated that she was Vir, 4, 
presently out of the United States and that her itinerary " 
includes eye Turkey, France and Switzerland. It stated 


that her was. allegedly to give a series of lectures. 
FRAMCE . 
_ The/letter also indicated that, JEANNE ANDONIAN oY 
' when in Paris /stayed at the home of LYDIA‘ KARINE, a — 
Russian Armenian, RU ATAKGANS God et and that 
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LYDIA KARINE's father, ESHKALAKIA as a Communist who we 
was active in the AGBU,. CART M 
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On December 23, 1952, a businessman formerly corre cted 
with an AYmenian newspaper and generally familiar with 
Armenian affairs, advised that the AGBU tas founded 
in 1906 as a long range charitable and educational 
organization which would assist the victims of Turkish 
massacres and the destitute Armenians in Syria and 
Lebanon. The source advised that he was associated with 
the AGBU from 1946 to 1951 and added that the AGBU ~ 
is non-political but has been subject to pressure. from 
all political parties because of the fact that it 
has an operating fund of $6,000,000. The AGBU is very 
conservative in its action and most of its supporters 
and contributors are wealthy businessmen. The source 
stated that almost no money was sent by the AGBU. 
for use in Soviet Armenia prior to the end of World 
War II because the Soviet Government would not allow 
supervision by AGBU representatives over the spending 
of money. After the end of Warld War II, a "soft 
period" in international relations occurred and the 
Soviet Government allowed an AGBU representative named 
KARAGEUSLAN to supervise the spending of money for 
Yural schools and health stations in Soviet Armenia. 
In 1948, KARAGEUSIAN ceased sending reports to the AGBU 
and attempts to contact him were fruitless and no 
information could be found as to what had happened 
to him. The Soviet Government at this time refused 
to allow any AGBU representatives to visit Soviet 
Armenia and the AGBU has not sent funds to Soviet 
Armenia since that time. The AGBU has never had a 
branch in Soviet Armenia but most of the funds were 
spent helping Armenians in Turkey, Syria and Lebanon. 


NY T-3 
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on April 29, 1953, Mrs. DICKRAN.M. 


fe : 6 
K SARKISTAN, Vice President of the AGBU during World War 
“It, advised that the AGBU was mot and had never been 


Communist dominated or controlled and that it had 
never followed the CP. line. She also stated that she 
was active in the AGBU and that it was a cultural and 
philanthropic organization engaged in helping needy 
Armenian people. 


She stated that she is not and has never 
been a Communist or Communist sympathizer and that this 
holds true for her deceased husband, who was active in 
AGBU activities before his death. She advised that during 


“World War II, while the Soviets were our allies, represent- 


atives of. the USSR contacted the AGBU frequently concerning 
Armenian matters and that while she was Vice President 

of the AGBU, she recalled attending a luncheon sponsored 
py the AGBU in honor of a Russian representative whose 

name she does not recall. She pointed out that during 


World War II, her deceased husband contributed $100 to 


Russian relief, not because he was in sympathy with 
communism, but because he was a humanitarian interested 
in.depressed people regardless of their nationalities 
or political beliefs. 


On January 18, 1955, a source reported 
that the captioned organization, with headquarters at 
295 5th Avenue, New York, New York, is possibly 
engaged in activities which may be inimical to the 
pest interest of the United States. This source related 


- Lik - 
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that the captioned organization is a philanthropic 
Armenian society which distributes funds throughout 

the world for needy Armenian causes. Reportedly, 

most of these funds are contributed by wealthy. 

American Armenians. Although the parent organization 

in New York is free of Communist taint, the subsidiary 
branches, which are located in most of the large cities © 
throughout the world, are directed by Communists or 
Communist sympathizers. According.50 the source, a 
number of directors of the branch societies of captioned 
organization, in Europe and the Near East are known to 
him to be Communists. The source declared that many 
influential Armenians in Europe resented United States 
funds being used by Armenians in Europe and the Near 
East fou Communist purposes. NY Tey 


Sources generally familiar with Communist 
activities in the New York area were contacted during 
July and August, 1961 concerning the AGBU and they 
advised they were not acquainted with any of the 
activities of the AGBU. 


~ 12 - 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
august 21, 1961 
Title Armenian General Benevolent Union 


Character Internal Security - Armenia 


Reference is made to the report of 


Special Agent James E, Tierney, dated and captioned as above, 


at New York. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in 


referenced communication have furnished reliable information 


in the past. 


NY T-2, with whom insufficient contact has 


been made to establish her reliability. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 


of any kind. 


It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to 


your agency; it and/or its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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The facts forming, the basis for this investigation were 
discussed with Mrs, ZABELLE SEROPIAN, Translator, NYO, who is well. 
acquainted with activities of Armenians, in general, in this country | 
and throughout the world. 


Mrs. SEROPIAN stated 1t was her opinion that His Holiness 
ZRE I CATHOLICOS of the Armenian Orthodox Church of Cilicia, 
Lebanon, had not exaggerated the charge he made as set forth in the 
basis for investigation. 


she ‘suggested that the following individuals, al11 of whom 
are reliable, should be able to supply pertinent information con- 
cerning the AGBU and whether or not His Holiness's charges are ex-— 
aggerated: 


HAGOP KASHMANIAN 
7O-11 Groton Street 
Forest Hillis, New York 
BO 8-4348 


Mr. FNU AFARIAN 
Armenian Prelacy 

4j1 East 51st Street 
New York City 

MU 8-0821 


Records of G-2, First Army, DIO 3rd ND, INS and 2nd OSI 
District, contained no information considered pertinent to this in- 
vestigation, other than the information contributed to G-2 in: the 
details. 


Several attempts were made to contact NY T-2 to see if 
she still desired to be kept confidential, unsuccessfully. If she 
ts recontacted she will be asked if she still desires to remain 
confidential. 


Instant report is classified confidential because un- 
authorized disclosure of the information reported herein by NY T-4 
might impair the future effectiveness of the informant and such inm- 
pairment could have an adverse effect upon the national defense of 
the. country. 
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LEADS: 
NEW YORK 7 
At New York, New York 


_ 1. Will interview H [AN, 70-11 Groton 
orest Hills, New York, 
‘and FNU AFARTIAN, Armenian Prelacy, 
ew 


reet, ork City. 

2. Will consider interviewing CHARLES DIKRAN 
KELEKIAN, 19 East 80th Street, New York City, who, by letter 
dated: August 26, 1957, directed a letter to the ‘Honorable 
Harrington, Commissioner of Internal Revenue, Washington, 
D.C,," in which he stated the AGBU is a tax evading, subversive 
entity engaging in an minimum of work it alleges to be doing, 
in order to remain in existence. It indulges in and has in- 
quigec in what it specifically states in its Charter it is not 

oing. 


KELEKIAN set forth in the letter information to 
support the above allegations. 


3. Will consider recontacting NY T-2 for any infor- 
mation she may have re the AGBU. 


4, wad recontact[ esto any per- 
tinent information he may have concerning e . 


-C- 
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INFORMANTS : 


Identity. 
of Source 


NY T-2 | 
‘Mr. BEATRICE ALTMAYER 
. RODNEY KELEKIAN | 

19 East 80th Street 

New York City | 


(By Request ) : Instant report, pages 8-9 


aa {| Instant report, page 10 
eH : Instant report, pages 11-12 


Careful consideration has been given to the sources 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report only in 
those instances where the identities of the sources must be 
concealed. ‘ a 


The informants who were. contacted negatively con-~ 
eerning the AGBU are: 


NY ~S# 
oo Oe = 
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This report he3 been classified "Confidential" 
since data reported from NY T-2 could reasonably result 
in the identity of the informant of continuing value, impair 
the future effectiveness thereof, and such impairment 
could have an adverse effect on the national security 
of the country. Na 


INFORMANTS 
| a File No, 
Identity = where 
of Source _ a Located | 
a Instant mepont, 
pages 3 - 


eo Instant report, 


pages 6 - 7 
; Careful consideration has been given to the 

sources concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report 
only in those instances where the identities of the sources 
must be concealed. , 
LEADS 
NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

1, Will interview HAGOP KASHMANIAN, 70-11 Groton 


Street, Forest Hills, NY, and FNU AFARIAN, Armenian Prelacy, 
411 East 51st Street, NYC, 


a 
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2. Will consider interviewing CHARLES DIKRAN 
KELEKTAN, 19 East 80th Street, NYC who, by letter dated 
8/26/57, directed a letter to the "Honorable Harrington, 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, Washington, D. C." in 
which he ateted the AGBU is a tax evading, subversive entity 
engaging in a minimum-of work it alleges to be doing, in 
order to remain in existence, It indulges in and has 
indulged in what it specifically states in its charter 
it is not doing, 


KELEKIAN set forth in the letter information 
to support the above ailegations. 


3, Wall consider recontacting Mrs. BEATRICE 
ALTMAYER RODNEY KELEKIAN, 19 East 80th Street, NYC, . 
- . ., She is NY +2 in the report of SA JAMES E, TIERNEY 
dated 8/21/61, entitled "ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT 


UNION, IS-ARMENIA", | (NY T-2 by request) 
OF = 
COVER PAGE 
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re, STATES DEPARTMENT OF gustik_) 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


, —CONDIDENPERE— 


Copy to: 1-DIO, 3rd Naval District (RM) 
1=(-2, First Army (RM) 
l=2nd OSI District. (USAF) (RM) 
1-INS, NYC (RM) 


Report of: JAMES E, TIERNEY office: New York, New Yor! 


Date: 
10/31/61 : Bureau File No»: 100-356147 
Field Office FAR No.: 100-46846 e 


Title: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


Character: INTERNAL SECURITY-ARMENTIA 


Synopsis: A source advised that a majority of the members 
| of the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) 

including its Board of Directors are naive, honest 
anti-Communists, However amongst the ruling body 
there are individuals with access to its funds 
who are pro-Communists, though not ideologically, 
because they feel that inasmuch as Armenia gained 
its independence through Russia, Armenia must 
be Pro-Soviet and pro~Communist. That inasmuch” 
as Armenia is under * . Russiafs dominance there is 
no other way for Armenia to survive. Therefore, 
through these individuals the AGBU provides 
funds for educational institutions in Armenia. 
That these individuals who have left themselves 
open to Soviet propaganda have made available 
funds to Communist inspired schools and 
religious institutions in the Middle East. 
because they feel this will cause Russia to look 
favorably toward Armenia, Another source advised 
that he is a member of the Central Committee, 
AGBU and that the AGBU 1s a politically "quite 
conservative organization",100 percent pro~Arierican, 


—CONPPENTIAD— 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
wf the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 


agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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that allegations against the AGBU are made 
chiefly by the Dashnaks: 3. Secause before 
Comnunism became an issue amongst Armenians, 
the Dashnaks wanted funds for their institutions 
waich the ABGU refused to give because they 
would be supporting a partisan group. 2. ‘The 
Socialistic Dashnaks finding Communists hard 
to "get along with" before World Wax II became 
anti-Conmiunists but because of their ideology 
still attacked the AGBU because it is composed 
of conservative wealthy individuals, ‘This 
source stated that he knows of no schools or 
institutions which are Communist controlled to 
which tne AGBU gives funds in the Middle East, 
That if the AGBU did funds wouid be withheld 
put that the AGBU would not withhold funds 
because the Dashnaks claimed a vehoo. or 
inetitution is pro-Communist,. ‘hat tne 
Catholicos in Armenia cannot Comnunize the 
Church as the Dashnaks cleim™ and that the 
Catholicos of Cilicia might not have been 
elected without the aid of the Dashnaks and 
hence he is beholdento the Dashnaks, 


- Pw 
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DETAILS: 


On September 14, 1961, at the New YorcCounty 


- Glerk!s Office, Supreme: Court Building, New York City, 
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SA JAMES E, TIERNEY reviewed a Certificate of Incorporation 
for the Armenian General Benevolent Union American Unit, 
Incorporated, which was incorporated on August 23 1930. 
This review reflected: 


1. That the name of the proposed corporation 
is as above, 


2. The purposes for which it is to be formed are: 


@-e To appeal for and receive.. Antthe State 

of New York and elsewhere, voluntary contributions, gifts, 
bequests and devises of money or property, outright or in 
trust or otherwise and to carry out tha punposes of any. such 
gift, bequest or devise; 


be TO apply such money or property or the 
income thereof, for the relief, uplift and general 
welfare of the poor and needy Armenians and others in 
the State of New York, in the United States generally, in 
Armenia, in the Near East, and in such other places or 
countries where the same may appear necessary; 


ce To assist in the intellectual and moral 
development of the Armenian population in Armenia and 


elsewhere and to assist Armenians °-: anywhere to 
ameliorate their material and economic position; 


eh Das 
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do To encourage any works or publication 
likely to further any of the foregoing purposes; 


: e, To act as the American Unit for the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) with ".- present 
headquarters in Paris, France, and to make any application 
use and distribution of money or property to any of the 
foregoing purposes through said union, except as may be 
otherwise arranged with said union, or as otherwise 
provided by the donor of funds; 


f, To do all lawful things necessary or 
incidental to these purposes. 


3, The territory in which its operations are 
principally to be conducted is the United States of America, 
Armenia and the Near East. 


4, Its office is. to: be located in the Borough 
of Manhattan, in the City, County and State of New York. 


It was noted that contained in the file of the 
certificate of Incorporation there appeared a Certificate 
of Dissolution of the AGBU, American Unit, Incorporated, 
which was filed Cetober 6, 1936, with the Department of 
State, State of New York. 


On October 11, 1961, a source advised that the 
AGBU was formed in approximately 1905, Cairg Egypt, as a 
charitable organization to aid poor Armenians, and: Armenian. 
educational institutions and hospitals. 
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That some time in the 1930's its parent 
organization. was transferred to Paris, France, and 
sometime before or after World War II the parent organization 
was moved to the United States because it was felt that 
funds in their possession and at their disposal for the 
above purposes were "safer" if maintained in a 
free country such.as the United States, 


The source stated that a’ majority of the 
‘members associated with AGBU including those in 
its Board of Directors are naive, honest, anti-Communists, 
loyal to America whose only desire and purpose is to 
provide funds to the above mentioned poors and educational 
institutions and hospitais,. , 


The source advised that however amongst the 
ruling body of the parent AGBU there are individuals 
who have access to funds of the AGBU, who are in 
their sympathies pro-Communist, though they do not 
ideologically believe in Communism. 


That “these individuals have developed such 
sympathies because they feel that inasmuch as Armenia 
gained its independence through the assistance of the 
Russians it, Armenia today, must be pro~Soviet and Pro- 
Commun Lets in its way of life in Armenia. 


ae That inasmuch. as Armenia is not really 
independent but under the dominance of Russia there is 
no other way for Armenia to survive and have its way 
of life unless Armenia remains Pro-Soviet. 


~ - 


: 
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The source said as a result through these individuals 
the AGBU has provided funds for educational institutions 
in Armenia and for the establishment of printing plants 
there, ‘The source advised further that these individuals, 
because of their feelings and sympathies for the Armenian 
people and their "adoption" of Pro-Communist sympathies. 
have left themselves open to Soviet propaganda and thus 
are easily effected by it. 


That this has caused them to make available 
funds to Communist inspired sthools and religious 
inditutions in Lebanon and other Armenian ‘localities 
4n the Middle East, because they feel that providing 
these funds will aid Armenia inasmuch as Armenia is 
actually under the dominance ef Russia:, and such action 
will cause Russia to look favorably toward Armenia. 


; This source advised that most often funds 

so allocated reach Communist inspired schools and 
religious institutions which are not from outside appear~- 
ances ProeCommunist and thus many of the members of 

the AGBU who. are naive politically are not aware 

of the Pro-Communist nature of the recipient of the 
funds. , ; ; ; ; 

This source stated that an example pf the naive~ 
ness of an AGBU member can be seen in ARSHAGKARAGHEUSIAN. 
The source described KARAGHEUSIAN as a very wealthy 
retired Armenian rug: dealer in New York city who he pelieves 
is now President Emeritus of the AGBU. 


f& source stated that KARAGHEUSIAN has been 
active in the AGBU for many years and has contributed 
large amounts of money to its charitable fund. The 
source said that KARAGHFUSIAN and his entire family are 
"ned blocded Americans” who are strongly anti-Communist. 


ae 
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The source advised, however, that the entire 
family are "naive politically" and.that it is his firm ~ 
conviction they are unaware of funds from the AGBU being 
contributed to Communist inspired schools and religious 
institutions, — ‘ 


This source advised that as a member of the 
Dashnak Party, an anti-Communist party which is located 
in different parts of the world cutside of Armenia, he 
cannot accept the point of view of some of. the ruling 
body of the AGBU but believes that although “it will be 
a long struggle, Armenia should fight for its. true 
independence from Russia and should not in any way 
allocate funds for any Armenian schools or institutions 
that are in any way pro-Communist inasmuch as this only 
prevents Armenia from obtaining this true indqendence, — 


This source stated that because of the Dashnaks 
point of view none of the members of the Dashnak Party 
are associated with the AGBU. ‘, 


NY Tel 


He stated 


tha e AGBU isa pol qu Conservative organi- 
gation" ,100 per cent prosAmerican. He said that the 


Central Committee, whose jurifidiction is limited only 

to the United States, consists approximately of nine to 
eleven individuals all of whom he believes to be thoroughly 
loyal to America. He saiq that allegations against 

the AGBU, which is the richest organization of its kind 
because of its many: endowments, are made chiefly by 

the Dashnak Party. He said that the Dashnaks make ‘chese 
allegations: y 
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As Because before Communism became an issue 
amongst Armenians, the Dashnaks desired funds for their 
projects and institutions which the AGBU refused to give 
because they would b3 supporting a partisan group. 


23 The Socialistic Dashnaks finding Communists 
hard to "get along with" before World War II became 
anti-Communist, but because of their ideology, still 
attacked the AGBU because it is composed of conservative 
wealthy individuals. 


This source stated that he knows of no schools 
or institutions which are Communist controlled to which 
the AGBU gives funds in the Middle East. That if the 
AGBU did, funds would be withheld but that the AGBU would 
not withnold funds because the Dashnaks claimed that a school 
or institution is pro-Communist. That the Catholicos of the 
Church in-Armenia, who has jurisdiction over all Armenians, 
could not Communize the Church as the Dashnaks claim because 
peovle outside Armenia would not stand for it and 
because its leaders are dedicated churchmen whom the 
Russians respect because of this dedication.~ That 
the Catholicos of Cilicia in Lebanon, who has limited 
jurisdiction over Syria, Lebanon, and the Island or. 
Crete, might not have been elected without the aid of 
the Dashnaks and hence he is beholden to the Dashnaks. 


NY T-2 


HW 46073 Docld:32976655 Page 109 


© O 


' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to New York, New York 
File No. October 31, 1961 


Bureau 100356147 
New York 100-463846 


Title Armenian General Benevolent 
Union 
Character Internal Security-Armenia 


Reference Report of Special Agent James E, 
Tierney, dated and captioned as above, at New York. i 


All sources (axcept any listed below) used 
in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 

to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 

distributed outside your agency. 
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Go. oe a 1 -A. Ro Jones 


SAC, WFO 12/17/61 
Director, FBI (1002356147) 


7 
ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
IS =~ ARUENTIA 3 


Enclosed for WFQ and New York is one copy each 
of @ State Department memorandum dated 10/27/61 which was 
furnished to Bureau Liaison Azent by State. State Department 
indicated that Mr. werk Keshichian, 30 0 Street, So Be, 
Washington, D. Ce, adesiréd t6 be interviewed regarding captioned 
matter by an FBI Agent. Bufiles contain no information which 
would preclude this interview. WFO should check its files 
- concerning Keshichian and providing its files do not contain 
ee any infornation which would preclude the interview, it should 
be conducted and results thereof furnished to Bureau in a 
report suitable for dissemination. 


for the information of HPO, one copy each of the 
reports of SA's Rex H. Ploen dated EG/fél Gt Detroit and 
James E. fierney dated G/21/61 at New Vork is enclosed. 

a | : 
Enelosures (3) - a 


J ~ Wew York (100-46846) (Enclosure) 


4 
mae tA OH LY ae oe Pca oe , Toe + 
Tz lapyern RE ELT et 
Q 


a of iy) NOY To pase 

BR Ss, MOre: gee ene: 
is ead a Bee : Byeet 
= a = State Department communication furnished Bureau -\~5*" 
[ a -by liaison on 0/3/61 indicates that an Armenian church 


"of Ficial in Cilicia (Turkey) expressed concern at what he 
claimed was American private support for communist elements 
at the Armenian communities of Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus. 
He indicates that the Armenian General Benevolent Union was 
sending funds to branch offices in these three Near Hastern 
Binet countries who in turn were supporting communist-inspired schools 
Moh —_____g@nd rel&gious instituti onso 


Callahan 
Conrad 


A AM 
DeLoach ‘a We : 
E 
Malone eM i NOTE CONTINUED PAGE 2 
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techs wy t reek e- hy see in - 
Gandy MAIL ROOM TeseTyPE unit L_] 
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Letter to SAC, WFO 7 
ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


Bureau conducted an investigation of this 
organization in 1952 based on allegation that it was 
engaged in subversive. activities . Our investigation 
revealed that this organization is known to ali Armenians 


as a legitimate, charitable organizations We instructed 


New York to reopen its investigation. to determine present 
activities of this organizations. 


Instant State Department: communication indicates 
that Ur. Keshichian is of the opinton, that funds of the 
organization are support ing communi st-inspired schools and 
religious institutions abroad, and he indicated that, he 
had. information concerning this which he desired to give 
to an FBI Agente . | 
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Approved in draft: Ambassador McClintock 
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4-22 (Revigle22-60) s: 
~ Federal Bureau of “estigation 
Records 4... ich 


faa Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 


[___]F gsward to File,Reui 
[ Attention : 
LyAReturn to é 629 ws 


upervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 

Fay Resule Request (Analytical Search) 
|_t-rAll References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
Subversive References Only 


Nonsubversive References Only 
Main ____—CS—CM References Only 


Type of Search Requested: 

Restricted to Locality of 
Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
L_] Buildup L-TtVariations 


Subject 
Birthdate & Place ____ SSC 
Address 


Localities 


Search 


Initials Hae. 
i Va 
ee SERIAL 


a b kerk, oy ome 
VW) 2/0 —-P4 S$ Fed — Jp 2 


(| Pracess Koehrd beara! 
Sz 


Re______ Date 
Prod. 
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[=a Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 


LIE tward to File Revjew 
L e+Attention 


eturn to 


CADP LAB 


‘ SGpervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 
CdR ular Request (Analytical Search) 
EAA References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

Subversive References Only © 


Nonsubversive References Only 
Main _______ sd References Only 


Type of Search Requested: 
Restricted to Locality of : 
[ JExact Name Only (On the Nose) 
Buildup [_] Variations 


Subject 

Birthdate & Place 

Address 

Localities 

Rg Date C7, lis Initials/S 
Prod ¢. = - ee 


FILE NUMBER ae 
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Ah 


OPTIONAL F@.M No. 10 


a SOIQ-104-0a- a ae 
ita UMITED STATES @exnmenr é 


Memorandum ah 


TO : D 


ECTOR, FBI DATE: 11/29/61 


FROM Ac, HOUSTON (105-857) (P) 
; SUBJECT: CHANGED 
ae Q ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
ri OF AMERICA; INC? : 
~ IS-R rp ~ 
[40 (00: HOUSTON) FOA M7 
oe : | aa Pa 
Title is marked changed to reflect name of 
organization about which T-1 was furnisHing informa- 


tion, exact name of which. was not previously known. 


Title previously carried as "UNSUBSY Armenian | NatLonality 
Group, Houston, Texas", 


{-1 (Mrs. MAMIE DE LA TORRE, 26 Dolphin Street, 
Houston, Texas, telephone HO 5-1098, émployed as office 
manager Persian Rug Co., 3703 Travis, Houston, --requested 
identity concealed, She stated on 11/9/61, that she is 
employed by an Armenian’ named Mr. HRANT Ci BARDOONY, who 
operates Persian Rug Co.) advised on 11/9/él, that certain 
suspicions had formed in T-l's mind regarding captioned 
organization, T-1l statéd it was T-1's opinion that there 
may be some "Russian spies" among. the membership of this 
organization. T-1 based this opinion upon having over- 
heard the conversations of several alleged members of the 
organization who reside in the Houston area. - 


a former resident of Brookshire, Texas, and. 
also a former resident of the Auditorium Hotel, Hous ton,, 
is an Armenian and a "SPY! for Russia. 


T-1 said it was his understanding that one LEON | 
—PAARRISON, 


© 


WWD 
¢23- Bureau (RM) 
2 - New York (RM) 


2 - Houston _. IL } 
KB: sbe . ( RE p= 
(6) - | MCT 


ee 


RY nee 


/ f57 ey 
DEC 13 1961 
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T-l identified another in this category as 
IVAN B=¥MAMARCHEV; 1127 Woodhill, telephone UN 4-7212. 
T-1 said this person is an engineer, a Bulgarian, . 
having an office located at 3900 South Main, Houston, /en7%5 
in a building belonging to a Mr. ZUBER 


T-l gave the impression that much of T~l's 
basis for considering these persons as Russian. "spies" 
were alleged statements on their part wherein they 
indicated they felt that the area formerly know as 
Armenia ls better off under its present Russian control 


than it had been previously. 


T-l1 advised on 11/21/61, there is scheduled 
to be a meeting of captioned organization in New_York 
City on 12/2/61, that Mr, HRANT C3 OONY,; operator “Ti. 4 4. 
of Persian Rug Co., 3703 Travis, Houston, plans to an 
attend the meeting, which is apparently to be some sort 
of convention of representatives of the organization 
from all over the United States, T-1l said this 
organization publishes a newsletter from time to time 
known as HOOSHARAR's 


Houston indices are negative on all persons 
mentioned herein, as well as the organization and the 
newsletter, except for BARDOONY; No pertinent informa- 
tion appears re BARDOONY .It is not known if the © 
suspicions of T+l are the filgments of imagination of a 
neurotic person, as T-l1 appears possibly to be, 


New York is requested to advise Houston if 
there is an active investigation being conducted regard 
ing captioned organization or if it is known if the’ 
organization is heavily infiltrated with communists; If 
additional information is desired as to persons attend- 


-2.- 
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HO 105-857 


ing the 12/2/61, meeting of the organization in ‘New 
York City, this information.may become available to 

T-l in the future, .T~l was of. the opinion’ the organi za- 
tion may be headquartered in New York City. 


, 
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: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


a ‘DIRECTOR, FBI (100~356147) DATE: 12/20/61 


SAC, WFO (105-45174) (P) 


iy SUBJECT: “ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
IS - ARMENIA 


ReBulet to WFO dated 11/17/61, advising that the 
Department of State indicated that Mr. MAR ZK ESHICHIAN,, 30 
O Street, S. E., Washington, D..C., desired to be “interviewed 


“regarding captioned matter by an . FBI Agent. 


, -On' 12/15/61, Mr. Mage SHISHIAN,, 30 0. Street, 8. E., 
Washington, D. C. contacted SA ‘HOWARD FLETCHER, “IR. by ‘Pequest. 
Mr. KESHISHIAN f advised that he was desirous of furnishing 
the information regarding captioned matter to the FBI. He 
stated, however, that he would like very much to postpone the 
interview for one or two weeks. He advised that he would 
call SA FLETCHER to arrange a time for the interview. 


wreau 
1-New York (1000-46846) (Info) (CRM) 
1-WFO 


HF: sro 
(4) 


REC- 33 


(ob ~ 2h 
Qe ast ® DEC 21 1961 
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FD-263 (Rev. 5-1-59) 


t 
d 


rf “FEDERAL BUREAU OF INGESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 


NEW YORK 
TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


NEW YORK 12/29/61 12/1 - 18/61 
er OPJAMES E, TIERNEY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
IS - ARMENTA 


as = 


om TAN GENERAL BENEV OLENT 
UNION 


‘REFERENCE: 


: Report of SA JAMES E, TIERNEY dated 10/31/61 
at NY. 


ep ig, 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


A copy of this report has been disseminated to INS 
becaue of their possible future interest in this matter . 
and to intelligence agencies of the Armed Forces for 
information, 


APPROVED 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPIES 


coment (100-356147) (RM 


1-DIO, 3rd Naval Pietetne (RM) 


1-G-2, First Army (RM) 

1-2nd OSI District (USAF) (RM) 
1-INS, NYC ee 

3-New York 100-46846) 


seis 


Dissemination Record.of Attached Report _ 


\. © JAN debe l86? cage a2 


Yoo Ibi v 72 * 


S JAN 2 1962 


Notations 
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INFORMANTS 

Identity of Source File No, Where Located 

NY T-1 Instant report, page 5,6 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


Careful consideration has been given to the 
source concealed and a T-symbol was utilized in this 
report only in that instance where the identity of the 
source must be concealed, 


LEADS 
NEW YORK 
At New York, New York 


1. Will consider interviewing CHARLES DIKRAN 
KELEKIAN, 19 East 80th Street, NYC, who, by letter dated 
8/26/57, directed a letter to the "Honorable Harrington, 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, Washington, D,C," in 
which he stated the AGBU is a tax evading, subversive entity 
engaging in a minimum of work it alleges to be doing, in 
order to remain in existence. It indulges in and has 
indulged in what it specifically states in its charter 
it is not doing. 


| KELEKIAN set forth in the letter information 
to support the above allegations, 


2. Will consider recontacting Mrs. BEATRICE 
ALTMAYER RODNEY KELEKIAN, 19 East 80th Street, NYC. 


She is NY T-2 in the report of SA JAMES E, TIERNEY 
dated 8/21/61, entitled "ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT 
UNION, IS-ARMENTA", (NY T-2 by request) 
COVER PAGE 
~ Be 
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NY 100-46846 


we 


3. Will interview YERVANT MAVIAN, Lafayette 
Photo Engraving Corporation, 107 Grand Street, NYC, and 
VAHRAM DERDERIAN, Trocadero Catering Corporation, 150 
Claremont Avenue, NYC, 


_COVER PAGE 
- OG . 
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up STATES DEPARTMENT OF 1@rc 
ON 


FPEDSDAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA 


1-DIO, 3rd Naval District(RM) 
Copy to: 1-G-2, First: Army (RM) 

1-2nd OSI District (USAF) (RM) 

1-INS, NYC (RM) 


Report of: JAMES E, TIERNEY 

Date: 12/29/61 Office: New York, New York 
File No.:) 100~46846 Bufile: 100-356147 
Title: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 

Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - ARMENIA 

Synopsis: A Dashnak Party member states that 


"politically minded" people have "their 
way" in the AGBU's higher echelon who are 
not very dependable. in their "social political 
behavement" in that they follow the "Communist 
Party line". He said one of the reasons for 
their actions is possibly that it will be 
harmful to the Dashnak Party. That some of 

the Directors of their branches are pro- 
Communist in that they will not disburse funds 

to Dashnak schools: and institutions but will 

to schools and institutions that teach the 
present regime in Armenia is the "best way of 
life" in Armenia, Another member of the Dashnak 
Party says that individuals within the AGBU 

are "not anti-Communist in their feelings although 
they may not be pro-Communist", That they may 
think it is for the well being of people in 
Armenia for them to so-act. That they also so 
act because being anti-Dashnak "pleases them". . 
He said the AGBU will not contribute to any anti- 
Communist school in Lebanon but they have con-- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 7 
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SYNOPSIS CONTINUED 


tributed to schools and institutions that are 
pro-Communist. A source says the AGBU refuses 
funds to Dashnak schools because they indoctrinate 
their pupils in their political beliefs. He said 
he believes the Dashnaks "blackmeil" the AGBU 
when they say AGBU funds are given to Communist 
inspired schools and institutions and that he 
believes that allegations made by the Catholicos 
in Lebanon are being made because the Catholicos 
was elected by the Dashnaks. 


a. pk 


= qos 
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DETAILS: 


On December 6, 1961, HACODNKASHMANJIAN, 70-11 Groton 
Street, Fovest.Hills....New.-York, a retired general broker 


“in insurance, acvised that he is a member cf the anti- 


Communist Dashnak Party and that he 18 not a member of the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU). 4-72.11 &7// Ae 
OO a arlene 


He stated that the AGBU is an organization founded 
by rich and "very" conservative Armenians in Egypt many 
years ago and that these wealthy individuals are the driving, 
organizing, responsible force behind the activities of the 
Union. 


He said that its original purpose was to help 
Armenian people everywhere financially and culturally. and to 
ald and establish Armenian schools all over the world, 


Mr, KASHMANJIAN advised that in his opinicn 
the Armenian people,as in all races, have different | 
currents of thought and action, 


He stated that in the last one or two decades 
some "politically minded" people have had "their way" in the 
higher echelon of the AGBU and that these individuals by 
their actions appear to be not very dependable in their 
"social political behavement" in which they follow the 
"Communist Party line", 


He advised that these individuals are motivated 
by one of the following reasons: 


Either through a "pretext" they are acting for the 
benefit of Armenia, though they are not Communists 
ideologically in their actions stating it is "good" for 
Armenia or thely activities in following the "Communist 
line" are motivated by the hope that their actions will be 
harmful to the cause of the anti-Communist Dashnak Party 
or their activities in following the "Communist line" will 


~2. 


Docld: 32976655 Page 1276 


WY 100-46846 , | - 


ingratiate them with the present Soviet regime in 
Armenia. 


Mr. KASEMANTIAN stated he cannot say that the 
branches of the AGBU in the Near East allot funds to 
Armenian Communist schools because he dces not believe there | 
are Armenian Communist schools as such in the Near East 
though perhaps some of the professors in some of the schools 
are "Communistic", 


He said, however, that Directors of some of the 
branches in the Near East are "pro-Communist" in the sense 
that they will not disburse funds to anti-Communist Dashnak 
schools and institutions but do disburse funds to schools 
which teach and instruct that the present regime in Armenia 
under Soviet domination is the "best way of life" for the 
Armenians in Soviet Armenia. 


Mr. KASHMANJ IAN suggested that the following 
individuals be interviewed concerning the activities of the 
AGBU: : 


VAHRAMABDERDERIAN, a "LOO per cent anti-Communist" yee ae 
who is a moiber of the Board of Directors_of_the AGBU and — 
who is not a member of the Dashnak Party. LS be BT el. 


. . ORA an ee 
YERVANS\KAVIAN, a "300 per “cent Cnt 1 Commintse" Pie 
who is President ofthe AGBU and who is not a member. of the = 


Dashnak Party. : / Suh Jey OCxzagy! ZATL b a 


On December 6, 1961, ARAM G, AFARIAN, Executive 
Secretary, Armenian Prelacy, haa East 53rd Street, New York 
City, advised that he came from Lebanon approximately fifteen 
years ago and that he is a member of the Dashnak Party. 


He stated that the Prelacy is the Center of 
Administration of al] churches in America and Canaca that are 
associated with the See of Cilicia in Lebanon. 

He advised that the AGBU was founded approximately 
55-60 years ago with the objective of aiding the poor among 
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the Armenian people throughout the world. 


He said that in the early years of its 
existence, Armenian people throughout the world were 
greatly attached to the Union because of its charitable 
endeavors but as the years passed the composition of the 
Union underwent changes which did not please all the © 
Armenian people throughout the world, 


He stated that now, ‘moat of the individuals - 
associated with the Union are people who are "not anti- 
Communist in their feelings although they may not be 
pro-Communist", 


That they are "blindly in a way" instruments who 
bring no contribution to and refuse to five any contribution 
to anti-Communist movements, 


That in their poor judgement they may. think it 
is the best policy for the well being of the people in 
Armenia for them to act as they do. ° 


That they also act as they do because doing any- 
thing anti-Dashnak "pleases them", 


Mr, AFARTAN advised that he or any Armenian who has 
anti-Communist feelings cannot be associated with the AGBU. 


He stated that the Union does not in any way help 
the Catholicos in Lebanon or in any way aid the Catholicos 
in Lebanon because the Catholicos in Lebanon wants to reserve 
its independence and rejects every attempt by the Communists 
in Armenia or abroad to bring about cooperation in non- 
religious matters between the Catholicos in Erivan, Armenia 


and the See of Cilicia in Lebanon because the Catholicos in ::.. 


Erivan, Armenia is controlled and dominated by the Soviet — 
Government, 
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He advised that every action by the Catholicos 
in Eriven, Apmenia tends to degenerate the true mission 
and aim of the Apostolic Church in Armenia and through- 
out the woricd because cf this control by the Scviet 
Government and hence tne See of Cilicia will not cooper- 
ate in non-religious matters at any time with the 
Catholicos in Erivan, Armenia, 


He stated that today tha AGEU will not contribute 
in any way to the See in Cilicia but on the contrary the 
AGBU does not give the See of Cilicia yearly donations . 
ete they use to give in the past to the Catholicos. in 
Cc Clas 


In addition, he stated the AGBU will not contribute 
in any way to any anti-Communist school or institution in 
Lebanon but they “will and have contributed to schools and 
institutions that are pro-Communist in Lebanon", 


On December 6, 1961, a source advised that he is 
not a member cf any Armenian political party but he is in 
fact a "political independent", 


This source advised that the AGBU was organized 
in Cairo, Egypt, in the early 1900's.as a philanthropic 
organization primarily to aid orphans of Armenians massacred 
by the Turks, 


The source stated that today it 1s aiding 
Armenian educational institutions and hospitals and Armenian 
individuals throughout the world, including Lebanon, Syria 
and Cyprus, . 


The source advised that the AGBU refuses funds 
to any school controlled by the Dashnak Party because the 
Dashnaks are primarily indoctrinating pupils in their 
schools in their own political beliefs, 
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Source sald it is his belief that the Dashnaks 
are not an anti-Communist Party though they claim to be but 
in fact in their platforms and "political"activities, in his 
opinion, are closer tc Socialism shan any other Armenian 
political party. 


The source acvised that during the last ten years 
allegations of ary kind against the AGBU have been made by - 
the Dashnaks, including allegations that funds of the 
AGBU are being given to Communist inspired schools and 


_ religious institutions in Lebanon, Syria. and Cyprus, 


This source stated that he felt the Dashnak Party 
was using these allegations without foundation as a form of 
"plackmail" in an effort to hinder the philanthropic 
activities of the AGBU because the AGLUY would not supply 
funds to Dashnak schools, 


This source said that inasmuch as the Catholicos 
in Lebanon was elected by the Dashnaks he owes his position 
to them and thus consequently in his actions would defend 
the Dashnak Party, 


The source stated that he felt that is why the 
Catholicos in Lebanon is claiming that the AGBU's branch offices 
in Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus are supporting Communist 
inspired schools and religious institutions, 


This source advised that he believes there are no 
pro-Communist sympathizers in America in the AGBU. 


The source stated that it was his opinion that 
if there were individuals in branch offices of the AGBU 
in the Near East who were pro-Communist they would not be 
able to divert funds sent to them by the AGBU inasmuch as 
the disbursement of these funds is controlled by the AGBU 
in America, 


NY T-1 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT osrice 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to ‘New York, New York 
File No. 


December 29, 1961 
NY 100-46846 


Title Armenian Gensral Benevolent 


Jaion 
Character liternal Security-Armenia 
Reference is made to the report of 


Special Agent James E. Tierney, dated and captioned as 
above, at New York, 


All sources (except any listed below) used in 
referenced communication have furnished reliable infor- 
mation in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
— . 
$010-104-02-~" * 


UNITED STATES .< ee 


Memorandum 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 
SUBJECT: Cp 


“IS-R 


(00: HOUSTON) 


Le. HOUSTON (105-857) (P) 


“ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLEN 
OF AMERICA,..INC....... - 


DATE: 


Ea 


1/18/62 


FORINT 


RE: Houston letter to Bureau dated November 29, 1961. 


Referenced letter requests New york to advise 
if there is an active investigation being conducted 


regarding captioned organization or if it is known if 


the organization is heavily infiltrated with communists. 


On December 7, 


26 Dolphin Street, Houston, - requested) furnished. 
the address of this. organization as follows: 


' 250 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, New -York 


LExington 2-4442 


Cable: Armenbenev, New York 


NEW YORK is requested to advise Houston status 


of this organization per request in referenced letter. 


ip ~- Bureau (RM) 
2 - New York (RM) 
2 - Houston 
KBJ/dr | 
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re 
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S010—104—01 : - 
UNITED STATES @ NT ¢ 


P 
Memorunuwn 
j 

7 TO: DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 1/31/62 
VR exon SAC, NEW YORK (100-46846) 

SUBJECT: Osan N GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION & | 
VW OF AMERICA, INC. 

IS-R 


(00: HOUSTON ) 


Re Houston letters 11/29/61 and 1/18/62. 


There is an investigation being conducted by the 
NYO entitled, Armenian Genera nevolent Union, IS-Armenia 
based on information from Zre Tea tholiocs, Armenian. Orthodox 
Church ef Cilicia, Lebanon, whd claims that Armenian private 
Stpport is being given for Communist elements in the Armenian 
communities of Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus. He states that the 
Armenian General Benevolent (AGBU) is steadily sending funds 
to its branch offices in these three Eastern countries, who 
in turn were supporting Communist inspired schools and religious 
institutions. 


Instant matter has not been resolved, but there is 
no indication to date that this organization is heavily 
infiltrated with Communists. 

From information developed in the NYO it appears (i . 
that captioned organization is a branch office of the A@BU in pce 
NY. . 


No additional information is desired by the NYO as 
to persons attending the 12/2/61 meeting mentioned in relet. 


It is requested that no further investigation be 
conducted by Houston at this time. 


If fn the future facts are developed deeming it 
advisable to conduct investigation in Houston, Houston will 
be requested to conduct the investigation. 


REC-10 | 0 ~ 35tI¥7- a] 
‘2 ~ Bureau se a nam meme 


2 - Houston (105-857) (RM) 5, ERP 9 1069 
1 - New York ( Seok EauSS 1> FER 2 196 


Lace _ att 
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“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


fon 


VESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


HeronTine OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE IN 
WASHINGTON FIELD NEW YORK 2/21/62 1/8 - 2/7/62 
TITLE: OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
_SA HOWARD FLETCHER, JR. kiy 


GC 


ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


IS -— ARMENIA 
is REFERENCES G0. balieet, LAMY 


a 3-6-6 
‘ Bureaulet to WFO 11/17/61. @#“s*~ 
| WEOlet to Bureau 12/20/61, 77° 
- RUC - 
[ ENCLOSURE TO MY 


Enclosed one copy of the booklet, "Why Do We 
Criticise?" by M. DICKRANIAN which was furnished to SA 
. HOWARD FLETCHER, JR., at the-time of his interview with 
It is not known 
whether through investigation of captioned organization 
copies of this booklet have come to the attention of the 


MARK KESHISHIAN, 30 0 Street, S. E. 


office of origin. 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 
KESHISH 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


view with MARK 


APPROVED 


COPIES MADE: 


55Bureau (100-356147) 

“Detroit (105-1790) (Info) (RM) 
1-Los Angeles (Info)(RM) — 

2-New York -100-46846 ) (Enc. 1) (RM) 
1-Washing ton Five] d..(105-45174) 


ae 


aes ea 
age c D fA 
£68 tp 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


SEE REVERSE 


te pe hain VAS 


aad 


SIDE FOR 


ADD. DISSEMINATION. 


Numerous ate cnets were made to arrange an inter- 


before interview was finally set 


25FEB 23 1062 


foes 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


NOTATIONS 


16—76324-1 
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up for 2/7/62. During the interview with KESHISHIAN, 

it was ta aaa that he had very few facts to “support 

a claim that the captioned organization was communist — 
controlled.. He appeared to be more interested in pointing 
out that the control of the captioned ofganization was 

now in the hands of the Ramgavars ‘and not his political 
group, the Tashnags. He started the interview by furnishing 
a copy of "Why Do We Criticise?" and stated that that ey 
contained all the information he possessed. He advised that 
Mr. EDWARD SAHAGIAN whose office telephone is LA 4-9276, 

and whose home telephone is KI 3-0558, was in a position 

to furnish more detailed information regarding captioned 
organization. He advised that Mr. SAHAGIAN's home address’ 
was 2714 Netherland Avenue, New York, New York. He advised 
that Mr. SAHAGIAN was known as Mr. EDWARD, SR. He recommended 
that the NY Office contact him for additional information. 


INFORMANTS See eee 
Identity of Source Where Located 


Instant report 


AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


. ; Information copy of this report is being furnished 
to DE inasmuch as it contains information regarding ALEX 
MANOOGIAN who is National President of captioned organization. 


LOS LE 0 
AT_LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA ae 
Information copy of this report is being furnished 
to LA since in the event fir. DICKRANIAN has het been inter- 


viewed by the LA Office, the office of origin might desire 
him to be interviewed. 
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_ WFO 105-45174 : 

NEW YORK DIVISION 7 

WL daterview EDWARD SAHAGIAN, 2714 Netherland & 

Avenue, 63° New York, New York, regarding’ any information. 

he may have that captioned orsanization is communist — . 

controlled, Mr. SAHAGIAN's home telephone is KIng 3- 0558 

and his office telephone is LA 4-9276. | : 
thee 

= ce oes . 

COVER PAGE 's 

one oes fies = a a) 


HY 46073 Docld:32976655 Page 138 


FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 


Copy to: 


Report of © SA HOWARD FLETCHER, JR. 


2  plvene, 5 . —. 


ya 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF-JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date: 2/2 1/62 
Field Office File No.: 105-45 174. | . Bureau FileNo. 100-3 


Title: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


Chaicicter: INTERNAL SECURITY - ARMENIA 


Synopsis: 


Office: Washington, D. C. 


56147 


WF T-1 advised on 2/7/62, Armenians in U. S. are divided into 


two groups, 

Party was in 
- and many Tas 

‘Tashnags to 


the Tashnags and the Ramgavars. The Tas 


hnag 


power in Armenia when it was occupied by USSR, | 


dislike Russia. WF T-1l advised captione 


ee er were killed which caused th 
i 


e 
d 


organization started in 1906 in Egypt as a nonprofit organi- . 
d Armenians throughout the world. He stated 

ed organization is now controlled by the 

up in the U. S,; LO 


zation to ai 
that caption 
Ramgavar gro 


DETAILS: 


.Armenians ar 


/erieghe Rane 
of the Armen 
of Etchmiadz 
as being the 
been in exis 


e divided into two political greups,-the 


WF T=-1 advised on February 7, 1962, that American 


“ Tashnags 


avars. The Tashnags consider Ware I, Armenian 


f Cilicia.at Antelias;' Lebanon, as being 
ian Church. The Ramgavars consider the_ 
in, Armenia, Union of Soviet Socialist R 


the head |, 


y 


Cathoricys / 


epublics” 


head of the Armenian Church. Both groups have 


tence for over fifty years. The Tashnag 


Party . 


was in power in 1922 when Armenia lost its status as an 
independent nation and was occupied by Russia. At t I 
many of the Tashnag leaders were killed by the Russians which 


7 caused the Tashangs to dislike Russia extremely. 
) _ that he was a Tashnag. . 


his time 


yeh reas 


WF T-1 advised 


WF T-1 advised that the Armenian General Benevolent — 


organization 


“This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
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7 Union (AGBU) was started in 1906 in Egypt as a nonprofit 


- There are about 150 chapters througho 


ita contents are not to be distributed-outside your agency. 
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ut the 


to your agency; it and 


* WFO 105-45174 ee Oeb.ssi2 atta 
7 - oe (ORES 
United’States. Its headquarters is located at 250 Fifth 
} Avenue, New York, New York. The purpose is to aid indigent 
Armenians throughout the world especially in. the Middle 
East where a large number had fled when Russia took over 
Arinmenia. These Armenians were struggling for economic 
advancement and needed assistance. WF T=1 advised that 
the noble aims of AGBU caused both Tashnags and Ramgavars 
to contribute to this Sana pcan The AGBU has now 
acguined about $15 
ai 


, » EP TEN ACNE OH TT ay 4 ay, 


should Giese ence the way in which AGBU is currently being 
operated. 


a a party, that proof of this is obvious in its -hateful 
attitude toward ‘the lawfully elected national bodies: in — 

; _ Lebanon, Syria, and elsewhere, also in. thé-election of the 

Armenian Cathoricos. of Cilicia at Antelias, Lebanon. - 


| the AGBU but is desirous of having it function as originally 


Os 
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WFO 105=-45174 


planned by its founders to aid needy Armenians throughout 

_ the world regardless of their religion or political beliefs. 
He stated that this must be done if the money under its 
control is to be used as intended by the donors. 


ce ee ee 


ee en. 
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FD-323 (3-28-60). : as 
a SE 


Ih Reply, Piecase Refer to 


FileNo. 105-45174 


— Title 


Character 


Reference 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Washington 25, D. C. 
February 21, 1962 


ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


INTERNAL SECURITY = ARMENIA 


Report of SA HOWARD FLETCHER; JR., 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
| communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


WF T=1 has not been contacted ‘a sufficient 


number of times to evaluate his reliability; however, 


your agency. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its coritents are not to be distributed outside 
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| he is in a position to furnish information regarding 
certain activities among Armenians in the United States. 


It is the property 
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; - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7 
REPORTING OFFICE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE 1 -SSTIGATIVE PERIOD 
NEW YORK NEW YORK 2/27/62 i 12 ~ 23/02 | 
TMEOFCASE  —ss—sSCs REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT JAMES EB, TIERNEY fe 
UNION | . CHARACTER OF CASE 
4\ | IS - ARMENIA 
tel 


aes REFERENCE: 


Report of SA JAMES E, TIERNEY dated 12/29/61 


Wa, at NY. 
ee odes 
ADMIN TS TRATINE 
- A copy of this report has been. disseminated to INS 


because of their possible future interest in this matter and 
to intelligence agencies of the Armed Forces for aoe Oee LO 


O-/ ne SAER 
ehak. nyt stl he 


nf 38 YY Ewe = 


APPROVED SPECIAL AGENT 


IN CHARGE 


COPIES MADE: 


(SJ- Bureé OOD) (RM) 
1 - DIO, 38 Naval District (RM) /bé- | REC. 3 
De coat ee ot es F) (RM) 
EE i ouey, a ren 2818 — 
3s New /York 100-46846) a Chk 

j 


Poses = ca 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations mea. e 
ae y LZ, ne i / 


ReqecetReed. ww. y Aisa se | * 
How Fwd. ems ee 9 alee 
By ae | 
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LEADS 
DETROIT 
At Detroit, Michigan 


1. Will interview ALEX MANOOGIAN, 9240 Dwight Street, 
Detroit, Michigan concerning the original allegation in this 
matter that the AGBU is steadily sending funds to its branch 
offices in Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus and that the branch offices 
in turn were supporting Communist inspired schools and religious 
institutions. 


NEW YORK 
At New York, New York 


1, Will consider interviewing CHARLES DIKRAN 
KELEKIAN, 19 East 80th Street, NYC, who, by letter dated 
8/26/57, directed a letter to the "Honorable Harv ineten 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, Washington, D.C." in 
which he stated the AGBU is a tax evading, subversive entity 
engaging in a minimum of work it alleges to be doing, in 
order to remain in existence. It indulges in and has indulged 
in what it specifically states in its charter it 1s not 
doing. 


KELEKIAN set forth in the letter information 
to support the above allegations. 


2. Will consider recontacting Mrs. BEATRICE ALTMAYER 
RODNEY KELEKIAN, 19 East 80th Street, NYC. 


e is NY T-2 in the report of SA JAMES E, TIERNEY 
dated 9/23/64, entitled "ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION, 
Is - ARMENIA" 


% 3. Will interview HAIK KAVOOKJIAN, CHARLES KARAGHEUSIAN 
and LILY KARAGHEUSIAN concerning the above allegation. 


- Be 
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ines STATES DEPARTMENT OF fdrice 
: “ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - INS, NYC (RM) 

1 ~-DIO, 3rd Naval District (RM) 
1 - G-2, First Army (RM) 

1 - 2nd OSI District (USAF) (RM) 


Report of JAMES E, TIERNEY eat New York, New York 


Date: 


Copy to: 


$65 4PBN6 | | 100- 356147 


Bureau File #: 
wa ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


Field Office File #: 


Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - ARMENIA 


Synopsis: 


YERVANT MAVIAN, President, American Unit, 
Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) 
states that branch offices.of the AGBU 

must file an accounting of their disbursement 
of funds to the AGBU International which 

is filed in the New York City office of 

the AGBU. He said he knew none of the 

funds could be diverted to Communist educational 
and charitable organizations in Lebanon, 
Syria and Cyprus and that if such an 
allegation was made it could not be true 

and it would have to be made by the 

Dashnak Party or a member of it. He said 
they have been trying for years to force 

the AGBU to disburse funds to Dashnak schools 
ardinstitutions but the AGBU refuses to do so 
because the AGBU is a 'Won political" 
organization. As a result the Dashnaks 


through the years have made legations 

that the AGBU contributes fanete-q/commnsst y / 
schools and instituti onssQAHRAM DERIAN, iY, 
a member of the Central Committee, American, i 
Unit,—AGBU advises that branch offices of the 

AGBU cannot divert funds to the above educa- 

tional and charitable organizations because 

they must account for any disbursements. 

That if an allegation was made that they are 
diverting: funds it would have to be made by 

the Pashnak Party or a member of it, He 


uf 
f Q,, hes 7 ; 
LOd Ate. as. 2 PLES é 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


HW 46073 Docld:32976655 Page 145 


DETAILS: 


Ny 100-46846 


Synopsis (cont'd) 
said the Dashnaks are "very strong" 
anti-Communists to the point that 
if any individual or organization were 
not "terribly" anti-Communist, the 
Dashnaks would consider them Communists. 
He said that inasmuch as the AGBU has 
numerous Ramgovar members the Dashnaks 
are liable to so accuse the AGBU of 
diverting funds because the AGBU is not 
as strongly anti-Communist in its activities 
as the Dashnaks desire it to be. He 
stated that through the ‘years the Dashnaks 
have been making allegations, without 
foundation, that the AGBU is a pro-Communist 
organization. 


- P-~ 


On February 21, 1962, YERVANT"NAVIAN, President, 


Lafayette—--prudential_Incor orated.,..Photo_Engraving,l0L.. 
Grand Street,..New. York city.!advised he is the President 


_. of the American_General Benevolent Union (AGBU) of America — 


HW 43073 


Incorporated and a member of the Central Committee of the 
American Unit of the AGBU. ; 


He stated that the AGBU of America, Incorporated 
4s active as an organization in the United States, Canada 
and South America whereas the parent organization, the AGBU 
International™is a¢tive all over the world under the 
direction of ALE AUB OOGTAN, who is the President of the 
‘Masco Screw Products in Detroit, Michigan, as esident.. Re 

G40 Duy ah +froott Md. Cupyeet OCGA Ast 


: Mr. MAVIAN Said the AGBU was founded in 190 
Cairo, Egypt to aid destitute Armenians who needed this 
aid due to their persecution by the Turks. 


n aa 
He advised that today, however, the AGBUWhich has 
approximately 12 to 13 million in funds furnishes aid and money 


~2- 
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to educational and charitable institutions and to individuals 
who desire an education through scholarships, grants and loans. 


Mr, MAVIAN stated that in the United States the | 
AGBU has given financial aid to Harvard University, Columbia 
University and to Wayne University in Detroit, Michigan. 


He advised that outside the United States the 


-AGBU has contributed financially to the Melkonian Institute 


in Cyprus, to the Tarouhi Hagopian School and to the 
Hovagimian School in Beirut, Lebanon as well as the Nourberian 
Library in Paris, France. 


Mr. MAVIAN said that the AGBU, American unit has 


nothing to do with the allocation of funds to educational 
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and charitable institutions in Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus 
inasmuch as the parent organization, the AGBU International 
allocates these funds. 


He stated that the Board of Directors of the AGBU 
International who euthorize the allocation of these funds 
are extremely wealthy Armenian individuals who are definitely 
anti-Communist in their views and sympathies. 


Mr. MAVIAN advised that the funds authorized for 
allocation to educaticnal and charitable institutions are 
disbursed by branch offices of the AGBU located in foreign 
countries under the direction of the Board of Directors of 
the AGBU International. 


He stated these branch offices after they disburse 
these funds must file an accounting of the disbursement to the 
AGBU International which is filed in the AGBU office in New 
York City. ao) 


He stated this office is located at 250 5th Avenue, 
New York City. 


Mr. MAVIAN advised that he knew none of the funds 
could be diverted to Communist educational and charitable 


institutions in Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus and that if any 
individual or organization made such an allegation they would 
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not be telling the truth. 


He stated that he believed that the only organiz- 
ation or individual who would make such an allegation would 
h to the hnek rt ntis munis ; + 
O27E mnbee "SF PARSER EGTTY: 99 ants~Comainia® Party, 

He advised though the Dashnaks can join the AGBU 
as individuals they decline to do so inasmuch as they would 
be in the minority and would not be able to control the 
activities of the AGBU. 


He said that through the years the Dashnaks have 
been trying to force the AGBU to disburse funds to Dashnak 
schools and institutions which the AGBU refuses to do 
inasmuch as the AGBU is a "non political" organization and 
the Dashnaks are a political party. 


Mr. MAVIAN stated as a result the Dashnaks have 
made allegations through the years that the AGBU contributes 
funds to Communist schools and institutions. 


He suggested that the following members of the 
Board of Directors of the AGBU International would be able . 
to substantiate his claim that none of the funds of the AGBU 
are diverted to Communist educational and charitable institu- 


tions. ; / MY 
a 
ren KAVOOKIIAN, a Vice Bresident of the. International 


and Chairman of the Board, Bingham ‘Photo Engraving Corporation, 

. 330 West 4end Shneeh NON OEE sect peg an saw 
CHARLESAXARAGHEUSIAN, a member of the Board of 

Directors.of the AGBU International who is an officer of -A. if, 

and M. Karagheusian Incorporated, 295. _5th—Avenue.,..New-York City. //)/ 
[ SUBS OOT OPO ani wba. ’ 
ALEX MANOOGIAN, owner. ; Masco Screw Products, 

Incorporated whose address is 9240 Dwight Street, Detroit, 

Michigan. 


On February 21, 1962, VAHRAM DERDERIAN, owrér of the 
Trocadero Catering Corporation, 179 Dyckman Street, New York 
City advised that he is a member of the Central Committee. of 
the American Unit of the AGBU. 


a ae 
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He stated that the AGBU International is governed 
by a Board of Directors and the American Unit, AGBU by a 
Central Committee, 


He advised that the AGBU is a tax exempt non profit 
organization that aids charitable and educational institutions. 


He said that all of the funds which the AGBU has 
at its disposal for allocation have been given to the AGBU 
through either wills or by donations which specifically state 


the purpose for which the money is to be disbursed. 


Mr. DERDERIAN advised that the principal beneficiaries 
of the funds are the Melkonian Institute and AGBU schools in 


ebanon reec ; 
Leba and Greece, Yom BOE ~ Sa Ryhol peo silted 


a vot * 


He stated that he believed that oy Bans disburse-~ 
™~ } 


ment of the funds of the AGBU was directed by L CARAGHEUSIAN 
of the A,and M.Karegheusian, Incorporated, B a 
aor # | i) 


Mr. DERDERIAN advised that he believed that none of 
the funds sent to branch offices of the AGBU in foreign 
countries could be diverted to Communist educational and 
charitable institutions by these branch offices of the AGBU. 


He stated that he believed that it was possible that 
some of the branch offices could give food and milk to 
individuals who might be pro-Communist in their beliefs with- 
out the branch offices being aware of these individuals' 
sympathies but that it would be impossible for any of the 
branch offices to divert funds to Communist educational and 
charitable institutions because the branch office must 
account for any disbursements to the AGBU office at 250 
5th Avenue, New York City. 


Mr. DERDERIAN said if an allegation were made that 
the AGBU was contributing through its branch offices to Com-~ 
munist charitable and educational institutions the allegation 
would have to be made by the Dashnak Party or a member of the 
Party. 


He advised that when Soviet Armenia was independent 
the Dashnak Party was a major party in Armenia and the 
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Ramgovar Party, the "Democratic Party" in Armenia was a 
minority party. 


However, when Armenia lost its independence to 
Russia, the Dashnaks became a minority party. 


In addition to becoming a minority party Mr. 
DERDERIAN says the Dashnaks became "very strong" anti-Com- 
munists to the point that if any individual or organization 
were not"terriblv" anti-Communist the Dashnaks would 
consider them Communists, 


Mr. DERDERIAN said that inasmuch as the AGSU, 
though non-political, has numerous individuals of the 
Ramgovar Party as members, the Dashnaks who always opposed 
the Ramgovar Party, are liable to accuse the AGBU of 
allocating funds to Communist charitable and educational 
institutions because the AGBU is not as strongly anti-Com- 
munist in its activities as the Dashnaks desire it to be, 


In conclusion, Mr. DERDERIAN stated that through 
the years the Dashnaks have been making allegations, without 
foundation, that the AGBU is a pro-Communist organization. 
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8/26/57, directed a letter to the "Honorable Harrington, 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, Washington, D.c." in 

which he stated the AGBU is a tax evading, subversive entity 
engaging in a minimum of work it alleges to be doing, in 
order to remain in existence. It induiges in and has indulged 
in what it specificaliy states in its charter it is not 

doing. 


KELEKTAN set forth in the letter information 
to support the above allegations. 


2. i111 consider reecontacting Mrs. BEATRICE ALTMAYER 
RODNEY KELEKIAN, 19 East 80th Street, NYC. 


She is NY T-2 in the veport of SA JAMES E, TIERNEY 
dated 8/21/61, entitled "ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION, 
IS - ARMENIA" 


3. Will interview LILY KARAGHEUSIAN. It is noted. 
that CHARLES KARAGHEUSIAN who is the first cousin of LILY 
KARAGHEUSIAN advised on 4/12/62 that she is traveling outside 
NYC and that she will not be available for interview for 
approximately three weeks, 
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uni@ STATES DEPARTMENT OF rice 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


é 1-INS, NYC (RM) 
opy to: 1-DIO, 3rd Naval District (RM) 

1-G-2, First Army 

1-2nd OSI District AF) (RM) 
Report of: JAMES E. TIERNEY : Office: New York, New York 
Date: 4 130 /62 
Field Office File #: 100-46846 pee ‘ 

# Bureau File # 00-356147 

Title: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - ARMENIA 
Synopsis: CHARLES KARAGHEUSIAN, Treasurer, Armenian General 


Benevolent Union (AGBU) International, advised that the AGBU 
is a non-political and a non-sectarian organization and that. 
it aids Armenian educational and charitable institutions and 
Armenian individuals. He said that the Board of Directors 

is responsible for the allocation of funds to institutions in 
Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus, and that the allocation is handled 
by branch offices of the AGBU who must file an accounting. 
mhat because of this accounting funds could not be disbursed’ | 
to Communist institutions. He stated that if allegations. were 
made that these funds were so disBersed, the allegatiors would 
have to be made by the Dashnak Party or a member of it | 
inasmuch as the Dashnaks have beenmaking such allegations for 
many years against the AGBU. HAIKKAVOOKJIAN., Vice President, 
AGBU International, stated that all ‘of the funds which the 
AGBU has at its disposal for allocation to Armenian institu- 
tions has been received either through donations or from the — 
wills of deceased persons. He stated it was not possible 
that any of the funds could be disbursed by branch offices to 
Communist educational or charitable institutions because 
branch. offices must account to tne AGBU. He advised that 

if an allegation was made that funds were being so. disbursed 
it would have to be made by the Dashnak Party or a member of 
it inasmuch as this party has been saying for years that the 
AGBU is a pro~-Communist organization. 


op 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DETAILS: 


On April 11, 1962, pea aha EAN Renee 
of the Board, A. and M, Karagheusian, e295 mifth Avenue, New 
York City, stated that he is the treasurer of the Armenian | 
Gerieral Benevolent Union (AGBU) International and a member 
of its Board of Directors. He advised that the AGBU is 
"completely and absolutely" a non-political and a non-sectarian © 
organization, 


He stated that the AGBU has approximately le million 
dollars in its treasury and that it aids Armenian educational 
and charitable institutions and Armenian individuals who are 
in need. , 


He said that the Board of Directors of the AGBU 
International is responsible for the allocatim of funds to 
educational and charitable institutions in Lebanon, Syria | 
and Cyprus and that the allcecation is handled by branch 
offices of the AGBU in these three eastern countries. 

Mr. KARAGHEUSIAN advised that the Board of Directors | 
of the AGBU International is composed of wealthy Armenians | 
who are anti-Communist in their feelings and sympathies. 


He stated the branch offices of the AGBU International 
must file an accounting of their allocation of funds to the 
AGBU International at the New York Office of the AGBU. 


Mr. KARAGHEUSIAN advise@ that these funds, because 


of this accounting, could not be diszursed to Communist if 
educational and charitable institutions in Lebanon, Syria [| 
and Cyprus. 


He said that if allegations were made that these 
funds are being so disposed the allegatiorswould have to be made 
ky the Dashnak Party, an anti-Communist party, or a member 
of this party. 
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Mr. KARAGHEUSTAN advised that for many years the 
Dashnaks have been making such allegations against the 
AGBU inasmuch as the AGBU will notdisturse AGBU funds to 
Dashnak schools and institutions because the Dashnaks are 
a political party and the AGBU is a non-political organization. 


On April 11, 1962, HAIK7KAVOOKJIAN, Chairman of 
the Board, Bingham Photo Engraving Corporation, . 330 West 


ny-or tne Street, New York City, stated that he is Wiee President 
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ofthe AGBU eral gaan and a member of its Board of 
A 5 Meera l. wif 


Directors, o 


Mr. KAVOCKJIAN advised thst ail of the funds which 
the AGBU Internaticnal has at its disposal for allocaticn 
to Armenian charitable and ecucational institutions has been 
received either through donations to the AGBU or from wills 
of deceased persons. He stated that it was not possible 
that any of these funds could be-disbursedby branch offices 
of the AGBU in foreign countries to Communist educational : 
and charitable institutions because these pranch offices must | 
account to the AGBU office in New York City. 


Mr. KAVOOKIJIAN advised that if an allegation was 
made that the AGBU was disbursing funds to Communist educational 
and charitable institutions it would have to be made by the 
anti-Communist Dashnak Party or a member of this party 
inasmuch as this party has been saying throughout the years 
without any basis in fact that the AGBU is a pro-Communist | 
organization. \ 


He advised they accused the AGBU of being pro- 
Communist because the AGBU is a non-political organization 
who will not contribute funds to Dashnak schools and 
institutions inasmuch as the Dashnak Party is a political 
party. 
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UNITED STATES GO NMENT 6 
Memorandum 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-356147) pate: 6/29/62 


m : SAC, NEW YORK (100-46846) P¥ 


\Gunyecr: (ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
IS - ARMENIA 


Re report of SA JAMES E, TIERNEY dated 4/30/62, at 

NY, which sets forth a lead to interview LILYXKARAGHEUSIAN, ) 
AU) | ORT EF. 

The SA who has been assigned this matter has been on 

extended sick leave. 
Ne Ces trogee 

On 6/21/62, it was ascertained from i CHARLES/CARAGHEUSIAN, 
A. and M. KARAGHEUSIAN, 295 Fifth Ave., Nyc,/ that LETLA 
KARAGHEUSIAN is travelling in Europé and=that she will not return 
for approximately a month and a half. 


The NYO will hold this lead in abeyance until she returns, 


The NYO will not, cover the leads set forth in re report 
to interview CHARLES DIKRAN LEKTAN and Mrs, BEATRICE ALTMAYER. 


It is the considered opinion of the NYO after a review 


' of the investigation conductéd to date in this matter that an 


HW 46073 


interview of these individuals will not resolve the original 
allegation made by Zre I Catholicos, Armenian Orthodox Church o 
Cilicia Lebanon, that the Armenian General Benevolent Union 
(AGBU) is steadily sending funds to its branch offices in. spe 
three Eastern countries, who in turn were supporting Communist. 
inspired schools and religious institutions with these funds. 


It is believed that based on information previously 
furnished by these individuais in this matter that they are not 


in a position to state whether or not the allegation made by 
the Catholicos is true. 


~ Bureau (100-356147) 
1 - New York (100-46846) 
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FEDERAL-BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 4 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 1 


DETROIT NEW YORK | 7/18/62 6/26 — 7/12/62 

| TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY : TYPED BY 

| va —— , REX H. PLOEN elc 3 

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT CHARACTER OF CASE t 

yo UNION iy eT ae 7 , 

{ ; : \ 

IS — ARMENIA | 
% \v . REFERENCE: New York letter to Detroit, dated 6/21/62. | | > aks 
(i oo ie 

hep | Pale o-1 Wy 7 ba 
Me LEAD © | M-|9-G.2 ate / 
? : ee, Z . he : 

| NEW YORK | | Aer fay 

AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK Cbste® 14,33-4& 

i a a ED * 


{ 

| 
Z . ey 
‘ , Ryo? 4y 30H. ae foie [- _ 
Will interview Mr. K,. GUIRAGOSIAN, Director, Armenian a ails aa 
| General Benevolent Union International, 250 Fifth Avenue, New [ 
23 York City, regarding a current accounting of Armenian General . -— 


Benevolent Union funds. SEE REVERSE SIDE FoR 
ADMINISTRATIVE — ADD. DISSEMINATION, 


As an enclosure to this report, New York Office is 
being furnished a copy of the Armenian General Benevolent’ 

_ Union Annual Report of the Central Board of. Directors for the 
Year 1960, which waS given to SA REX H. PLOEN by ALEX MANOOGIAN 
on July 10, 1962, at Detroit 

\ COLE: 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


C5-% Bureau (100-356147) (REGISTE 


2 — New York (100-46846) (Enc. 1 
(REGISTERED) 


1 - Detroit (105-1790) 


3 | ¥ 
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—76324-1 : . ¢ 
gs 
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It is being left to the discretion of the New York 
Office as to the desirability of reproducing pertinent portions 
of the above stated report of the Armenian General Benevolent 
Union for the Bureau and/or dissemination. Mr. MANOOGIAN advised 
that the 1961 report of the Armenian General Benevolent Union is 
not yet available. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST ICE ‘ 


Copy to: 


Report of: REX H. PLOEN Officer Detroit, Michigan 
Date: - July 18, 1962 


Field Office FileNo: 105-1790 Bureau FileNo:  100-356147 


Title: ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 


Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - ARMENIA 


Synopsis: | ALEX;MANOOGIAN, President, Armenian General. Benevolent 
' Union (AGBU) International, stated when interviewed — 
ae that an allegation that AGBU funds were sent to its 
i" branch offices in Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus and that 
the branch offices. in turn were supporting Communist 
inspired schools and religious institutions is unfounded 
and not true. MANOOGIAN said the AGBU International 
makes a public accounting yearly of their disbursement 
of funds and that none of these funds were diverted 
to support Communist inspired schools or religious 
institutions. 


- RUC - 
DETAILS: 


On July 10, 1962, ALEX MANOOGIAN, President of the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) International and 
President of Masco Screw Products Company, was interviewed at 
his office 12825 Ford Road, Dearborn, Michigan. Mr. MANOOGIAN 
stated that an allegation that AGBU funds were sent to its. 
branch offices in Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus and that the branch 
*. offices in turn were supporting Communist inspired schools and 
veligious institutions is unfounded and not true. He said the 
AGBU- International makes a public accounting yearly of their 
disbursement of funds and that none of these funds were diverted 
to support Communist inspired schools or religious institutions. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


bee 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Mr. MANOOGIAN further stated that the records of the 
AGBU International are located in his office at 250 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. He advised that he travels to New York each month 
to attend to business of the AGBU International and that he 
would like to present a current accounting of AGBU International 
funds with the aid of his certified public accountant at their 
New York Office. He, Suggested that contact for such a meeting be 
arranged with Mr. KK; URRAGOSIAN, Director, AGBU International, 
250 Fifth Avenue, Néw York City, Mr. MANOOGIAN concluded 
that he is anxious to disprove any such allegation of the AGBU 
being pro-Communist and that he would welcome the opportunity 
of an accounting of their records to show exactly where their 


money has been spent. [of subiecdt hath & a 
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ny ae Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington 25, De Co 
Fs g FROM: John Noonan, Chief, qh 
¥ Ay) . Records and Services ‘Branch, 
, Po For the Deputy Assistant Secretary 
: for Security. ) 
( { y. . 
SUBJECT: “Armenian General Benevolent Union \* 


r a ee 
| This will refer to reports on the subject periodically \ 4 
received from your Bureau, BuFile No. 100-356147. ~ a 


| A copy of Memorandum of Conversation between 1 Mro Le Douglas 
k H 


Heck, Chargé d'affaires ad Interim of the American Embassy at 
rus_and Mr. Le WAtevonion dated July 24, 1962 may be of 
terest becausé 0 volvement of AGBU in the local Arme 
Conan ty in | Cyprus (page two). 


" Geepotaceaee 


Enclosure: 


- One, : as stated 


COPY TO: The Deputy Director, Plans, - 2, ig 
Central Intelligence Agency wee TA A CY 
Washington, De Ce REC. 91. 7, Uo~ S io : 
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MH ORAW DUM OF CONVERSATION 
Feel ln lee a Nt ea 


Participanta: Ur. L. ¥. Levenian, Cyprict businessman 7 
Hr, L. Dougles Heck, Charge @'Arfelras awl. af bbassy 


Dates July 2h, 1962 ‘ 
Places Np, Hook's residence 


_ Levenian is a young Armenian businessman whese friends are mostly 
in the Greek Cppriet community. His father was defeated by B. A. Titbian 
in the 1960 olechions for the ponition of representative of tha Armenian 
community in the Communal Chamber. He is the son-in-law ef Chekearian, 
right wing, wealthy, older statesman of the Armenian community. Levoniants 
family connections cbviously place him ander right wing influences. Nowever, 
ha is espantielly nonpolitical, but at the game tine, a Loyal Armanian cone 
cerned about his community!s welfare, 


Dering oar Junchesoa, Lavonian gaid he wanted to tell ne about certain 
developments in the Armenian comunity becanes he wes concerned sver the way 
things were going. Prublew He. 1 was Tilblen, who in addition te being the 
representative of the Armenian comunity in the Communal Cnanber, is the 
agent of vastean Kodak in Cyprus. Levontan explained that the usual divie 
sion-within the Armenian ceumunity had beon intensified by the 1956 elections 
in the Archbishopric of Esirut. The Cyprus seo kag alvays supported the 
Arehbishop..:. of Beirulb in opposition te the elaima of Seviet Arm=nians and 
did so again in 1956. Since that time, thers hag been a concerted effort 
by the left wing elenentg bo mein control of the Church Committee which 
manages $he affairs af the commmity and selects the delegates to religious 
conventions, Tho Church Committee is re-elected every five years. The 
right wing has managed to maintain centrol in this Committee, but the Isft 
wing clains that the Conmittern rapresents a minority and hee remained in 
office by denying the vole to many armenianus. The right wing angyer is that 
only Armenians paying dues annually are entitled t6 vete. Levonian added 
thab ainee 1958, left wing members have been very careful to pay their dues. 


Against this background, Tilbien set himself up ae the opponent of the 
right wing whose apokesman was Levonian's father, Tilbian won the 1960 
elections casiiy denonctratbing far better organization than his right wing 
opponent. He raportedly brought te the polls Armenians whom the right wine 
had never heard of.. Ones élected, Tilbian embarked on a campaign to dis- 
ofadit the VYiear General who represents the Armenien Arehbishop here and 
the Ghurch Gommittee. There have been all types of harassment, many very 
petty, bub the nat result is to split the community further, for exanple, 
Tilbian has prevented tha Vicar Ueneral from giving services at the Helkenian 
Institute, the orivelgal trnenian scheol, and no religion is taught there 
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except when there is a visiting priest from Soviet Armenia. 


Levonian doas not believe that Tilbian is a communist. In his 
opinion, Tilbiants motives include secial ambition and fasily feuding. - 
®ilbian is related by marriage te the Cusounien clan, one of whose meubers 
expected to marry Chakarian's daughter. When this did not work out, the 
Ousounians suffered considerable less of faea anc they have been feuding 
ever since with the Chakarians. Another factor explaining Tilbian's 
activitiss is his depamfence on the Arsonian communists who helped hin 
gin the olection and who have noy eapbured him, ‘the key man behind Tilblan 
is 8, tevletian, a hard ecre comaunist whe moved inte Tiibian's fodak 
office after his clection and masterminds Tilblan's activities. Another 
friend is Glafkos Cleridas, and whenever Tilbian needs a faver from the 
government, he consults with Clerides whe usually manages to help. 


Anothor souree of strongth ie the Arawnian General Benevolent Union 
: (A880) which has its headquarters in the United States. The Local branch 
\ is contrelied by the communists and ite funds are placed at Tilbian’a 
disposal. : 
filbian orivinablly supported the Soviet Armenian drive to arrange 
for the repatriation af Armenians. When the current drive was started 
Dy the Soviet Esbasay hore, some 800 signatures were obtained, bub 
‘Levenaian dees not ambicipste that mare than 400 will leave. According 
to Levonian, interest in repatriation results from the bleek economic 
oublook for the poorer alsments of the Armenian ecoamaunity here and from 
an esobionsl appeal to sea the motherland again. Hevever, recently, Tilbian 
and the AGBU quietly reversed thoir pesition on repatriation because Tiloia 
ney realises that most of those who will, leave are hia supsorters and he 
camot afford to less their votes. This has antagonized seme who claim 
that Tilbian is interested only in the votes and not the welfare of his 
supporters, Te complicate matters, the right wing leaders are ancouraging | 
repatriatim in order to weaken the opposition. 


One of the problems that dieturbs the right wing Teaders are the social 
contacts between the Amaenian and amsrican communities. Americans seen to 
sea more of Tilbien'ts aupporters then of right wing menbers, Levenian 
acknowledges that most of the mora interesting and energetic membera of 
the Axsmenian community are to be found in the Tilbian group. Ne did net 
categorize them as sommmists, but rather as Ieft wing supporters of Tilbien. 
Thase inclnds Dy. Achdjian, Mmmdoessian, asd Guobenlian of Reuters, whose 
fatner is a party aenber. Levonian else acknewladeed that the defsotion 
af these persone te the left wing is partly the faclt of the right wing 
leaders whe are older, refuse to share paver and have clesed the decors. to 
the youngor generation, Tha right wing ip na arare of its mistakes aud 
has erranged for sempone naxed Mavasartian to cave to Cypras and help 
organize the right wing politically. Navasartian io an American citizen 


Soe 
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whe torked for VO. He ig an aceonplished linguist and on educated 
person, Hie sbjeebives here are known te the Ministry of the Interior. 
Tavonian exproesed the hoga that we might find somo sort of job for 
this person to gupplomest the dneons that the right wing Jeaders are 

| giving hin. 


Distribition 


ir. Lodbettor (1) 
tir. Goon, OTF (1) 
Hy. Laathdewa (1) 
Contra files (3) 
fir. Heekts chron (1) 


Copies #1, 2 & 3 » Central files 
Copy 7 = Mi. Ledbetter 

Copy #5 - Mr. Coon 

Copy #6 - Hr. Linthicur 

| Gopy #7 - tir. Heck's chvon 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


NEW YORK NEW YORK 11/29/64 10/1 -. 11/21/62 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE B 


) : SOHN J. ELLIOTT me 
ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION , 
CHARACTER OF CASE = 


| ft, | IS - ARMENTA 


oa Que Report of SA JAMES E, TIERNEY dated 4/30/62, at NY. 
wp Tf NY letter to Bureau dated 6/29/62. 
2p ay Report of SA REX H. PLOEN dated 7/18/62, at Detroit.. 


PS SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR: 
ADMINISTRATIVE: ADD. DISSEMINATION. 
ae 


_ A copy of this report has been disseminated to INS 
because 6f their possible interest in this matter and to the 
intelligence agencies of the Armed Forces for information. 


the Memorandum of Conversation dated 7/24/62, written by Mr. Le 
DOUGLAS HECK, Charge d'Affaires ad Interim, American Embassy, 
Cyprus, mentioned in the details of this report, was classified: 
"Secret", It is to be noted that this Memorandum of Conversation 
was furnished to the Bureau by letter dated 9/14/62, by Mr. JOHN 
NOONAN, Chief, Records and Services Branch, for the Deputy — 
Assistant Secretary for Security of the United States Department 
of State. os 


APPROVED 


This report has been classified "Secret" because . 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE iN SPACES BELOW 


po— |B5U eZ B 4 RECs 2 


3 COPIES MADE: (ea o 


5» Bureau (100-356147) (RM) 
- DIO, 3rd Naval District (RM) 
1 - G-2, First Army (RM) | 
4, = 2nd OSI District, USAF (RM) 
1 « INS, pe 
100-46846) 24, . 


Oe a ed 


SCOTT] 


qo DEC 3 #1962 


Notations +‘ 
ae 
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It is to be noted that the copy of the Armenian 
General Benevolent Union (AGBU) Annual Report of the Central. 
Board of Directors for the Year 1960, which was furnished to the 
NYO as an enclosure to referenced report of SA REX H,. PLOEN . 
dated 7/18/62, at Detroit, was made a part of instant NY file 
on the AGBU, The NYO has reviewed this Annual Report and does. 
not deem it necessary to reproduce pertinent portions of the. 
report for the Bureau and/or dissemination. 


The NYO has completely reviewed instant case file.. 

‘The: NYO has been unable to substantiate theoriginal allegation . 
made by His Holiness ZRE I, CATHOLICOS, Armenian Orthodox Church:. 
of Cilicia, Lebanon, that the AGBU is steadily sending funds | 
to its branch offices in Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus, who in turn: 
were supporting Communist inspired schools and religious 
\institutions. The NYO has also beenwmable to substantiate the . 

llegation set forth in instant report that according to Mr. L.V. 


LEVONIAN, a Cypriot businessman, the Cyprus Branch of the AGBU 
is controlled by Communists . 


For the information of the Bureau, a review of instant A“ 
ease file reflects that down through the years, the’Dashnak Party, — 
an anti-Communist party, has developed a Hatred for the AGBU . 
primarily because the AGBU, being non-political in nature, can dis- 
burse no funds to the Dashnak Party, which is a political party. 
As a result, the Dashnak Party has been alleging for several 


years that the AGBU gives support to Communist inspired educational 
and charitable institutions. 


Inasmuch as the NYO has conducted ‘all logical - 
investigation in this matter in an effort to substantiate the 
above allegations, with negative results, and, in view.of the. 
fact that allegations ofcthis.nature, have, down through the 
years, been originated by the Dashnak.  Party.,..no..furtner,.. 
ifivestigation “is be being _¢o conducted in this matter and the NYO 
is—precing thts cas case in a closed Status. 


sear S12 eS ARE aL Nee Niles 


a, Sa Tle EE EE 
ee cease ence Dit ened LET EO 
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COVER - PAGE 


HW 46073 DBocld:32976655 Page 166 


FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) . 
‘ A 
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un@ STAT T OF ICE 


FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- DI6, 3rd Naval 


: 1 ral District (RM). 

Copy to: 1 - G=2, First Army. (RM) © 
1 - 2nd OSI District, USAF (RM) 
“1 - INS, Nyc (RM) _ 

Repotof} -§ = JOHN J. ELLIOTT Offices NEW YORK 
Date: 11/29/62 © 
Field Office File #: 100-468H6 Bureau File #1 99.3667 ))7 
Title: ARMENIAN GENERAL. BENEVOLENT UNION 
Character: ‘ INTERNAL SECURITY... = ARMENTA 
Synopsis: L.V. LEVONIAN, a Cypriot businessman, stated that the 


Cyprus Branch of the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) 

is. controlled by Communists. Miss LEILA KARAGHEUSIAN, a member~ - 
of the Board of Directors of -AGBU Intemational and Mr. KRIKOR_ 
GUTRAGOSSIAN, Executive Director, AGBU International, advised 
that the allegation made that AGBU funds were sent to AGBU . 
branch offices in Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus and that these 
branch offices in turn were supporting Communist inspired 
schools and religious institutions is untrue, and that the 
allegation that the Cyprus Branch of the AGBU is controlled 

by. Communists is also untrue. . 


OS 


DETAILS: 


6.2. It is to be noted that a Memorandum of Conversation 
dated July 24, 1962, written by Mr. L. DOUGLAS HECK, Charge 
d'affaires ad Interim, American Embassy, Cyprus, pertaining to 

a conversation between Mr. HECK and Mr. L.V. LEVONIAN, a Cypriot: 
businessman, at Mr. HECK's residence, reflected the following: 


depfassification 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Mr. LEVONIAN stated that the Cyprus Branch of the 
Armenian General. Benevolent Union (AGBU) is controlled by 
Communists. suis antes RON 


On. October 4, 1962, Miss LEILA RAGHEUSIAN, 88 88 Central. 
Park West, New York ‘city, a member of the Board of Directors or 
A. and M. Karagheusian, Inc., 295 Fifth Avenue, Néw York City,. 
“advised SA JOHN J, ELLIOTT that she is a member of the Board ~ 
of Directors of the AGBU International, 250 Fifth Avenue, New A¥4ié Aid 
“York City. Mtss “‘KARAGHEUSIAN further advised that as a member- EB +S 
of the Board of Directors of the AGBU International, she is § ~~ 
thoroughly familiar with. all facets of the operation of the 
AGBU and is one of those responsible for the disbursement of 
AGBU funds to educat tional and charitable institutions in Lebanon, 
Syria and Cyprus, Miss KARAGHEUSIAN related that the allegation 
made that AGBU funds were sent to its branch offices in Lebanon, 
Syria, and Cyprus and that these branch offices in-turn were 
‘supporting Communist inspired schools and religious institutions. 
is absolutely untrue arid has no basis in fact. Miss KARAGHEUSIAN. 
further related that the allegation that the Cyprus Branch of — 
the AGBU is controlled By vont ste ie Sg °° untrue and has no 
basis in fact. OT, VANS. : 


ee 


db 
id 


Miss KARAGHEUSIAN stated that the AGBU is absolutely 
a ‘non-political and a non-sectarian organization. She further 
stated that the AGBU has in excess of 10 million dollars in its’ 
treasury and this money is used to aid Armenian charitable and 
educational institutions throughout the world and also to aid. 
Armenian individuals who are in need of assistance. 


Ae ae 
Miss KARAGHEUSIAN added that she has travelled extensively. 
throughout the world, having only recently returned from a trip to, 
the Middle East, and she has observed first-hand many of the 
charitable and educational institutions which have been the 
recipient of AGBU funds and these charitable and educational 
institutions are “cons cely not" Communist inspired. 


According to. Miss KARAGHEUSIAN, the funds which the 
AGBU has at its disposal for disbursement to Armenian charitable 
and educational institutions has been received through donations 
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to the AGBU from wealthy Armenians throughout the world; Miss 
KARAGHEUSIAN advised that it was not possible that any of the 
funds disbursed by various AGBU Branch Offices in. foreign a 
countries was given to Communist inspired schools and religious 
institutions because every AGBU branch office throughout the_ 
‘world, including those in Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus: must male 
an accounting as to where the money was disbursed to the AGBU 
International in New York City. 


Miss KARAGHEUSIAN stated that for the past several 
years, the anti-Communist Dashnak Party has been saying, without. 
any basis in fact, that the AGBU is a pro-Communist organization.: 
Miss KARAGHEUSIAN related that for years the Dashnak Party has. 
been angry with the AGBU because the AGBU would never disburse . 
any funds to Dashnak schools and institutions because the Dashnak 
Party is a political party. According to Miss KARAGHEUSIAN, it. 
is her opinion that any allegation made to the effect that the 

| AGBU is steadily sending funds to its branch offices in Lebanon, 
Syria, and Cyprus, who in turn, wére supporting Communist inspired 
schools and religious institutions with these funds, and any 
allegation made to the effect that the Cyprus Branch of the . 

- AGBU is controlled by Communists, would have to be made by the ~ 
Dashnak Party or individual members of the Dashnak Party. 


Miss KARAGHEUSIAN concluded by stating that the 
members of the Board of Directors of the AGBU International, 
a11 of whom she knows well, are wealthy individuals who definitely’ 
nave anti-Communist sympathies. 


mre 

On November SURTICT OBB, 25 i, Y carxon YeutRAGoSsIAN, Sep 
Executive. _Director, AGBU International, 250 Fifth Avenue.,_.New Bik 
York.City, and a member of. the Board of Directors of the AGBU = 
International, advised SA JOHN J. ELLIOTT that the AGBU was” Pounded 
on April 15, 1906, in Cairo, Egypt, as a charitable organization | — 
whose purpose was and still is to aid poor Armenians and 
Armenian educational and charitable institutions throughout the 
world, Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN further advised that the AGBU was founded. 
as a non-political, non-sectarian organization, which it remains 
today... 


-3- 
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Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN stated. that the -AGBU now has 
approximately 10 million dollars in its treasury, this money having 
been received through donations or from wills of deceased 
persons. According to Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN, this money is used : 
to. furnish aid to Armenian educational and charitable institutions. 
and to individuals of Armenian descent who desire an education 
through scholarships, grants and loans. Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN 
stated that the Board of Directors of the AGBU International 
authorizes the allocation of this money throughout. the world, 
which money is actually disbursed by AGBU branch offices. 

Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN added that branch offices of the AGBU International, 
fncluding those in Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus, after they disburse 
these funds, must file an accounting of the disbursements 

to the AGBU Internatiorial in New York City. 


According to Mr. GUIRGOSSIAN, because this type of 
accounting of AGBU funds its made, these funds could not be 
disbursed to Communist inspired educational and charitable 
institutions in Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus. Mr, GUIRAGOSSIAN 
advised that any allegation made that AGBU funds are disbursed 
to Communist inspired educational and charitable institutions 
in Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus is untrue. and any allegation that 
the Cyprus Branch of the AGBU is controlled by Communists 
is also untrue. 


In Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN's opinion, the only organization 
or individual who would make the above allegations is the Dashnak 
Party or.a member of the Dashnak Party. 


Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN added that over the years, the 
Dashnak Party and wembers of that Party have been attempting to. 
force the AGBU to disburse funds to Dashnak schools: and institutions, 
however, the AGBU cannot do this because the AGBU is non-political 
in nature and the Dashnak Party is a political party. Because 
of the AGBU's refusal to disburse funds to the Dashnak Party, 
the Dashnak Party vehemently dislikes the AGBU and is jealous 
of the AGBU because of the vast amount of money the AGBU has 
at its disposal. According to Mr. GULRAGOSSIAN, down through 
the years, the Dashnak Party has attempted to discredit the 
AGBU by accusing the AGBU of contributing funds to Communist 


ik 
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schools and institutions, whereas there is no basis in fact for 
these allegations. 


Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN advised that the Board of Directors 
\ of the AGBU International is composed of wealthy Armenians who 
are definitely anti-Communist in their sympathies. 

Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN advised that the complete financial y 
records of the AGBU, showing where all of the funds are disbursed, 
are available for review by the United States Government at any — 
time, should the United States Goaernment desire to audic these 
‘records. Mr. GUIRAGOSSIAN concluded by stating that these financial 
-records show that no AGBU funds are diverted to suppore Communist: 
inspired schools or religious institutions. 


- 5% - 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
October 11, 1968 .,.. 


Vmion General de Beneficencia armenia] 
(General Union for Armenian Charity); 
Alex Manoogian : , 

It is noted that t urrent Manhattan Telephone 

Directory does not contain ajlisting for either the Union 

General de Beneficencia Armenia 

Charity) or Alex Manoogian. @& 


On October 10, 1968, Pauline DiFiore of the 
Credit Bureau of Greater New York advised that the files 
available to her contain no information identifiable with 
Alex Manoogian, 


On October 9, 1968, a confidential source, in a 
position to furnish information concerning business firms 
and other organizations operating in the New York City area, 
advised that there was no information identifiable with 
either the captioned organization or Alex Manoogian, 


The files of the New York Office of the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation contain no information identifiable 
with either the captioned organization or Alex Manoogian, 


= eH 
BARU Koad Sh ne 


b- 25614 1-35 


ENCLOSURE 
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(General Union for Armenian} 
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” “ ” MA 10 EITM 11.6 & r a 
- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT “ FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
Memora ndum 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


10/11/68 


DATE: 


SUBJECT: 


HON YENERAL, DE XE_BENEFICENC TA Ral ps Y — 
Y . 


Lt AISNE! S Consort ps 
Af, 
f 


(¢ GENERAL UNION FOR ARMENIAN CHARIT 
"MANOOGIAN naa ae 


ReBulet to Wy, 9/30/68. 


Transmitted herewith are the original and five copies 
of an LHM prepared on the captioned matter dated as above at NY 


. The confidential source mentioned in the enclosed LA 
Lo is[ ___—jeontacted on 10/9/68 by SA WILLIAM F MARTIN. [! 


_ Records of the Credit Bureau of. ‘Greater New York 
caused to be checked by IC JOHN L. “KAPP. | 


0 Zs LY 7 


RECS TT 


17 oe 3b 1968 


eau (Encls. As 
‘1- Legat, Buenos. Aires) 


ry 
ped 
ay 
Late 
mi 
ay 
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/ ime sures deseribed thaeosian as a vbaie male bom. June 34, 3990, 


‘cnt Sor has So the gast been a nenter ef the Comunis 
ce oe “organization éesignated, subversive by the nated States 


l= Liaisen 


‘4 & eoniigeatied sounes, whe hes EGE Es 
$ HAE Aor ei the past, advised in | 7: : 
Gael Renguo li mien {5c3u) 25905kh ‘Avense, New Berke caty, 
Tas astobliahed oe qe08 im. Boyes as 2 monprecke « wn gandiza tion 
gud chextered wader Delaware Lave 29 2905 acs & newmbersies 
SPRRMLSNTEOM... 


AGEs atficurs serve the ergonicatien wither’ 
gangensation mad with election of officers im dance of cach 
yeas. En 1962, the Uston ked approximately E50 chapters 
lecated threugheut the United States, Tt cas ferced te EE - 
seedy Syaenians in the Shited States and @ abrend. q%. oe 
aié to schools, heapitais, amd gives scholarships an ng 
$9. iedgividuste.. Fes. ineom? ia enised Seon peacet actapities. 
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both reldatie and unrelistic inforantian.. , edt _ Shes the 
AGEE £9 2. pailenthrobic Senenion society with headumrters 
ia Now Yor which distributes funds throughout the werkd 
for noedy Avaweine acisens She eouree ax | that 
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agerican Armenians. and eachough. the parent argenieation in 
Bev York ic free of cogmmict teint, none a the subsidiary: 
trageckes of the organization, Shich are lecated,in gany of 
the oe oo ire et aa 2he Werle, are divested by COMMEDESEE: 
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RECORDED COPY FILED mn 


as) 


afiles = 7 7 
concerning Union General de Beneficencia @rmenia ; however , tits. 
cEepiaduciog ae probably identidai with AGBU whose presiden’ 
reportedly Alex Manoogian! Information ¢eentained in pbove | 

LHM obtained in Bufile 106~356-47, 14, 20, 3%. The source who 
furpished information concerning Alexander Manoogian, is 
Alexander Manoogian who on July 10, 1962, advised the Bureau 
that he is the President of the AGBU and President of 

Masco Sevey Products Company, Dearborn, Michigan. 


| _ : | ri 


HY 46073 Docld:32976655 Page 175 


Assoc. Dir. 
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FOIA(b) (7) - (D) oe 
as 1 - Mr. R. J. Oglesby, Jr. 
CODE oe TELETYPE NIVEL 

TO LEGAT BUENOS ALRES (105-1235) (105-1236) NOVEMBER 21, 1974 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI (100-356147) 1 - Mr. J. R. Hagy 
Se 

a Se ee 

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION (AGBU), INTERNAL SECURITY ~ 
RUSSIA. : 


REURTEL NOVEMBER 15, 1974, CAPTIONED "ARMENIAN GENERAL 


BENEFICIARY UNION (UGAB) 


BUREAU FILES REVEAL 


MATTER THEN UNDER INVESTIGATION, AND THAT AN LHM DATED 


OCTOBER 29, 1968, CAPTIONED "ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT 


UNION,“ CONTAINING DATA CONCERNING THIS ORGANIZATION AND 
ALEX MANOOGIAN WAS FORWARDED TO YOUR OFFICE IN OCTOBER, 19638. 


PRESUMABLY YOUR FILE CONCERNING THIS MATTER HAS BEEN DESTROYED, » : 


AND COPIES OF LEM ARE BEING FORWARDED TO YOU UNDER SEPARATE 
cover So : 
BUFILES ARE NEGATIVE CONCERNING ARMENIAN GENERAL - 


Dep. AD Adm. _ BENEFICIARY UNION, THE adapais) «ey aula ae AND DICRAN Cee 


Dep. AD Inv. __ 


Asst. Dir.s 


Blan. & Eval, 


ee 1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route tim gh” for. aoa 
Ext. Affairs ___ ra 2 oe “7 x \ ue” Ep 
fee ORG acne : ae Nov 25 1994 404 © 
- ce ee "2 
fe TIPS of: ' ° mh . : . , “4 Sar yeeros —" “G : 
vel, — SEE NOTE #AGE-3 Fe 
aboratory ____ a 
ue 


Spec. inv. 


} a 


a yt * *y a wie fe} 2 
1 - 100-383696 (ALEX: MANOOGIAN. “¢E a> as ots? Be 


L. 
p 


Training Ne SY a 
Legal Coun. Me . Tee ‘, Vy 
Telephone Rm. we wu . Be 
Director Sec'y __ MAIL ROOM 
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TELETYPE TO LEGAT BUENOS AIRES =. 
RR: ARMENTAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNTON . 


| PEWoING BECEIP? OF APOREMENTTONED wo umd } 


‘THAT THE BGEU WAS FOUNDED Iv 1906 IN, EGYPT AS A HONPROPIT 


ORGANIZATION, AND CHARTERED IM ITED STATES UNDER DELAWARE 
LAWS IN 1908 AS A MEMBERSHIP GRO as OF 1961, THE GROUP 

HAD APPROXIMATELY 150 CHAPTERS LOCATED: THROUGHOUT THE 

UNITED STATES. IT WAS FORMED 20 AID NEEDY ARMENIANS IN THE 
UNIPED STATES AND ABROAD. REPORTEDLY THR AGBU PARENT 
ORGANIZATION HAS BREW FREY oF commmrse TAINT, BUT SOME OF THE 
SUBSIDIARY BRANCHES LOCATED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD KAVE BEEN 
ALLEGEDLY DIRECTED BY COMMUNTS''S OR COMPRIS? SYMPRPRIZERS . 

AS OF 1971, ALEX MANOOGIAN WAS ‘PRESIDENT OF THE AGBU 
INTERNATIONAL. HE WAS THEN DRSCRIBED aS BRING A WHITE MALE, 
BOR JUHR 14, 1900, BT SMYRNA, TORREY, AND A. NATURALTZED 
UNITED STATES CITIZEN. ' 

NEN YORE AND DETROIT ARE BEING REQUESTED 70 CONPACR LOGICAL, 

“ARMENIAN AND SOVIET EMTGRE SOURCES RELATIVE TO ALLEGATION OF 
CONNECTIONS EXISTING BETWEEN agat atid IN 
BUENOS AZRES, ARGENTINA. OBTAIN AND FORWARD IN FORM SUITABLE 
FOR DISSEMINATION TO INTERESTED UNITED STATES. GOVERNEIEN? 


AGENCIES ALI. DATA AVAILABLE rnox{__Je NCERUING oHIS HATTER. & 
Sed N 
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THLETYPE TO LEGAT BUENOS AIRES . 


Sacraa— 
RE: ARMENIAN GENERAL ‘BENEVOLENT UNTOH 


2 letype ayis/74, ta ee oe 
information Sarre an Armenian ethnic 


CS y 


ily Has “no record aaa 


as our record procedures eC Legats to de 
files after several years, for space encpouca: LAM 
summarizing data in Bufiles concerning AGBU and Alex Manoogian 
being sent Legat, Buenos Aires, under separate cover. Detroit 
{which covers residence gf Manoogian) and New York, 

(which was origin in our investigation of AGBU) are being 


amsaaes under separate cover, of allegation of 


“SHCRET 


Docld: 32976655 Page 176 


HW 46073 Docld:32976655 Page 179 


HW 46073 Docld:32976655 Page 130 


4-22 (Rev. 6-26-73) “ 
Feleral Bur f Investigation 
Reco Section « . 


— ap oe 
| Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 


Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Review 


[__] Attention 


| Return to 


Supervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 
[dR lar Request (Analytica! Search) 
Ee ee (Subversive & Nonsubversive} 
Subversive References Only 


Nonsubversive References Only 
Main _____——’._—=SO#RReferences Only 


Type of Search Requested: 
Restricted to Locality of 
f=} Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
= Buildup ai Variations 


‘ L 
Subject RAR TA fhus/ ret than 


Birthdate & ee 
Address 


i FE fo eae Lg Pte. ae 
Localities 
pecicnch 7 AG, 
Rg Date. ____sInitials £4 br ntes 4. 
Prod. 
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Federal — Investigation 


Reco Section - 
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a Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Review 


Attention 
Return to 


Supervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 
egular Request (Analytical Search) 
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive} 
Subversive References Only 
Nonsubversive References Only 
\Main________— References Only 


Type of Search Requested: 
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Subject 
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Searcher , 
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Reco Section - 
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L__|Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Review 


[_] Attention 


LL Return to 


Supervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 
‘egular Request (Analytical Search) 
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
Subversive References Only 
Nonsubversive References Only 
iMain____—_—sdRReferences Only 


Type of Search Requested: 
Restricted to Locality of 
Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
— Buildup [__] Variations 


Subject 


Birthdate 6 Place 
Address 
Localities 
Searcher 
Re . . .}. =~ dDate _._s——Ct—CSCCésUIitiaals Dhoni. 
Prod. 
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Federal Bur(() of Investigation 
Reco 6 Section’ * 


leas 1924 
en Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Review 


[| Attention 


Lo Return to 


* 


Supervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 
, gular Request (Analytical Search) 
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
Subversive References Only 
Nonsubversive References Only 
Main WW. CReferences Only 


Type of Search Requested: 
Restricted to Locality of 
Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
[] Buildup pel Variations 


Birthdate & Place 
Address 


Localities 
Searcher 2 
Rg Date ___—-—CCUIitials bling 


Prod. 
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AIRTEL 


1- Mr. J. R. Hagy 


saNaes 12/24/74 


To: “sacs, ‘Detroit (105-1790) 
. New. York {100-46846) 


From: Director, FBI. (100-356147) 


A oe GBNERAL, BENEVOLENT UNION (AGBU) 


STW OTHE 


groups funded, 


ia Buenos Aires, a connection has been Say 
: and a group_known as thes 5, 


According to thik , *y 
organization operates out of New York City or Detroit, Mic igard;\\, 


and the president of this organization is an individual krowa © 
Ge Ales Mancoguiaa be Alps mencuciad. en . 
_ disclosed this organization maintains direct connections with ‘: 
the Cultural Relations Committee of. i a of 

Soviet Armenia, in the Soviet alent also advise 


enos Aires 


discovered hetween 
Armenian General Boneficiary. Union. 


wa - Se 


that this vd darted has ee Ww 


groupe in the United States ¥% 


Review of Bureau files indicates the Armenian General 
Beneficiary Union is undoubtedly identical with captioned 
organization, whose leader in the United States is Alex 
Manoogian, subject of Bureau file 100-383696. An LHM prepared 
by the Bureau and dated 10/29/68, has been forwarded to Legat pf 


cat 


LOE? > BaP GIG AO Eb 


ae (L = 100-383696 (Alex Manoogialii/4 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
Dep. AD Inv. __ + 

ee JEH: emg/car tak 

Conn: £04: a= (7) 


Gen. Inv. 
Ident. 
Inspection 


Ext. Affairs ___ sas Pears ger a Sear) Suede 
Files & Com. | Wath dad 77 q 


UE 97 3GT 
i >4q ys 
: GEG 235 1974 H icmpt tr ee : 
Intell. ! ck! wee 
Loboratory REE Faas Frome 
Plan. & Evol. of wok 
Spec. Inv. 


Training 


4 er aa ee a 
bes! Coon AS oe NN 4 C {9 : af” at 
elephone Rm. ’ : GPO 954-546 
MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT 
hiW'URG4s- DocTa:32976055 Page 185 . 
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alee 


Airtel to Detroit and New York 
Re: Armenian General Benevolent Union (A080) 
100-356147 


Buenos eo This LHM contains 
a brief summary oO ackground data available. concerning 


the organization and Alex Manoogian. Bureau files: 
contain no information identifiable with Dicran Murekian 
or the Murekian Foundation, and Legat, Buenos Aires, has: 
been so advised: / ao . 


Recipients are requested to eeuiee , files for 
any pertinent. information received or developed since 
October, 1968, concerning captioned organization and/or 
Alex Manoogian. Office files should also be reviewed, ~ 
for available data concerning Dicran Murekian and/or . 
the Murekian Foundation, and logical sources familiar | 
with Armenian activities should be contacted concerning 
possible connections between the Murekian Foundation 
and Armenian emigre groups in the United States. | 
Recipients should also he alert ser any information 
which would be related to 


NOTE: 


| Buenos Aires teletype 11/15/74 oosetoall. 2) 
ens Bins tehetae 0 8 sncoran aos concerning 
captioned organization, its president, e Murekian Foundation 


and its director. Teletype summary of available data was furnished 
Legat, 11/21/74. Copies of 1968 LHM concerning captioned organi- 
zation and its president were forwarded to Buenos Aires by 

Form 0-7 dated 11/26/74. Bureau files relating te Armenian 


activities in the U.S. have been reviewed; howeve no additional 
data has been located concerning the subjects nd 
we are therefore instructing Detroit and New York, W. ave 


conducted considerable investigation of captioned group in the 
past, to update investigation and to advise as to the possible 
connections between the Murekian Foundation and Armenian see a 


SECRET —— 
-~2- 
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._ OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 - 
“[SULY' 1993 EDITION -- 
GSA FPMR fi CER) 101-11.6 


. 4°‘ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-356147) 


FROM: | PF sac, NEW YORK (100-46846) (Cc 
rH 


O 


SUBJECT: ARMENTAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT , UNION + (nov) 
IS - R 


MUREKIAN FOUNDATION 
Is - R 


ReBuairtel to Detroit: ‘and New York, “12/2u/7H, 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau is the original 
and nine copies of an LHM, dated and captioned as above. — 
A copy is being forwarded the Detroit pivision for infor-*"" 
mation purposes . 


SOURCES é ae 

: s . 

= Z f & i) - | 
/ : Re 

a (ae pfeS ay 
- i . eo fq I 
i ae -~ aN 
i _ Be wa fa: 
CLASSIFICATION . ; | Ege pe a «FAN 
. EE i] fs 1 
LHM classified "Secret; GDS 1 and 2; Indefinite, 9 Ww 
el with regard MO 

and to protéct 3 

a. 

q 

< 

/ Bu 

a>7Oe YO tmadefinites 

we i= : 

3 

a 


~ Bay U U. s Savings Book Pt on the « Payroll Savings Plan 
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e , 

| 

} 
Oo 
O 


a 


NYO indices negative regarding ALEX MANOOGUIAN , 
DICRAN MUREKIAN and MUREKIAN FOUNDATION. eet 
t requested 


NY 100-46846 


It is to be noted that reBuair 
a review of files for any pertinent information received 
or developed since October, 1968, concerning the AGBU. 


This file review reflects that, by report 
entitled "ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION; IS - ARMENIA," 
report of SA JOHN J. ELLIOTT, dated 11/29/62, at New York, 
New York. Information was set forth reflecting that the 
AGBU was investigated by the NYO at which time it was 
determined that the AGBU was not communist-dominated and 
was not forwarding funds to branch offices overseas, which 
were alleged to be turning such funds over to communist- — 
inspired Schgols and religious institutions. 


Since the above date, the NYO has received no 
allegations of communist tendencies on the part of the 
AGBU. 
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- File No. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF IUSTICE 


_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 


FEB 28 1975 


Armenian General Benevolent Union; 
, Murekian Foundation 


NY T-1, wno has’ furnished reliable information 
in the past, has provided information ees that 
the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) is a world- 
wide Organ 7aG.0R headquartered in Switzerland, which 
involves itself in cultural and educational purposes 
Siecica toward Armenian communities. Tne source stated ; 
that Alex Mencoguian is the president.of the AGBU and is 
an extremely wealthy individy 2alowho owns _ the Masco 


« 


taken conthral af 


COMpany, DSLPOLE. Tepehs 


aes 


the placement of O15 selected officers within che Ot Rai 
zation in major cities threughout the United States and 
throughout the Middle East, Europe and South America. x 


NY T-1 stated the AGBU apparently operates 
through liaison with the Government of the Union of Séviet 
Socialist Republics (USSR) in that the AGBU is allowed ~~ 
to sponsor Numerous USSR artists, athletes, dance 
ensembles, motion pictures and cultural exhibits throughout 
the werld at reduced costs XY 


"L_SEeRER- 


e i Declas A 


This document contains neitner recommendations nor conclusions 
of tne FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is leaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 

outside your agency. 


; _ note 
vet erie 
160-2561} 7- foc Ae 


pxcunsde 
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AGBU; 
Murekian Foundation 


Further, the source stated that the AGBU is 
permitted to make available AGBU periodicals within the 
USSR at small cost to the organization. 


The source stated that the purpose of the AGBU 
is to aid Armenians with educational grants, underwrite 
School costs and provide loans. 


The source stated that & AGBU is thought 
to have connections with the Cultural, Relations Comnittee 
of the Diaspora of Soviet Armenians. 


However, the source stated did not believe 
the AGBU to be a communist organization but is allowed 
to use Soviet facilities to portray the advancements of 

ene, i - 


a! py Me onan DY 
POVIEUC RING MLaNS wnigcer 
oy ee eee 


ee Aa ap ne Ane 
—— 


Wivl regard to tne Murekian Foundatiou. tre 

source stated that one Dicran Murekian had help ed found 

the organization approximately 40 years ago when he donated 
a Sum of money in excess of five thousand dollars ($5,000) 
and was designated "benefactor." The source stated that . 
Dicran Murekian is approximately 75 years old and is a 
wealthy manufacturer of textiles and plastics in Argentina 
and maintains his ,jresidence in Buenos Aires, Argentina 


Source stated that he had met Dicran Murekia 
and his brother, whose first name he did not recall, 


approximately 20 years ago while visiting in Argentina.. 
He stated that Dicran Murekian's brother had been an 


Argentinian Army officer whom he later heard had been 
jailed or exiled during the regime of the late President 


‘Juan Peron of Argentina. Sy 


The source stated that on Vahan Kanfayan (phonetic) 
is the executive secretary of the Murekian Foundation in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and it was the source's under- 
standing that Vanan Kanfayan is also involved in AGBU 


‘ 


ae 
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ee 


AGBU; 
Murekian Foundation 


activities in Buenos Aires and through his position would 
be in a position to furnish indirect assistance to the 
Murekian Foundation by the AGBU. | 


The source stated he had~no*-information which 
would indicate that the Murekian Foundation has any con- 
nections with the Armenian emigre community or groups in 
the United States. 


_NY T-2, mo furnished reliable information 
in the past, and who is familiar with some Armenian 
_ emigre groups in the United States and their activities, 
has advised that he has never heard of the Murekian 
Foundation of Buenos Aires, Argentina, and never heard 
of an individual named Dicran Murekian x 


a: 


eS ie 
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oO 7 i , o- ae ; . a ° . wl : 7 . ~ 
. un STATES DEPARTMENT or Wace. TT 
ae : ~ FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
"+ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION bk. oo 


In Reply Please Refer to | _ : - . — WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


. File No. oe 7 7 : va : _Sanuary 14, 1975 


ARENT: AN GENERAL SENEFICIARY_¥ WINTON. (sent) 
 HUREKIAN | PONDATION 


a iongidential source ab 
pen sstablished between 
‘and the AGBU in New 


Gn Novenber 15, 1974, 


Detroit, Michigan. The source 
established that the AGH Jec~iden: ; a 
individual identified as aLEX MANACCTAN or ALP en SANTI TAN, .The 
source reported that the aus ‘has direct comueetions-with the 

Cultural Relations Committee of the Diaspora of Soviet Armenia in _ 


the Soviet Union. Additionally, the source discloseu it was Tea rned . 


that the Murekiar Fourdation in Buenos Aires and its Director, 

DICRAM Ui" f4N, gaa direct connections with the .AGBU ana cu me, 
Vusciadi seiations Commi ttee of the Diaspora of Soviet Arnenia in. 
‘the Soviet Union. 


4 confidential source, who has furnished reliable “informa~ 


tion in the past, advised in 1961-that the Armenian General Benevolent 


Union (AGBU) 250-S5th Avenue, New York City, was established in 
1906 in Egypt as a nonprofit organization and chartered under Delaware - 
laws in 19CS as a nembership organization. rn 
“AGBU officers. serve the organization without compensation 
and with election of officers in June of each year. In. 1961, the 
Union had approximately 150 chapters located throughout ‘the United 


. States. It .was formed to aid needy Armenians in the United States 


-and abroad. -It provides aid to schools, hespitals, and gives 7 
scholarships and loans to individuals. Its income is raised from — 
secial activities. a 


' On February 15, 1955, a source who has furnished both - 
reliable and unreliable information, reported that the AGBY is a- 
philanthropic Armenian society with headquarters in New York which 
distributes funds throughout the world for needy Armenian causes. 


The source advised that reportedly most of these funds are contributed . 


by wealthy American Armenians and although the parent organization 
in New York is free of communist taint, some of the subsidiary 
branches of the organization, which are located in many of the 
large cities throughout. the world, are directed by communists, or 
communist ‘Sympathizers. 
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wo - —- . .. Ls aad 


P « ~ - ? - 
ee ad - 


ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEFICIARY UNION (AGBU) 


MUREKIAN FOUNDATI 


ON ; : . ? 
Si fhe JIC ?é : Fittinf, puke 


_— source of unknown reliability advised in June, 1962, 
that ALES ; 


HW 46073 


we. 


The files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
contain no information concluding that ALEX MANOCGGIAN is now or 
has in the past been a member ef the Communist Party or any 
organization designated subversive by the United States Government. 


~ 2% = 
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FOIA (b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(1) (1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. to - .¢ . 
MAY 1962 EDITION - . 0 


° “ONITED STATES ogenanr é 
Memorandum 


TO. ; DIRECTOR, FBI (100-356147) | pate: 1/14/75 


FROM : 0 can, BUENOS AIRES (105-1235) (105-1236) (RUC) 
ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION (AGBU) 
INTERNAL SECURITY — RUSSIA 


MUREKIAN FOUNDATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA - a oe 


fo. - 
X 4 ReBUcab 11/21/74; BU O-7 11/26/74. 


ENCLOSURES 


a ‘Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of an 
LHM dated and captioned as above. Copies have been desig- 
nated for the Detroit and NYO. . rf 


SOURCES : ~ 


See Non-Symbol Source page attached for the identity 
of the confidentia] source abroad referred to in enclosed LHM. 
The three sources, who provided information set forth in BU LHM 
dated 10/29/68 furnished this office as an enclosure to 
referenced BU O-7 dated 11/26/74, are unknown to this office. 

_ Information provided by these sources has been extracted 
from the 10/29/68 LHM and incorporated into the enclosed LHM. 


_ CLASSIFICATION 


LHM classified Secret XGDS 1 and 2 Indefinite to 


3 at 
gw Uh Bureau bide 2a asst Cy 


‘(1 - Foreign Liaison Unit) 
“(1 - Detroit) (Info) 
(1 - New York) (Info) 


avS:jn Aires Eos / (90 — ST Seer US 
(7 


Cony to Fs 


bye. roti i OB ‘d for ! ~s. oe - 
Tilo. 12-24]. 


th i ction 
“ilata,. . 


ei LAPR 9.2.19 
ee = a, 32976680) OS; ae Jaa Regular 


BUE 105-1235 105-1236 
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